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Community forum pays out to protect allotments 



Report by Jamie Brassington 

CONCERNED gardeners have 
installed fencing to protect 
Halesowen allotments after 
incidents of vandalism and 
anti-social behaviour. 

The security fences have been erect¬ 
ed at the Highfield Park plots used 
by Highfield Park Allotment Associ¬ 
ation in Highfield Lane. The fencing 
was funded by grants from the Belle 
Vale and the Hayley Green & Cradley 
South Community Forum. 

David Adams, chairman of the allotment 
association, said: “Without the funding from 
the community forum we would have found it 
very difficult to raise the money required for 
the fence. 

“Thank you to all of the councillors who 
approved the grant and I look forward to wel¬ 
coming them and members of the public to the 
allotments when we have our open days later 
in the year.” 

Delivered 

Funding for fencing at the allotment was 
first delivered in 2015 with the latest round of 
cash helping to complete the project and fully 
protect the site. 

The allotments were visited by Belle Vale 
councillor Simon Phipps earlier this month, 
who looked at the new measures to protect the 
site. 

He said: “I’m delighted to see the positive 
outcome that the forum funding has facilitated, 
especially after hearing of the problems that 
they were facing before it was completed. 

“This is the latest in a long line of projects 
that the community forums has supported lo¬ 
cally and I’d encourage all community groups 
to consider applying for funding by getting in 
touch with Dudley Council.” 

Anyone interested in joining the allotment 
holders at Highfield Park is invited to email 
David Adams on d.adams539@btinternet.com. 

Community groups looking for funding can 
do so by applying to their local community 
forum for a grant. To find out more contact 
Dudley Council on 0300 555 2345. 


ORGANIST ENTERTAINS AS ST PETER’S CELEBRATES 



Organist James Brookes at the keys of the restored organ in St Peter’s Church, Cradley, where a thanksgiving concert was held 

AN historic church resounded to the strains of an organ blower rescued from neighbour- ite hymns with the St Peter’s organist James 
of a newly-restored organ as a service of cele- ing St Luke’s Church in Cradley Heath, Brookes at the keys. He said the concert was a 
bration was held to mark its installation. which was demolished, and also paid for work way of saying thanks for the money and time 
The organ, which has been providing music to the electrics. people had given to the fundraising appeal, 

for congregations at St Peter’s Church in Cra- A congregation of more than 130 attended Those who had donated were invited to 
dley for more than 80 years, has been given a a classical concert, performed by professional choose a hymn, with the most popular ones 
new lease of life after restoration work. organist Richard Jeff coat, on Saturday to cel- including How Great Thou Art, Thine Be The 

Repairs were carried out on the 1933 cin- ebrate the organ’s return to working order. Glory and Shine Jesus Shine, 
ema-style Compton pipe organ following a The recital was followed by another musi- Among the congregation was a donor who 
£7,000 appeal, which funded the installation cal interlude featuring churchgoers’ favour- gave £2,000 but wishes to remain anonymous. 


POLICE 

Man, 20, stabbed 
outside restaurant 

A 20-year-old man was stabbed in the arm 
with an axe or large knife by a hooded at¬ 
tacker as he left a Dudley restaurant. 

The attack happened outside the Chiq- 
uito restaurant at Castle Gate on Saturday 
night. A police spokesman said: “Officers 
were called to the scene just after 10pm to 
a report of a hooded man attacking a man 
with what is described as a large axe or 
knife as he left the restaurant.” The victim 
was taken to hospital. 

Anyone with information should call po¬ 
lice on 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111. 

INQUEST 

Detectives wait to 
question suspect 

AN inquest has been opened and ad¬ 
journed on a man found dead in Crad¬ 
ley Heath while police wait to interview 
a suspect. 

The hearing over Martin Briggs’ 
death was opened on Tuesday at Black 
Country Coroner’s Court. The 47-year- 
old was found dead in Corngreaves 
Walk on November 13 and a man was 
arrested on suspicion of murder. 

Speaking at Black Country Coro¬ 
ner’s Court, Detective Constable Lisa 
McNally said: “We are trying to find out 
from the mental health doctor some 
time scales when or if (the suspect) will 
be fit to be interviewed.” 

HOMES 

£30m housing 
scheme backed 

DUDLEY Council’s cabinet has given the 
go-ahead for a £30 million plan to build 
more than 300 council homes in the bor¬ 
ough over the next five years. 

It is part of an ambitious £232m scheme 
to build new and improve existing council 
housing to help solve the local housing 
crisis. 
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Boys should give ballet a go, says James 



James Garrington leaps into 
action Photo: Paul Telfer 


A YOUNG dancer from Cradley Heath 
is urging more boys to take up ballet af¬ 
ter landing a role in a production made 
with Birmingham Royal Ballet (BRB). 

Whilst the company’s world-class 
dancers are performing their acclaimed 
production of The Sleeping Beauty at 
Birmingham Hippodrome, a group of 
dance students from across the West 
Midlands will take to the same stage 
in a unique project entitled Sleeping 
Beauty Dreams. 

The performance on Monday evening 
will be the culmination of a four-month 
quest to inspire and develop dance tal¬ 
ent from across the region. 

More than 150 hopefuls from the age 
of eight took part in open auditions in 
September under the watchful eye of 


former BRB dancers Rachel Hester and 
Jenny Murphy. A final cast of 60 was 
selected to experience the intensive 
training, rehearsal and eventual perfor¬ 
mance of a classic ballet, in front of an 
audience at Birmingham Hippodrome. 

The cast will perform an adapted 
version of Marius Petipa’s choreogra¬ 
phy against the background of Philip 
Prowse’s exquisite sets from BRB’s pro¬ 
duction. The students will be joined by 
BRB dancers Yvette Knight as Princess 
Aurora and Edivaldo Souza da Silva as 
Prince Florimund. 

James Garrington, who trains at Deb¬ 
onair Dance Academy in Cradley Heath, 
will be dancing The Bluebird, amongst 
other roles. He said: “Sleeping Beauty 
Dreams has been an amazing experi¬ 


ence because it’s really developed my 
skills and given me more confidence 
in my dance ability. My favourite part 
about Sleeping Beauty Dreams is danc¬ 
ing roles I’ve only ever dreamed of and 
having the opportunity to show people 
what I can do. 

“At first it was quite nerve-wracking, 
being one of the only boys in the pro¬ 
duction. However, I started ballet,not 
because I wanted to be different, but 
because I wanted to try something new. 

“My favourite thing about ballet has 
to be the leaps because it makes all of 
your hard work look effortless. It’s 
a way to express yourself. If any boys 
are interested in ballet but not sure if 
it’s for them, I’d tell them to just come 
along and try.” 


NIP calls for answers 
over staff 'pay-offs' 



SANDWELL Council has 
been accused of spending 
an ‘eye-watering’ amount of 
money on silencing former 
staff through confidentiality 
agreements. 

Halesowen and Rowley Re¬ 
gis MP James Morris has writ¬ 
ten to the crisis-laden authority 
demanding details on its use 
of non-disclosure agreements, 
which he suggested were being 
used ‘to keep people quiet’. 

But now Mr Morris has been ac¬ 
cused of launching a ‘misleading’ 
and ‘politically motivated’ attack on 
the local authority by another West 
Midlands MP, who is also a Sandwell 
councillor. 

Mr Morris has become embroiled in 
a war of words with the Labour-led 
authority’s leader Steve Eling after 
he criticised the council in a Com¬ 
mons debate. 

Allegations 

He highlighted allegations of cor¬ 
ruption against a number of named 
councillors and called for Mr Eling to 
resign. 

Now Edgbaston’s Labour MP Preet 
Gill has waded into the row, accus¬ 
ing Mr Morris of failing to recognise 
‘any of the good work’ that Sandwell 
Council carries out. 

In a letter to Mr Morris, Ms Gill, 
who also represents St Paul’s on 
Sandwell Council, wrote: “As I un¬ 
derstand it you have not met with 
the leader of the council, Steve Eling, 
to discuss your concerns, instead 
choosing to use the House of Com¬ 
mons chamber to launch a politically 


motivated attack on the Labour-run 
council and the leader. I was also con¬ 
cerned that some of the individuals 
you spoke of do in fact have no case 
to answer. To make such comments 
without evidence or corroborating in¬ 
formation is misleading.” 

Ms Gill pointed out that a Local 


Government Association investi¬ 
gation had disproved many of the 
allegations made by Mr Morris. 
She added: “You failed to recognise 
any of the good work that Sandwell 
Council carries out, not least balanc¬ 
ing its budget despite years of Tory 
austerity, maintaining weekly bin 


collections, not closing any libraries 
or children’s centres and a history of 
innovation.” 

She called on Mr Morris to schedule 
a meeting with Mr Eling to discuss 
his concerns. Mr Eling has refused to 
quit and branded Mr Morris’ remarks 
‘disgraceful’. 


Suicide is 
verdict on 
wife killer's 
death in jail 

A CONVICTED killer took his own life 
in prison one year to the day he bludg¬ 
eoned his wife to death, an inquest 
heard. 

Paul Abbott was jailed for life with a 
15-year minimum term in 2016 after he 
admitted murdering his wife Jackie at 
their Netherton home. Abbott was found 
dead in HMP Long Lartin, in Worcester¬ 
shire, on December 11, 2016. 

Following a one day inquest held at 
Worcestershire Coroner’s Court last 
Wednesday, a jury concluded his death 
was suicide. 

On December 11, 2015, the horrific 
attack saw Abbott strike his wife of 28 
years, Jackie, at least 16 times with a 
hammer, at their home in Lodge Cres¬ 
cent. 

The 57-year-old was jailed at Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court in July 2016, 
after admitting murder. 

At the time of Abbott’s sentencing, 
the court was told his gambling, jeal¬ 
ousy and controlling behaviour had 
dominated the relationship. A row over 
tickets to an Elvis tribute act sparked 
the fatal assault. 

Their sons, who had been at the fam¬ 
ily’s business in Hurst Lane, Brierley 
Hill, found their 54-year-old mother’s 
body in the back garden. 

Green light for 
600 new homes 

MORE than 600 new homes will be built 
all across Dudley after councillors gave 
several new schemes the green light. 

Members of Dudley planning commit¬ 
tee welcomed proposals for new houses 
in Dudley town centre, Kingswinford, 
Rowley Regis and Coseley. 

Outline planning permission was 
granted for a retail and leisure site, a 
pub and 200 homes to be built on land 
that was used by Ibstock Brick Ltd in 
Stallings Lane, Kingswinford. 

A further 142 homes will be built on 
land next to Darkhouse Lane in Coseley 
after approval. Plans for 209 homes on 
the old Excelsior Industrial Estate off 
Cakemore Road in Rowley Regis were 
also given the thumbs up and a total of 
63 homes will replace the old council of¬ 
fices at the Claughton Centre in Dudley. 


Dementia cafe 

A MONTHLY Dementia Cafe is being 
started at Quinborne Community Cen¬ 
tre. From February 28 it is planned to 
run the event on the last Wednesday 
of the month at the venue on Ridgacre 
Road between noon and 2.30pm, offer¬ 
ing activities for those with dementia 
and their carers. 

For details visit website www.quin- 
bornecommunitycentre.co.uk or call 
0121 682 7474. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 
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There is one small job that you have 
been meaning to do for years - 
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A home visit at a convenient t 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S* Telephone 0121 559 9985 B Sock, 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


Footworks Chiropody 

Keeping you one step ahead... 

. Ingrown Toe Nails Treated 
. Toe Nail Cutting and Trimming 
. Diabetic Foot Care 
. General Foot Care 
. Callus Reduction 

HCPC Registered & Foot Healthcare 
Practitioners 
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Home Visits Available 


01384 413444 

201 - 203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE 






































































Travellers’ 
transit site 
gets the 
green light 

A TRAVELLERS’ transit site is to be 
built in Coseley after Dudley Council 
bosses backed the proposal. 

The site will be established on dis¬ 
used council-owned land off Budden 
Road. The council is setting up the 
site to ensure it has stronger powers 
to deal with illegal camps, which have 
blighted the Black Country and cost 
tax-payers £150,000 a year in clean-up 
and legal fees. 

Council leader Patrick Harley said: 
“This is a highly emotive subject and 
I understand local people care pas¬ 
sionately about their area. However, 
evidence from other local authorities 
indicates that transit sites are used 
very infrequently and the most signif¬ 
icant effect it has is preventing travel¬ 
lers establishing encampments in the 
area in the first place 

“We have seen a rise in the num¬ 
ber of unauthorised camps. These are 
expensive and cost Dudley taxpayers 
thousands of pounds in clean up and 
legal costs. Creating the temporary 
travellers’ site cut the time we spend 
going through the legal process to 
move travellers that have camped up 
illegally.” 

The Budden Road site came out top 
of a shortlist of 10 potential locations 
after public consultation. But there 
are strong feelings against it in Cose¬ 
ley where Commercial Body Fittings 
Ltd warned it may have to move due 
to security and insurance concerns. 

Murder case is 
going to retrial 

THE jury has failed to reach a verdict 
in the trial of a man accused of fatal¬ 
ly stabbing a father-of-two in a street 
fight in Brierley Hill. 

Niron Parker-Lee, aged 20, of Ble- 
witt Street, Pensnett, was charged 
with murdering Mansoor Mahmood, 
of Bague Walk, Brierley Hill, on the 
High Street on October 15, 2016, by 
stabbing him in the chest. 

He has been on trial at Birmingham 
Crown Court but after six and a half 
hours deliberation the jury were una¬ 
ble to bring a majority verdict. 

A retrial has been granted at the 
request of prosecuting counsel James 
Millington, QC, and a date provision¬ 
ally set for July 16. 

Parker-Lee has been remanded in 
custody until the retrial. 


Back to the 1940s 

AN evening of 1940s style entertain¬ 
ment is promised at Dudley Town 
Hall on May 15. The show Hits from 
the Blitz, featuring Five Star Swing 
and singer Simone, is being staged at 
2pm. Call (01384) 812812 for tickets. 


Seventh road ban driver is jailed 


A BANNED motorist who led police on a high-speed 
chase through residential streets ignoring several 
sets of traffic lights has been sent to prison. 

Leroy Hall, who has never sat a driving test, was 
also disqualified from the road - for the seventh 
time. 

The 26-year-old from Dudley Port, was spotted 
by police on the A4123 Wolverhampton Road at the 
Junction 2 roundabout for the M5 in the early hours 
of December 21 last year. 

The ‘tatty condition’ of Hall’s Volkswagen Golf 
caught the eye of the police officers and they no¬ 
ticed he reacted with concern when they pulled up 
alongside him. 

He continued to behave in an ‘odd and furtive 


manner’, including sliding down into his seat, before 
pulling on to the forecourt of a Shell garage. 

As one of the officers approached his car, Hall 
sped away, said Mr John Evans, prosecuting. The 
Golf hit speeds of 75mph on Bromford Road and 
went through two sets of traffic lights on red, be¬ 
fore turning into Portway Road, where it travelled 
at double the 30mph limit, and back on to the Wol¬ 
verhampton Road. 

Mr Evans continued: “Due to the time, there was 
little on the road. Had there been, there would al¬ 
most certainly have been a collision.” 

The police car slowed but Hall, who had a female 
front seat passenger, still sped through red lights, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 


On Newbury Lane he overtook another vehicle at 
around 60mph, double the speed limit, and veered 
off into side streets, before rejoining Newbury Lane 
where he mounted the pavement and drove down a 
steep embankment into fields. He dumped the car 
and tried to run for it but was caught by police 

Defending, Mr David lies, said his Hall claimed to 
be on an ‘urgent mission’ after receiving a message 
that he was about to become a father. 

Hall, of Colbourne Road, who had been banned 
six times in less than two years, pleaded guilty to 
dangerous driving, driving while disqualified and 
having no insurance. 

He was jailed for 14 months and banned from 
driving for three years. 


Four advice centres will 
close to create one base 


FOUR Citizens Advice centres in 
Dudley are to be closed down with 
the charity combining services in 
one town centre base. 

Drop-in centres in Dudley, Stourbridge, 
Brierley Hill and Halesowen will close in 
April and be replaced by what CAB boss¬ 
es described as a new town centre ‘super 
service’ in Dudley House at Stone Street. 

But the move has been criticised by Council¬ 
lor Ken Finch, who represents the Castle and 
Priory ward. He said: “This is going to be a dis¬ 
aster. So many people go to Citizens Advice and 
use it as a vital service. When we as councillors 
cannot help, we always send people there. 

“Most the people who need places like this 
are either low paid or elderly. The elderly cit¬ 
izens are a forgotten army who need the help 
the most from places like this on issues such as 
accommodation. 

“Even ex-service people when they are in 
need of support after being demobbed go to 
Citizens Advice because they are able to offer 
them the best support.” 

Demand 

However Laura Thomas, CEO, Citizens Ad¬ 
vice Dudley Borough, said many local centres 
were already having to close early and a new 
‘super service’ would mean the CAB would not 
have to turn people away. 

She said: “For a long time Citizens Advice 
Dudley Borough’s local services have been 
frequently forced to close early as a result of 
overwhelming demand. This has often meant 
that people who really need our service have 
been turned away. To deal with as many cases 
as possible we have made the decision to close 
our four current building-based services and 
create a super service in the heart of Dudley. It 
will ensure we are able to offer assistance to all 
of those who need it.” 

Halesowen CAB is in the Cornbow shopping 
centre, Stourbridge is in Market Street, Brier¬ 
ley Hill CAB is at the library in the High Street 
while the Dudley one is St James’s Road. They 
are expected to close on April 6 with the new 
centre opening on April 9. 


Talent can win carnival showcase 



Judges Josh Smiiffy, Andy Douglas and Rebecca Howard get ready for Halesowen’s Got Talent 


A NEW talent show is being 
launched to find a town’s next 
star. 

Halesowen’s Got Talent will see 
budding performers of all ages line 
up on March 18 to take a crack at 
the first place prize - a chance to 
bag £150 and perform as part of 
Halesowen Carnival. 


Bosses have said they are hop¬ 
ing the event, at Benjamin’s on 
Birmingham Street in Halesowen 
on March 18, will raise funds for 
Halesowen Carnival, which takes 
place at Highfield Park on July 7. 

Event organiser Michelle Wil¬ 
liams, from Halesowen, said: “It 
is a talent show for all ages - 


everyone can enter old or young 
whether it is singing or dancing 
or gymnastics or anything.” 

It costs £5 to enter the compe¬ 
tition, which takes place between 
lpm and 6pm, or £3 for tickets to 
the show. Both can be arranged 
by contacting event organiser Mi¬ 
chelle on 07598 981932. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jazz festival shots 
are now on display 

A COLLECTION of eye-catching pho¬ 
tographs from the Birmingham, Soli¬ 
hull and Sand well Jazz Festival 2017 
is now on display until June. 

Photographs, which capture some 
of the stars of the festival, are at six 
venues: Sandwell Arts Cafe, Central 
Sixth campus, New Street, West Bro¬ 
mwich; Central Library, High Street, 
West Bromwich; Wednesbury Li¬ 
brary, Walsall Street; Tipton Library, 
Unity Walk; Blackheath Library, 
High Street; and Bleakhouse Library, 
Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury. 

The Jazz Festival returns in July 
and more volunteers are needed. Call 
0121 569 4904. 

Police arrest two 
over cannabis den 

A CANNABIS factory was discovered 
during a police raid in Brierley Hill 
on Monday, leading to the arrests of a 
man and woman. 

More than 70 plants were found at a 
property on Talbot Street at 10.40am. 

Police arrested a 28-year-old man 
and 34-year-old woman on suspicion 
of cultivating cannabis. 

A Twitter account of Brierley Hill- 
based police shared a picture of the 
cannabis farm online. 

Dozens of green plants were pic¬ 
tured in a room illuminated by indoor 
growing lights. 

Talk on the real 
Peaky Blinders 

THERE will be a talk on the real 
Peaky Blinders by a popular historian 
in Birmingham. 

Professor Carl Chinn is delivering 
the lecture in the Mockingbird Thea¬ 
tre at Digbeth’s Custard Factory, the 
creative hub on Gibb Street, on June 
26 at 7pm. 

He will be telling the story of the 
real gangs that terrorised people in 
the city and at racecourses during the 
1920s. 

Prof Chinn will also be signing cop¬ 
ies of his book The Real Peaky Blin¬ 
ders. 

Franz ascending for 
gig at 02 Academy 

SCOTTISH indie rock band Franz 
Ferdinand will be in concert in Bir¬ 
mingham on Tuesday just a few days 
after releasing their fifth studio al¬ 
bum, Always Ascending. 

The five-piece band from Glasgow, 
whose hits include Take Me Out and 
Do You Want To, play the city’s 02 
Academy. 

The support act is Albert Hammond 
Jr, lead guitarist of New York group 
The Strokes. 
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ikftK HERITAGE BUILDERS 
MlSPT MERCHANTS LTD 


Concrete Blocks 99p 

Red Engineer Bricks 33p _____ 

Blue Engineer Coping Bricks 95p ZtJlVIL GRAVEL 

TIMBER BULK BAG 

4x2 £2.15 mtr £38.00 

3x2 £1.75 mtr 25KG BAGS 


CEMENT OF SAND 

£3.75 PER BAG 75 

AGGREGATES ** " GOLDEN 

Bulk bag building sand GRAVEL 

Bulk bag sharp sand BULK BAG £75 

Bulk bag ballast BLUE/PLUMB 

Bulk bag Hardcore SLATE BULK 

ALL BAGS JUST £32.50 EACH BAG £89 

8x3 Plasterboard £6.09 

www.heritagebuildersmerchants.co.uk 




> FENCE ^ 
PANELS 
MADE TO 
MEASURE 

THIS PANEL 
6X5 £19 


Telephone: 01384 412745 


Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands. B64 5AJ 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle.. 


STAY WARM AND SECURE. 


LM 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


... and visit our 
Halesowen Showroom 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 
Call 0121 550 1444 


r DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE 
r VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 
r READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 
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78 frontline officers axed in 
police support staff move 


WEST Midlands Police is to spend an extra £10 million on of¬ 
fice staff - while axing 78 frontline officers. The force budget 
for the 2018/19 financial year reveals support staff pay will 
increase from £98.1 m to £108m. 

But spending on police officers will fall £317,000 to £352.5m - and 
the number of officers will drop 78 to 6,450. It comes as crime across 
the region continues to rise with latest figures showing a 14 per cent 


Jail for thug 
who helped 
beat up man 

A THUG who helped to beat up a man 
who owed a £15,000 drug debt has 
been jailed for 26 months. 

Nayyid Mohammed joined two oth¬ 
ers in the assault after the gang went 
to the building site where the victim 
was working, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. The 22-year-old was 
not the person to whom the money 
was owed and played a ‘lesser role’ in 
the incident, ruled Judge Simon Ward 
who said: “You were recruited and 
you were happy to go along.” 

Whilst on bail for this offence the 
defendant rammed a police patrol car 
that had pursued him after he was 
spotted swerving from lane to lane. 

Mohammed of Marshall Street, 
Smethwick, admitted causing griev¬ 
ous bodily harm and driving danger¬ 
ously with neither valid licence nor 
insurance. 


increase m one year. 

The West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamieson 
is behind the budget. 

It also includes an average £12 rise 
in council tax precept for residents 
in the West Midlands to increase the 
overall budget to £548. lm. Mr Jamie¬ 
son said the rise in support staff 
spending was required to cover annual 
increases in salaries. 

He said the force was also recruiting 
more specialist officers over the next 
two years to deal with fraud and cyber 
crime. But the move to cut spending 
on police officers has been slammed by 
Walsall MP Eddie Hughes. 

He said: “It seems crazy to me - 
people in the Black Country are angry 
that the PCC is increasing their coun¬ 
cil tax and in return, they are going to 
see little benefit from it.” 

This week the Police Grant Settle¬ 
ment for the force was approved, re¬ 
sulting in a £12.5m loss in funding for 
the force for 2018/19. In response to 
this, the council tax precept was in¬ 
creased as part of budget. 

The £12 rise in Band D council tax 
precept is the maximum allowed and is 
up from the previous limit of £5 a year. 

It will pay for 100 new police officers 
over the next two years - but due to of¬ 
ficers leaving the force, the total num¬ 
ber will still decrease. 


Street sees school’s strides first hand 



Andy Street joins pupils from Glebefields Primary School on their daily commute as part of the WoW scheme 


THE West Midlands mayor put his 
best foot forward when he joined pu¬ 
pils to walk to school. Andy Street 
strolled alongside youngsters on their 
daily commute in Tipton to celebrate 
the strides they have made to get 
healthier by walking to school. 

He joined pupils and parents from 
Glebefields Primary School on the 
walk to hear first-hand about their 
journey. The youngsters take part in 
WOW (Walk Once a Week), a year- 


round walk to school challenge with 
charity Living Streets. The challenge 
rewards children who walk to school 
at least once a week with collectable 
badges. It has been shown to boost 
walking rates by 23 per cent. 

Mr Street said: “I’m thrilled to have 
joined families on their walk to school 
and to celebrate the achievements of 
these pupils. It’s great to see the im¬ 
pact Living Streets’ work is having 
with so many children taking to their 


feet. The West Midlands has one of the 
highest rates of obesity in the country 
- around 40 per cent of children here 
leave primary school overweight - and 
walking more is a great way to help 
tackle this. 

“I want more schools to follow in the 
footsteps of the pupils at Glebefields 
Primary School and swap four wheels 
for two feet for the journey to school 
and start experiencing the benefits of 
walking more.” 


Winter tips 
to keep the 
elderly warm 

COUNCIL chiefs have joined a cam¬ 
paign to help the elderly and those 
with long-term conditions during 
colder weather. 

Sandwell Council is supporting the 
national Stay Well This Winter cam¬ 
paign. The authority says there are a 
number of things which can help peo¬ 
ple over 65 or with long-term health 
condition during the winter. 

It is important for people at risk to 
keep warm, both inside and outdoors 
in a bid to prevent colds, flu and more 
serious health problems such as heart 
attacks, strokes, pneumonia and de¬ 
pression. Heat homes to at least 18°C 
(65°F), with the living room being 
slightly warmer if preferred. 

At the first sign of a cough or a cold, 
they are advised to seek help from a 
pharmacist before it gets more seri¬ 
ous. Check about getting medicines 
in stock. 

The Stay Well This Winter cam¬ 
paign is a joint initiative from NHS 
England and Public Health England. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, 
Sandwell’s cabinet member for public 
health and protection, said: “We want 
all our residents to stay warm and 
keep well this winter.” 

For more information call 0121 552 
0563 or 0800 033 7967 (freephone) 
or send an email to enquiries® 
warmzones.co.uk 

Choose name for 
zoo baby baboon 

DUDLEY Zoo has welcomed a new ar¬ 
rival - the first female gelada baboon 
to be born at the Castle Hill attrac¬ 
tion. 

Visitors are now being given the 
chance to choose her name on Face- 
book. People can choose Kadida, Tullu 
or Amhara and votes will be counted 
up at the end of the week. 


SALE NOW ON 

UPTO 70% OFF EX DISPLAY SUITES 


I SPECIAL OFFER I SPECIAL OFFER I 


J« :| 



Brierley Hill 

Bathrooms 


QUALITY INSTALLATIONS 

NO DEPOSIT 
REQUIRED 

FULL PAYMENT ON COMPLETION 


SPECIALISTS IN NEW BATHROOMS 


* Design & Planning 

* Fully Fitted Service 

* Plumbing 

* Electrical Work 


Established 35 Years 


FOR THE 
LESS ABLE 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply Walk in Cubicle 
Grab Rails 
Shower Seat 
Thermostatic Shower 
All fitted & Tiled 
All Rubbish removed 


LUXURY 

MAKEOVER 

Remove Existing Suite 
Replaster where 
needed 

Supply & fit Luxury 
Suite (inc. Vanity Unit) 
Wall Tiles to Ceiling 
(upto 18sqm) 

All Rubbish removed 


• Plastering 

• Tiling 

• 7 Days Start to Finish 

• All Work Guaranteed 


ONLY £1995 I ONLY £3950 

Including VAT I Including VAT 


-DISPLAY DEALERS IN- 

MEREWAY, AQUALISA, ECO, SIMPSONS, 
CROSSWATER, BAUHAUS, CALYPSO, RAK, 
LAKES AND MORE 


( FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE j 

Visit our website 
www.brierleyhillbaths.co.uk 


10/11 GARRATT STREET, BRIERLEY HILL DY5 1JU 

Tel: 01384 484088 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

NURSERY I TEA ROOM I GIFT SHOP I GARDEN CENTRE 


Come and visit us, we are open everyday and situated just 
off the A449, 1 mile south of Wall Heath, follow the brown tourist signs 

• Beautiful Plants, Garden Shop & Nursery 

• Gift Shop & Tea Room (Open 9:45am - 4:45pm daily) 

• Outdoor Children’s Play Area 



J-feCCeBore Tours Saturday 17th February 

10.15am To 2.30pm | Duration approx 60mins | £2.50 each 
All proceeds donated to our charity of the year 2018 
WINGS | Wombourne Special Needs Support Group 
For further information please call us or visit our website 


WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 OAE | 01384 401996 f 

Winter Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5pm & Sundays: 9am - 5pm 


QUALITY 

KITCHEN 

FACELIFTS 


why replace whew 
you. cflw refflce? 



Trusted reputation 

Made to measure 
custom-built doors 
and units 
Door swaps to full 
kitchens - tailored 
to your needs 


Call Now For a Free Estimate 

01384 467594 

dy@dreamdoors.co.uk 

www.dreamdoors.co.uk 

26 Lower High Street, Stourbridge, DY8 1TA 


DREAM DOORS ' 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Ghwfl^tr , 


































Concern over 
firefighters' 
care contracts 

FIREFIGHTERS are in a stand-off 
over care contracts with councils to 
attend elderly falls, union bosses have 
claimed. 

West Midlands Fire Service had 
agreed a two-year contract with coun¬ 
cils to respond to emergency call-outs 
from OAPs who have fallen at home, 
while one authority is also paying for 
hospital patient transportation. 

The fire service won contracts with 
Wolverhampton and Dudley councils. 
But after a dispute with the Fire Bri¬ 
gades Union on the work, members 
have withdrawn support for their 
employer’s contract with the councils. 

Firefighters and civilian staff can 
and have volunteered to take part in 
the flexible scheme, which can boost 
their wages by 25 per cent. Crews at 
Wolverhampton and Fallings Park at¬ 
tended 2,119 falls as part of the con¬ 
tract with Wolverhampton council in 
2016/17, compared to 992 actual fires. 

Andrew Scattergood, from West 
Midlands Fire Brigades Union, said: 
“The union agreed to do the contracts 
as a trial and when it raised concerns 
over training and equipment it de¬ 
cided to stop the trial.” 

The FBU has raised concerns about 
the training of firefighters for the new 
roles as well as the risk it could impact 
cover for actual fires. 

West Midlands Fire Service Chief 
Fire Officer, Phil Loach, said the con¬ 
tract was ‘a fantastic opportunity to 
help the most vulnerable’. 

Law firm is backing 
Promise Dreams work 

A BLACK Country law firm has cho¬ 
sen to support the family charity 
Promise Dreams for 2018. 

George Green, which has offices in 
Cradley Heath and Wolverhampton, 
will be raising cash for the Wolver¬ 
hampton-based charity that helps ill 
children and their families. 


Dangerous banned driver had 
taken cocaine and cannabis 
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Lee turns down Cambridge for Ivy League 



Lee Harding with Tracey Beach, pastoral leader for Key Stage 5, and Andrew Burns, Ormiston Forge Academy principal 


A STUDENT at a Cradley Heath 
school has turned down a place at 
Cambridge to join an Ivy League uni¬ 
versity in America instead. 

Ormiston Forge Academy student 
Lee Harding is all set to make the 
3,220 mile journey from the Black 
Country to take up a place at Brown 
University in Rhode Island in the au¬ 
tumn. 

The 18-year-old, from Rowley Regis, 
will be the first in his family to go to 


university. He beat competition from 
1,000 other applicants to land the 
place and a financial aid package to 
help with living and tuition costs. 

The offer came after Lee, who lives 
with his mother and two brothers, 
took part in the Sutton Trust US Pro¬ 
gramme, run in partnership with the 
US-UK Fulbright Commission. 

The aim of the programme is to en¬ 
courage academically talented British 
students from low and moderate in¬ 


come homes to consider studying at 
American universities. 

Founded in 1764, Brown University 
is the seventh-oldest college in the 
United States. 

Lee is predicted to get three A*s in 
Maths, Chemistry and Physics and an 
A in Further Maths when he sits his 
A-levels in the summer. 

He has turned down a place at Mag¬ 
dalene College in Cambridge to study 
engineering in America. 


A DRUG-FUELLED banned driver from Dudley who led po¬ 
lice on a high speed 24-mile chase from Worcestershire into 
the Black Country is starting a 12 month prison sentence. 

A police dog handler spotted Kasim Ajmal at the wheel of a stolen 
Astra travelling too fast at Clows Top in Worcestershire in the early 
hours of March 22, a judge heard. 

The officer - who had two dogs with him - gave chase as the 23-year-old 
consistently broke the speed limit while heading towards the West Midlands, 
Wolverhampton Crown Court was told. 

The Astra went the wrong way round a traffic island on the Bewdley by-pass 
while other police vehicles joined the pursuit. 

The Astra accelerated up to 70mph in a 30mph limit and ignored a red light 
- the fourth he had driven through - as it neared Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley, revealed Mr Ian Ball, prosecuting. 

The car went on the wrong side of 
the carriageway for a short distance 
on the approach to the town centre 
near King Street before driving across 
a grass bank to get out of a dead end. 

Stolen 

Three occupants jumped out of the 
car - that had been stolen five months 
earlier - before it came to a standstill 
in Oliver Street, continued Mr Ball. 

Ajmal was recognised as the driver 
of the Astra when seen walking on 
nearby Cromwell Street. Forensic 
checks discovered his DNA on a water 
bottle found in the abandoned Astra. 

The driver also tested positive for 
cannabis and cocaine, the court heard. 

Miss Seamran Sidhu, defending, 
said: “It was very lucky nobody was 
hurt.” She said the defendant had ‘lost 
his way’ after being involved in a seri¬ 
ous accident five years ago. 

Ajmal from Watson Green Road, 

Kates Hill, pleaded guilty to danger¬ 
ous driving and driving while disqual¬ 
ified and was sent to prison for a year. 

Recorder Greg Kelly told him: “You 
drove so dangerously for so long, put- 
ting other people at significant risk.” 


Hundreds of 
new trees at 
country park 


MORE than 300 trees will be planted 
at a country park near Kinver as part 
of a rotary club project. 

Kingsford Country Park will be 
home to new ash, beech and spruce 
trees as part of a worldwide scheme 
by the Rotary movement. 

Rotarians aim to plant more than 
1.2 million trees across the world - 
one for each member of the organi¬ 
sation. 

Although the Rotary Club of Kin¬ 
ver has a membership of 45, members 
have agreed with the National Trust 
to plant 300 at the beauty spot. 

Members will be helped by pupils 
from Brindley Heath Junior School. 



Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


the RIGHT decision this Winter and giv& RYDALE 


and Soffit Boards 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON FEBRUARY INSTALLATIONS 


flL j- Op en Weekdays: 9amto"5.30 pm 
^Saturdayi'gamTo^pm’SundawClosed 


)800i9,17@60AWWw/rYdalewindows>co:uk^LonglLane^Blackheath?[^alesowen>B62 k 9irSj 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Why pardon Suffragettes for crimes they were proud of? 


Words that 
ust add up 
:o a lot of 
confusion 

STRANGE how words that have been in 
common use for centuries are suddenly 
used to mean something completely dif¬ 
ferent. 

For example, until last week I had pret¬ 
ty firm ideas of what farmers and miners 
did. Farmers produce food - you know, 
growing crops, tending to animals, that 
kind of thing. And miners? They go on 
strike. And in between strikes they dig 
beneath the ground for coal, gold, or 
whatever. I’m fairly certainly they don’t 
set fire to tower blocks. 

Yet last week, a Russian website said 
a huge fire in a Vladivostok tower block 
was caused by a computer nerd ‘mining’ 
for Bitcoins. 

“Officers intervened and shut down the 
illegal farm,” it said. 

Apparently, mining for Bitcoins involves 
solving lots of very complicated equa¬ 
tions, which overloaded Mr Nerdovitch’s 
computers. In what sounds like a par¬ 
ticularly bad episode of Doctor Who, the 
mathematical processes caused a power 
surge, sending the flat up in flames. Who 
knew Bitcoins were so dangerous? 

nan 

ANOTFIER word which seems to 
change definition depending on context 
is “exciting”. In everyday conversation, I 
think I know what it means. But whenever 
it is used by local government, it seems 
to take on a very different definition. 

Take, for example, the announcement 
by Dudley Council that 13 months after 
handing a five-year lease to the Dudley 
Flippodrome friends group, it will be ter¬ 
minating the agreement. 

Council leader Patrick Flarley said: “We 
will be looking to draw up some exciting 
plans for the site.” 

I think we all have an idea of what “ex¬ 
citing plans” involve. A new theatre or 
opera house. A major tourist attraction, 
on the scale of the Patrick Motor Muse¬ 
um which was due to come to Dudley 16 
years ago, before local politics got in the 
way. That would be exciting. 

The problem is some of the other “ex¬ 
citing” plans the council has put forward 
for the site in the past. First, it was a tem¬ 
porary pay-and-display car park. Then 
there was a metal-framed conference 
room then a block-paving scheme. Now 
the word is, if the Flippodrome is demol¬ 
ished, the site will be used for yet another 
college building. I doubt if even the stu¬ 
dents are excited about that. 

I have no idea whether the Flippodrome 
friends have a viable plan, or indeed why 
the council bought the building in the first 
place. But until someone comes up with 
something more “exciting” there’s surely 
no harm in giving them a chance. 



They rejoiced in 
breaking the law 


THIS week’s centenary of Votes for Women has 
been accompanied by much playing of the Suf¬ 
fragettes’ song March of the Women by Ethel 
Mary Smyth. From time to time we moan about 
our dirge-like National Anthem. Well, here’s a 
ready-made replacement, although some of 
Cicely Flamilton’s lyrics might need changing. 
“ Cry with the wind, for the dawn is breaking” 
sounds like a medical condition but you can’t 
argue with the splendour of: “Open your eyes to 
the blaze of day.” 

THERE are calls to pardon Suffragettes who 
planted bombs, committed arson and smashed 
windows in the campaign for Votes for Wom¬ 
en. Leave well alone. The Suffragettes rejoiced 
in breaking the law. They boasted of the num¬ 
ber of times they were force-fed, like a badge 
of honour. What right have we, 100 years later, 
to pardon them for crimes they were proud to 
commit? 

ADVICE to balaclava-wearing urban warriors 
considering squaring up to the likes of Jacob 
Rees-Mogg. Don’t. Rees-Mogg, who confront¬ 
ed a bunch of offensive protesters at a uni¬ 
versity debate, says he is an utter weed. I am 
reminded of the weedy public schoolboy who 
was on a farm-management course I attend¬ 
ed many years ago. He was the only one of us 
with a car and one night another student, a big, 
tough rocker with a fringed leather jacket, said 
it would be a big laff to steal the weedy kid’s 
car for a joyride. He (the rocker) turned up for 
breakfast the next morning with a bloody nose 
and a black eye. Turned out the weedy kid, who 
had caught him in the act, was the all-England 
public schools flyweight champion. They may 
look inoffensive but a lot of public school boys 
do something the rest of us never do. Boxing. 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


NO sooner had the Daily Mail accused West 
Mercia’s chief constable Anthony Bangham of 
planning to nick motorists at Imph over the 
speed limit than the back-pedalling began. 
The National Police Chiefs Council insisted Mr 
Bangham had not called for punishment for go¬ 
ing Imph too fast. Much relief all round. Enforc¬ 
ing the law in such a draconian, zero-tolerance 
fashion would be stupid and quite unworthy of 
any British constabulary. 

LAWYERS are preparing cases to prove that 
women employees of Tesco are doing “work 
of equal value” to male employees in different 
jobs, and deserve to be paid the same. This 
follows the Birmingham City Council campaign 
where school dinner ladies were judged to be 
of equal value to binmen and received pay rises 
and back pay. It has so far cost the council more 
than £1,000 million. Tesco could be ordered to 
pay £5,000 million. The case I am longing to see 
is that of Anna, the minimum-wage cleaner in a 
large legal practice specialising in employment 
law. While Anna has no legal qualifications, 
she keeps the place tidy, disinfects the kitchen 
and loos and washes the mugs. She provides 
a clean environment allowing the partners to 
work in safety. And one day a judge rules that, 
although Anna’s work is very different from that 
of the lawyers, it is “of equal value” and she 
therefore deserves the same pay as the average 
barrister in the practice. Anna gets an immedi¬ 
ate rise of £200,000 a year and £5 million back 
pay. Strangely enough, her bosses do not stand 


outside the High Court and claim this is a great 
victory for equal rights. 

IN Endeavour (ITV), Shaun Evans plays the 
‘young’ Inspector Morse. As the new series 
begins, Evans is 37. Inspector Morse was first 
screened in 1987 when John Thaw (Morse) was 
45. Which means Evans has about eight years 
to successfully morph into somebody resem¬ 
bling John Thaw, or risk being denounced by 
one of the older Morse’s colleagues at Cowley 
nick. “Hang on, pal. I knew Morse in his 40s and 
he was nothing like you . . .” Impersonating a 
police officer, eh? 

A READER draws my attention to “energy 
shots,” which come in tiny 60ml bottles at health 
shops and promise to “boost your focus.” He 
says the price works out at £31 per litre - more 
than a bottle of malt whisky. True enough. On 
the other hand, no-one ever claimed that pure 
malt boosted anything, with the possible ex¬ 
ception of the pub’s profits. Another 40-year-old 
Glenfuddle, sir? 

A READER writes: “What the hell has identi¬ 
ty to do with leaving the EU?” Seriously? Can 
some people really not see the difference be¬ 
tween the UK as one of 28 members of a po¬ 
litical bloc governed from Brussels and the UK 
as an independent nation governed from West¬ 
minster, making its own trade deals, passing its 
own laws and guarding its own frontiers? What 
a fine job the EU propaganda ministry has been 
doing. Meanwhile, the recent threats from Brus¬ 
sels to punish Britain in the transition period are 
a reminder, if we needed it, that the EU is not 
a big, jolly, benevolent organisation but a hard- 
nosed capitalist federation, hell-bent on pre¬ 
venting any other states from quitting. 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Trying for 
a baby? Do 
NOT watch 
the soaps 

IT’S heartbreaking. I feel so sorry for the 
millions of women desperate to have a 
baby - that awful feeling when you have 
been trying for so long and nothing hap¬ 
pens. Sometimes there does not even 
seem to be a medical explanation. 

And while they struggle on, with every 
month bringing new hope of that longed- 
for baby, only to have their hopes dashed, 
it seems that all around them - friends, 
relatives or colleagues - are announcing 
their happy news. 

There are smiles on their faces as they 
express their congratulations but they are 
no doubt eaten up with jealousy. 

Everywhere, they see babies, buggies, 
smiling children. It is so hard. And many 
pay out thousands to go through round 
after round of IVF which end in failure and 
more heartbreak and a very sorry-looking 
bank balance. 

People think that babies can be 
planned - best time to suit your lifestyle, 
finances, new home etc - but it does not 
work out that way for everyone. 

You may wonder why I am writing about 
this. The answer is TV soaps. These just 
add insult to injury for these poor women. 

I just hope that they don’t watch them, 
because they just pile on the misery. 

In these soaps, it seems that a reck¬ 
less one-night stand means an instant 
pregnancy. How hard that must be for the 
women who have been trying for months 
or even years and are in a committed 
relationship, or the woman who has just 
returned from hospital recovering from a 
miscarriage - do you ever really recover? 

Why do the soaps have to use this 
storyline, if you can call it that, so many 
times? Surely they should be advocating 
the importance of using some sort of pro¬ 
tection. It seems totally irresponsible. 

When dealing with any other sort of 
medical or emotional problems, there is 
normally a message at the end of the pro¬ 
gramme: “If you’ve been affected by this 
storyline you can call 

But with the pregnancy storylines, there 
is nothing to bring any help or comfort to 
all the would-be mums they have upset. 
This is possibly a medical and definitely 
an emotional problem and should be rec¬ 
ognised as such. 

And maybe another warning to viewers 
- if you are going to have a quick bit of 
unplanned fun, probably with someone 
you shouldn’t, then you should be aware 
of the risks of an unwanted pregnancy. Or 
maybe just give the ‘fun’ a miss. 

We teach our children to be responsi¬ 
ble and the soaps’ attitude is not one they 
should be having thrown at them over 
and over again. Scriptwriters take note - 
you are causing a lot of misery. 

SUEATTWATER 


BETTA BUILDINGS 


SHEDS • GARAGES • GARDEN ROOMS • LOG CABINS 


The Dalbury 

Garden Room 



Free Laminate Flooring 
& External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2495 


Wooden 
Sheds 



A huge range instock 

from £274 


• Old Buildings Removed 


•Base Laying Service 
• Free Quotations 


Summer 

Houses 


FREE 

FITTING 




A huge range in stock 

from £599 


Concrete 

Garages 


FREE 

FITTING 


A huge range in stock 

from £1657 


• Made to Measure 

• Lined and Insulated Options • Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


© Denture Care Clinic 

Hand crafted dentures 



“If you wear a denture 
then Lee Torrington is 
the man to see. A special 
thanks to him and his 
team for producing a 
fantastic upper denture for 
me. It is so natural looking 
and crafted to perfection” 


HOME VISITS AVAILABLE DENTURE PROBLEMS ? 

Call for a consultation 

Lee Torrington • CDT Royal College Of Surgeons England RDT 

0121 585 8136 

3 A Blackberry Lane, Halesowen, B63 4NX 
www.denturecareclinic.uk 
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Fluoridation 
made folk 
complacent 


TV Gunpowder gore was justified 


IT is true that the BBC drama serial ‘Gun¬ 
powder’ contains elements of fiction, as 
stated by Peter Rhodes (Stourbridge Chron¬ 
icle Nov 2). 

However, his point about the fictional 
Lady Dorothy being portrayed in ‘grisly and 
obscene detail’ to ‘crank up the gore level’ 
needs to be answered. 

The execution scene in the first episode 
and even Lady Dorothy’s dialogue were 
taken straight from the execution of Mrs 
Margaret Clitherow in 1586 at York. Like¬ 
wise, the disembowelling sequence was sim¬ 
ilar to that inflicted on Father John Wall in 


Mother was 
killed by 
a motorist 


Worcester on 1679. One of his ‘crimes’ was 
saying mass in Stourbridge. These explicit 
scenes, although very hard to watch, were 
authentic, relevant and not at all gratuitous. 

The Gunpowder Plot was finally played 
out in a siege with many of the conspirators 
at Holbeche House, Kingswinford. Interest¬ 
ingly, while Margaret Clitherow and John 
Wall were later declared saints because they 
died for their Catholic consciences, Guy 
Fawkes and his conspirators, for obvious 
reasons, were not. 

BERNARD CARTWRIGHT 
Stourbridge 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct er¬ 
rors as soon as we can. 
The Chronicles adhere 
to the Editors’ Code 
of Practice, which can 
be seen at www.ipso. 
co.uk. If you are unhap¬ 
py with the accuracy of a 



story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES 


Aynuk remembers Ed 


THANK you for the Express 
& Star campaign ‘Enough is 
Enough’, demanding tough¬ 
er sentences for drivers who 
kill, with the proposed new 
law for dangerous driving 
yet to go before Parliament. 

I back the campaign; I 
have every reason to. In 
December 1982 my mother 
was killed on a pelican 
crossing. The teenage sports 
car driver, who’d been 
drinking, was speeding and 
coming from a car park on 
to the main road without 
headlamps on, accelerating. 

The accident report stated 
my mother was thrown into 
the air 10 to 15 feet high. 
She died instantly. He 
wasn’t even prosecuted! He 
had no insurance. I claimed 
compensation from the un¬ 
insured drivers insurance 
fund, and I received £2,500 
compensation. I heard no 
more about it. So, he got 
away with murder, as I’ll 
always say. 

J ADAMS 
Rowley Regis 


OVER the years, my late 
partner John, AKA ‘Ayli’ 
and myself ‘Aynuk’, have 
had the honour of being as¬ 
sociated with Ed Doolan of 
BBC Radio WM. It was al¬ 
ways a pleasure and a privi¬ 
lege to appear on his events, 
especially his Christmas 
show, and also we were the 
subjects once, on his pro¬ 
gramme on Sunday morn¬ 
ings - ‘The Other Side Of 
which was fashioned after 
Desert Island Discs. 


Ed always made us very 
welcome whenever we met 
him. Over the years, Ayli 
and myself met some won¬ 
derful people in show busi¬ 
ness, Ed rated in the top 
ten. 

Goodbye Ed for now, see 
you later. Thanks for being 
a mate. 

‘Good on yer blue!’ 

ALAN SMITH 

(AKA AYNUK) 

Netherton 


RECENT statistics reveal 
that despite having fluorid- 
ised our water for decades, 
tooth decay amongst chil¬ 
dren is at an all-time high. 

This casts doubt on the 
wisdom of putting fluoride 
into the water supply. 

Could it be that parents 
have become complacent, 
thinking that fluoride in our 
water supply eliminates the 
need to brush teeth? If so, it 
is time to stop the process. 

If people can’t be both¬ 
ered to brush their teeth 
properly, then it is their loss 
and the dentist’s gain. 

Fluoride is an aggressive 
substance, so why should 
the rest of us be poisoned 
because of them? 

There are also other fac¬ 
tors that should be consid¬ 
ered. The process must be 
costly, so removing it could 
reduce our water bills. 

Although we are told 
that the amounts used are 
tiny, who knows what the 
long-term consequences of 
ingesting it for many dec¬ 
ades might be? The source 
of some of those dreadful 
incurable diseases that have 
suddenly cropped up in re¬ 
cent decades maybe? 

I appreciate that drinking 
water passes through chem¬ 
ical processes during purifi¬ 
cation, but I believe that it 
should be as pure as possi¬ 
ble, without adding more 
chemicals for the sake of a 
process that consumers are 
perfectly capable of provid¬ 
ing for themselves. 

MR M CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


CARLTON CARE GROUP 



The Carlton Care Group has been providing 
professional, high quality care services for over 30 
years through its award-winning residential care 
homes across the West Midlands. 

Each Care Home comprises a team of qualified, caring professionals 
who understand that each resident’s individual dignity and welfare is 
paramount. Our Care Homes provide a variety of first class facilities 
and services and all comply with stringent conditions set by the 
Care Quality Commission, the independent body that regularly 
inspects all care homes in England. 

Lapal House boasts a licenced bar in a separate room with 
a cinema style area and a classic car collection for residents 
to view. 

We tailor our care around each resident’s needs from the meals they 
like to activities they enjoy and even their preferred bedtime. Our 
Carers and support staff form a professional, compassionate team, 
ensuring life in a Carlton Care Home is fulfilling and full of laughter. 


Lapal House 

Lapal Lane South, Halesowen 
West Midlands B62 0ES 

T: 0121 503 0326 

Beechcroft Residential Home 

Salop Drive, Oldbury 
West Midlands B68 9AG 

T: 0121 429 2993 

Grange Hill House 

516 Bromsgrove Road, Hunnington 
Halesowen, West Midlands B62 0JJ 

T: 0121 550 1312 


For more information on any of our homes please call us on 0121 550 1312 
admin@carltoncaregroup.co.uk | www.carltoncaregroup.co.uk 
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40 % 

OFF 


I <<3§> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 



'jO 


10% 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 







Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens # Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms $ Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


aQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

. THE GUILD a 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


We are now members of 

Checka 

Where reputation matters 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 
60% plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


www. qualitykitchenmakeoversltd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Jail for driver who jumped 
13 red lights during chase 


A YOUNG driver with neither insurance nor a valid licence led 
police on a terrifying 16-mile chase across the Black Country 
during which he drove through 13 sets of red lights. 

Aiden Jimenez had just got a Renault Megan and wanted to show off 
to friends. He has been locked up for a year. 

But Wolverhampton Crown Court was told that the 21-year-old ‘panicked’ 
when police ordered him to stop and accelerated away in the car, which had 
false number plates. 

Mr Andrew Baker, prosecuting, said:“He drove dangerously for 16 miles in a 
pursuit that lasted for 19 minutes and involved him going through 13 sets of red 
traffic lights, sometimes on the wrong side of the road forcing oncoming vehicles 
to take evasive action.” Jimenez hit speeds up to 35 mph over the legal limit 


Say 'l do' to 
wedding fair 

ORGANISERS of a Black Country 
wedding fair are offering the chance 
to win a luxury prize. 

Brides who register for the event 
at The Mount Hotel in Tettenhall on 
February 25 from 11am to 3pm will be 
in with a chance of winning an after¬ 
noon tea for two in the Drawing Room 
Bar and Grill. 

Go to www.wolverhamptonmaga 
zineweddingfair.co.uk for details. 

There will be up to 30 exhibitors 
at the fair, which will feature all as¬ 
pects of planning a wedding including 
venues, dresses and suits, as well as 
hair and beauty, cars, flowers and 
photography. 

Anyone interested in exhibiting at 
the fair, staged by Wolverhampton 
Magazine, can email deana.jones@ 
expressandstar.co.uk or leah. 
edmunds@expressandstar.co.uk 


and did so in a rain storm that created 
‘appalling’ driving conditions during 
the early hours of November 11. 

Stinger 

Police were on the verge of abandon¬ 
ing the chase when Jimenez’s Megan 
finally ground to a halt in Hagley 
Road, Stourbridge, after its tyres had 
been burst by a ‘stinger’ placed in its 
path by other police officers. 

The defendant was on licence after 
being released early from a three year 
jail term for supplying drugs. 

Miss Sabhia Pathan, defending, 
said: “He describes himself as an ap¬ 
palling driver but ironically he had 
purchased the Megan to further his 
career prospects and was about to take 
his driving test when this happened. 

“He panicked when he saw a police 
car with its lights flashing behind him. 
He knew he had no insurance or valid 
licence and did not want to got back to 
prison, so he put his foot down.” 

Jimenez, from Westbourne Road, 
Handsworth, admitted dangerous 
driving, failing to stop and not having 
either insurance or licence. He was put 
behind bars and gets a 12 month driv¬ 
ing ban on his release. 


Hippodrome campaigners say fight goes on 



TrtPMjUJ, 


Dbum 


COUNCILLORS 
ARE NOT 
ELECTED TO 

DESTROY 

OUR 

HERITAGE 


Supporters of the move to reopen Dudley Hippodrome make their views known to councillors in Dudley 


THE future of a Dudley landmark 
remains unclear after council bosses 
agreed to take it back into their pos¬ 
session. 

Campaigners have been fighting 
to save Dudley Hippodrome on Cas¬ 
tle Hill, once the borough’s premier 
venue. They were renaming it Black 
Country Hippodrome. 


But Dudley Council’s cabinet ruled 
that a five-year lease, granted to 
campaigners in December 2016, was 
unworkable and voted to take back 
control, claiming the group had failed 
to hit targets. 

Protesters gathered outside the 
council house ahead of the crunch 
meeting on Thursday evening. Steve 


Daniels, a spokesman for the group, 
said: “We have worked really hard 
on the project.” Hippodrome support¬ 
ers expressed their anger including a 
shout of ‘rubbish’ in the council cham¬ 
ber. 

Mr Daniels said campaigners will 
try to get listed status for the former 
theatre, to protect it from demolition. 


Raise a glass 
to ale fans' 
favourite pubs 

A POPULAR pub in Halesowen is 
raising a glass to its success after 
coming out on top in a pub of the year 
poll. 

Black Country Ales pub The Wag¬ 
gon And Horses has been chosen 
as the Stourbridge and Halesowen 
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale’s 
(Camra) pub on the year. 

The Stourbridge Road watering 
hole came top with The Robin Hood 
in Collis Street, Amblecote, in second 
place and Stourbridge town centre’s 
Red House Boutique third. 

The branch’s cider pub of the year 
is another Waggon and Horses, in 
Worcester Street, Stourbridge. The 
club of the year accolade has gone to 
Coombs Wood Sports and Social Club 
in Stewart Road, Halesowen. 

A cider celebration is planned in 
memory of chairman of Birmingham 
branch of Camra Sally Lavender, who 
died last week aged 47. It will be held 
at The Old Dispensary in Causeway 
Green Road, Langley, on March 3 
from noon until 4pm. 

£8k made by bust 
found in garden 

A RARE marble bust of a politician 
found in a garden in the Black Coun¬ 
try fetched an impressive £8,000 at 
an auction - 10 times higher than the 
valuation. 

The marble bust of eminent Geor¬ 
gian politician Charles James Fox, 
which was found in a garden in Hale¬ 
sowen, fetched a whopping £8,000 at 
Bridgnorth’s Perry and Phillips Auc¬ 
tioneers last week, bought by a Lon- 
don-based investor. 

The antique was estimated to sell 
for between £500 and £800, but went 
for much more after some very fierce 
bidding from British and overseas in¬ 
terests. 



SPECIALISTS 


UPVC Conservatory interior & exterior valet 
UPVC Windows/Doors professionally 
cleaned UPVC Cladding cleaned 
Car ports cleaned UPVC Fascia & soffit 
boards cleaned UPVC Porches cleaned 
• Blocked guttering cleared 
• External guttering cleaned Block paving 
& driveway / slabs cleaned 
Caravan and Mobile Home Cleaning 
Solar Panel Cleaning Building Work Clean 



Head Office: Rydale House, Long Lane, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9LS. 


FREEPHONE: 0800 917 6060 
www.rydaleservices.co.uk 

A member of the Rydale Group 
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Dog thefts are on the 
increase across region 



Alex and Rachael Wootton with an appeal poster when Herbie was stolen 


“WE are absolutely devas¬ 
tated.” Those are the words 
of Rachael Wootton, from 
Hagley, whose pug Herbie 
was stolen from her parents’ 
house in Coven while away 
on holiday. 

Thankfully there was a happy out¬ 
come at Herbie was later recovered 
and returned to his family but the 
heartbreaking comments show the 
human impact behind new statistics 
which reveal dog thefts have risen by 
nearly 30 per cent in the West Mid¬ 
lands in the last three years. 

Having a beloved pet taken away 
leaves families feeling like they have 
lost a member of the family. And not 
knowing whether their dog is safe or 
healthy only makes the ordeal worse. 

Snatched 

Speaking at the time, Rachael Woot¬ 
ton said: “We are absolutely devas¬ 
tated. Not knowing where he is or who 
he’s with, it’s unbearable.” 

Herbie was snatched in June last 
year but returned safe and well a 
month later after being handed into 
vets in Somerset. 

Burglars broke a heavily padlocked 
gate to the side of Rachael’s parents’ 
house near before smashing through a 
pane of glass in the conservatory, and 
then totally removed a window to get 
access to steal the pup. 

In October 2016, four seven-week- 
old puppies were snatched by thieves 
from the back garden of their home 
in Cradley Heath. The young cocker 
spaniels, worth around £750 each, 
were taken from whelping boxes in a 
pen in Maypole Fields, while the own¬ 
ers were out. 

Seventy-eight dogs have been stolen 
in the region in the past three years, 


according to new figures. A Freedom of 
Information request has found there 
was a 29 per cent increase from 2015 
to 2017. Of the nearly 80 dogs that 
were stolen, 32 were snatched from 
their owners’ gardens. 

Sergeant Matt Colston, from the 
West Midlands Police dog unit, said: 
“If a person is sure their dog has 
been stolen it is treated as a theft and 
therefore a criminal investigation will 


take place. As with all crime types it 
is better to take steps to prevent a 
theft from occurring in the first place 
by avoiding situations where dogs can 
be stolen, such as leaving them alone 
outside shops for example. 

“If a dog is stolen, then detailed 
descriptions, as well as photographs,, 
can significantly help us. It is a 
legal requirement that dogs are mi¬ 
cro-chipped.” 



Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 


Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 



CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 



WONDERFUL 

offers^ 

• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 



,.Including 
fitting! 


INLITEN 

BACK DOOR 

in WHITE 


From Only 




...Including 

fitting! 



6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 



...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


WizardServices 

Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 
0121 421 7001 



ASCI AS ^SOFFITS ^GUTTERING 



• Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 



It ITVN3 to be 


HASBUKY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE | SERVICE - 


SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 
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We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" ? 
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© Top Quality A Rated 


Products At Great Prices 


© Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© Payment On Completion 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© No DepositjRequired 


Make the right choice for your new windows, conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, it has had the same owner since it opened in 1989. Call 
them now for your FREE no obligation quotations. Our visit takes approximately 20-30 minutes 


Visit our large beautiful showroom with all products on display for a warm welcome 



WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 



24, Junction Rd, Audnam, Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 

Telephone: 01384 442 490 

















































Chamber echoes 
criticism of bosses 

A BUSINESS organisation has added its voice to the bar¬ 
rage of criticism raining down on former bosses of failed 
building giant Carillion. 

Corin Crane, chief executive of the Black Country Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce, hit out at the ‘distinct lack of owner¬ 
ship’ from Carillion’s directors and former directors over 
the collapse. 

Mr Crane echoed the harsh criticism of Carillion’s di¬ 
rectors by the joint chairs of a parliamentary inquiry last 
week into the company’s liquidation, which saw the direc¬ 
tors dubbed ‘delusional characters’. 

Mr Crane was also critical of the bosses, saying: “During 
the parliamentary committee meeting, there was a distinct 
lack of ownership coming from Carillion bosses regarding 
the company’s collapse, which is disappointing given the 
profound impact it has had upon businesses involved in 
their supply chain network.” 

Helpline 

Mr Crane revealed that the ‘overriding’ reason compa¬ 
nies are calling the Black Country’s Carillion helpline is 
worry over whether they will ever be paid for work they 
carried out for the collapsed construction giant. 

The Black Country Chamber of Commerce has been run¬ 
ning the helpline since the day the Wolverhampton-based 
group collapsed owing millions of pounds. 

Businesses on Carillion’s supply chain that have been 
affected can call the helpline on 01902 912322. 



Widow Phyllis won 
convoy recognition 


Phyllis Coyle with the medal she campaigned for 

A WIDOW from Dudley who fought tirelessly to get rec¬ 
ognition for the brave men who served on Arctic convoys 
during the Second World War has died, aged 89. 

Phyllis Coyle campaigned for the Arctic Convoy Star to 
be presented to the thousands of men who delivered vital 
supplies to Soviet Russia during the war, braving the dan¬ 
gers of the Nazi navy and extreme weather conditions. 

Among them was her husband Mick, who died two years 
before former Prime Minister David Cameron announced 
the medals would be given in 2012. 

Memorial 

She later used £15,000 of her own savings for a memorial 
for those who served on the convoys at the National Memo¬ 
rial Arboretum near Lichfield. 

Mrs Coyle, who lived in Pensnett, died last month at 
Russells Hall Hospital. 

Her husband Mick, who was a stoker in the Royal Navy 
between 1942 and 1947, took part in four convoys to Russia 
during the war. More than 3,000 men were killed when 
convoys were attacked. 

On receiving the medal on Mick’s behalf five years ago, 
she said: “When they called to tell me I cried - it’s been 65 
years, what a long wait but finally we got it. I’m just so sad 
Mick never saw it, he would have been so happy. 

“He and thousands of men faced so much danger but got 
no recognition from the British Government.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin has led the tributes. He 
said: “Phyllis Coyle was a wonderful lady who contributed 
a huge amount to our community. She fought so hard to 
get proper recognition for the brave men, like her beloved 
husband Mick, who served on the Arctic Convoys, just as 
she supported all local veterans. 

“I will always remember travelling to Aire was with her 
for the unveiling of the monument to the convoy veterans 
that she organised. She and Mick did so much for Dudley. 
I feel privileged to have known her. 


Hundreds of youngsters to 
be anti-bullying ambassadors 


MORE than 450 young peo¬ 
ple from across Dudley bor¬ 
ough will become anti-bully¬ 
ing ambassadors. 

They are to be trained by na¬ 
tional charity the Diana Award to 
help combat the menace of bully¬ 
ing. 

Dudley’s community safety part¬ 


nership, Safe & Sound, and Dudley 
and Walsall Mental Health Partner¬ 
ship NHS Trust, will provide match 
funding to help schools enrol pupils 
on the nationally-acclaimed ambassa¬ 
dor programme. 

Sixty three primary schools, 12 
secondary schools and seven special 
schools from Dudley are taking part. 
One hundred members of staff will 
also be trained . 


Since the ambassador programme 
was set up in 2011, more than 24,000 
young people from across the UK have 
been trained. Anti-bullying ambassa¬ 
dors help educate their peers on bully¬ 
ing, both physical bullying and online, 
lead on campaigns, promote a culture 
which celebrates and tolerates differ¬ 
ences and helps youngsters keep safe. 

Find out moreat the diana-award. 
org.uk website. 


MP asking for ideas 
to stop the speeders 

AN MP will be working with the community over con¬ 
cerns about speeding vehicles on a Dudley road 

Residents contacted Ian Austin, MP for Dudley 
North, to take action to reduce speeding along Cinder 
Road in Gornal Wood. 

Issues were raised about speeding vehicles, especially 
large commercial vehicles such as lorries causing disrup¬ 
tion. Mr Austin has now written to all residents to ask 
what measures they feel should be put in place. 

He said: “Cinder Road residents have told me that 
speeding on the road is so bad that they are concerned 
for the safety of road users and pedestrians. I am hop¬ 
ing that something can be done to combat the problem 
before a bad accident happens.” 


11 



For the FINAL WEEKS of our Winter Sale... 
EXTRA discount & special end of Sale offers 
plus, a pay nothing until Spring 2019, 

low deposit, interest free credit option!* 



v/uiiicinpuiaiy uiiniiij 

Cool & stylish glass, 
high gloss & marble 
dining sets 


From as little as 

£329 




Stylish contemporary bedframe 

Retro styling, in black' 
or rose gold finishes 

* WAS £499 SALE-£399" 


£329 


SAVE 

£170 



0% APR Representative Tow deposit Deferred Interest Free Credit option available on all orders over £500. All balances must be paid in full by the end of the first twelve months after delivery or collection as highlighted at the time of purchase. 
Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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• High Quality Teaching and Support • Broad Curriculum 
• Every Students Progress is Closely Monitored and Tracked 


Excellence - Care - Partnership 

01384 816105 

The Earls High School,Furnace Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 3SL 
info@earls.dudley.sch.uk / head@earls.dudley.sch.uk. 
www.earlshighschool.org 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE _ 

Delight as school celebrates 
success in borough results 



Headteacher Mr Honey with Hydesville Tower School pupils 


Once again, Hydesville Tower 
School is placed near the top of the 
performance tables for GCSE results 
in the borough. 

The DfE has just published data 
for last summer’s examinations, and 
Hydesville’s Attainment 8 score far 
exceeds national and local averages. 

This score measures how well pupils 
performed in their best eight GCSE 
subjects and is a clear indicator of 
the exceptional standards within the 
school. 

Without an 11-plus entry mechanism, 
success such as this is secured 
through highly qualified, inspiring 
teachers, small class sizes allowing 
personalised learning, exceptional 
pastoral care and a flexible curriculum. 

Outstanding 

Miss Nijjar, Head of Senior School, 
said: “I am delighted to report our 
outstanding achievements. The staff at 
the school provide huge support for the 
pupils, and deliver expert teaching to 
enable great progress. 

“We have pupils who work hard and 
engage with their peers and their 
teachers to secure the strongest 
outcomes. We are proud to be 
an inclusive school; children are 
welcomed with diverse talents and 
interests, and we see it as our duty to 
ensure they become highly successful 
learners.” 

Performance tables are one measure 
of success, but the progress being 
made by pupils is also tremendous. 

The Headmaster, Mr Honey, describes 


the aspirational targets for ‘value 
added’ as being key to helping each 
child fulfil their potential. 

He said: “To be in an environment 
where every child is known well is 
incredibly powerful for their education. 
No one slips through the net, because 
their aptitudes and attitudes are 
understood. 

“The school has a genuine family feel, 


so parents know that their child will be 
supported throughout the time as an 
adolescent, and encouraged to flourish 
across the range of their subjects.” 

The next open event for Hydesville 
Tower School will be on Saturday, 
March 3, and visits and taster days 
are available on request. More details 
are available on the website www. 
hydesville.com 





















































Thousands are needed 
to join the ‘pink army' 



Hundreds of females joined the pink army to take part in the fundraising Race for Life at Himley last year 


THOUSANDS of women and 
girls are needed to join the 
‘pink army’ and make a stand 
against cancer by taking part 
in the Race for Life. 

A whole host of 5k, 10k and Pretty 
Muddy obstacle course events are tak¬ 
ing place across the Black Country, 
Staffordshire and Birmingham. 

In 2017, more than £700,000 was 
generated by mothers, daughters, sis¬ 
ters and friends coming together to 
show their commitment to the cause. 
Now a rallying call has been issued to 
women and girls to sign up and help 
to raise more vital funds this summer. 

The traditional 5k and 10k Race 


for Life events, organised by Cancer 
Research UK, see women and girls 
donning all manner of pink clothing 
and accessories to walk, jog or run 
the courses. While Pretty Muddy sees 
participants jumping over inflatable 
obstacles and tumbling down slides to 
complete this messy challenge in style. 

On May 12 there will be 5k, 10k and 
Kids Pretty Muddy events at Weston 
Park on the Staffordshire-Shropshire 
border. The following day, May 13, 
Race for Life comes to Walsall Arbo¬ 
retum and on May 20, there will be 
events at Cannon Hill Park in Bir¬ 
mingham. Wolverhampton’s West 
Park will host a 5k Race for Life on 
June 17. Thousands are expected to 


descend on Himley Park, for the popu¬ 
lar 5k on July 8. 

On July 14, Pretty Muddy comes 
to Cofton Park in Longbridge, Bir¬ 
mingham and following the successful 
launch of Pretty Muddy at Sandwell 
Valley Country Park last year, it will 
be returning on September 29. 

Emily Thompson, race manager for 
Wolverhampton and the Black Coun¬ 
try, said: “The atmosphere at Race for 
Life is just fantastic, full of emotion. 
Everyone wears a back sign during 
the event sharing why they are taking 
part - in memory, or in celebration, of 
a friend or relative.” 

• For more information see the 
raceforlife.org website. 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
lEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


Worcestershire Prostate 
Awareness Group 


Patron: Lord Faulkner of Worcester 

FREE P.S.A. BLOOD TEST 
FOR MEN AGED OVER 45 

Fairfield Ha//, 

Stourbridge Road, 

Fairfield, 

Bromsgrove . 


To arrange a test please phone:- 

7522 504300 

Sponsored by The Worcestershire Ambassadors 



^THE SHED SHOP^ 

Established 27 Years 

6ft x 4ft T&G Sheds from £240 
Concrete slotted post now at £9 
Concrete gravel boards now £9 
6ft x 5ft overlap heavy duty fence panels £15 
Railwasy Sleepers £16 
Continental Panels in stock 
Post mix 20kg bags £4.50 
A wide range of fence panels available 
All Products for immediate delivery 
Public & Trade Welcome 


Special Offers Also Available 


01384 482 542/ 
07920 885 774 
www.dudleyshedshop.co.uk 


▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ 

BESCOT PROMOTIONS PRESENTS- 


OPENS THURSDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 2018 
THURSDAYS 
10:00AM-2:00PM 
WAISAIIFOOTBAII CLUB WS14SA 
£8 CAR £10 VAN 50p entrance fee 
Tables are available for hire on request* 




wear 


from on\y 


£ 19.1 



YOUR LOCAL STORE 

HALESOWEN 

36 Douglas Road 
Rowley Regis 
B62 9HX 


Tel: 0121 5614940 
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WHERE SPECS COST LESS 


T&C’s apply. FREE scratch-resistant lenses available on any 
of our frames with this ad. Photocopies and photographs of the 
ad are also accepted. Only 1 redemption per customer. 

TILL CODE: FREE HC 
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SPLASHING OUT ON A 
NEW BATHROOM? 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3950 


90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 

Replacement Shower I 
New Basin & WC 
EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
& DISABLED 
CUSTOMERS 


/on’t Burst yoi 




“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out 
properly and on time. 

We strive to keep our prices as 
low as possible in order to keep 
within the budget of retired, 
disabled and working families 
which make up 95% of our 
customers. ” 


Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail I 

ALL FOR ONLY [ 

£2150 


FEBRUARY 
& MARCH 
FITTING DATES 
NOW BEING 
RESERVED 


< 

oo 
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eg 

2° 
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www.bescotpromotions.co.uk 
OTST5(b55ST5 / OTT<iQ-<bT<bT4r<c> 


Qu^ngCaseKTRADESMEN OWN & RUN THIS COMPANY 

Daytimes & I WE PROMISE A VISIT & 

L weekend visity AN‘ONTHE SPOT PRICE’ WITHIN 
Na pleasure^ 48 HOURS OF Y QUR CALL 


(Daytime & Weekend visits a pleasure) 

Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at 39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
www.yourchoice-bathrooms.co.uk 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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The Kaiser Chiefs are onto a winner with a concert at Wolverhampton Racecourse Photo by Danny North 

Kaiser Chiefs are odds on 
to provide a big finale 


ONE of Britain’s favourite 
bands, The Kaiser Chiefs, are 
a sure bet to end Ladies’ Day 
on a high when rock and rac¬ 
ing combine at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Racecourse this summer. 

Tickets went on sale yesterday 
(Wednesday) for the Yorkshire band’s 
concert at Dunstall, which will mark 
the combination of the annual ladies’ 
day meeting and feature concert fix¬ 
tures at all-weather track. 

“We got asked if we’d come to play 
@WolvesRaces and @WindsorRaces 


and couldn’t say neigh,” quipped the 
Leeds band’s frontman Ricky Wilson, 
who also found wider fame as a judge 
on The Voice. 

The group have released six studio 
albums, the most recent being Stay 
Together in 2016, and their hit songs 
include I Predict A Riot, Oh My God, 
Ruby, Never Miss A Beat and Coming 
Home. 

Festival 

The Kaiser Chiefs have become 
a hugely popular act on the festival 
circuit, having played the V Festival, 


and also gigs at Cannock Chase and 
Warwick Castle.They will be playing 
Wolverhampton Racecourse on Sep¬ 
tember 1 and tickets cost £39. Call 
0844 2491000 or see the www.vmstick- 
ets.co.uk website. 

The racecourse has in recent years 
hosted concerts by UB40, Madness, 
McBusted and Human League. 

The course has also announced an¬ 
other major concert this summer by 
Birmingham’s Ocean Colour Scene on 
Friday, August 31, the day before the 
Kaisers’ gig. 


Young band aim ' 
for the big time 



Wolverhampton rock group Jump the Shark with their breakout Brit Award 

“We want to hit the big festival stag¬ 
es,” she says. “We think we can get 


LOOKING to leap up the mu¬ 
sical food chain are a group 
of young hopefuls called 
Jump the Shark. 

With their roots firmly in Wol¬ 
verhampton, they have five years 
of creativity behind them and see 
2018 as the year they can final¬ 
ly make a splash in the big time, 
writes Leigh Sanders. 

This four-piece alt-rock outfit have a 
schedule laid out they hope can push 
them forward in their quest for main¬ 
stream recognition. If their musical 
output can match the determination 
of frontwoman Tasha Jones, then it 
shouldn’t be too difficult. 

Independent 

“We’ve got to the point now where 
people are contacting us for shows, 
people request us,” she tells us. “We’re 
trying to stretch out of the Midlands 
now, we tend to play a lot of independ¬ 
ent venues and these opportunities 
come from working with other bands.” 

Nationwide acclaim is a long way 
from where the band started in 2012, 
jamming together in a music room they 
rented at Claregate Primary School. 

Friends Theo Williams and Matt 
Gregory attended Thomas Telford 
School, and met Wolverhampton Girls’ 
High pupil Tasha in social circles. The 
band was completed when they met 
St Edmunds pupil Jon Murphy through 
musical projects. 

They’ve been part of a city that in re¬ 
cent years has been quietly spawning 
a scene that gives young aspiring rock¬ 
ers a platform. 

“People have been really pushing 
the Wolftown scene,” adds Tasha. “It 
seems really good, but some people 
are more supportive than others. Some 
seem to keep to themselves but we 


push other bands a lot and support all 
our friends. We’ve created a playlist on 
Spotify of all our favourite music from 
other bands,” which you can find by 
visiting their Facebook page at www. 
facebook.com/JumptheSharkOfficial/ 

Back in 2015, they won the Young 
Brit Award for Best Newcomer and last 
year their single Sooner Said was again 
picked up by the Brits team and added 
to the awards show’s official playlist. 

They have had support slots for Little 
Comets, The Primitives and Irish group 
The Riptide Movement behind them, 
and this week were supporting Inheav¬ 
en at the Newhampton Arts Centre. But 
Tasha has her eyes on bigger prizes. 


bigger slots by getting our music more 
exposure.” 

They have been working with RML 
Studios at Newhampton Arts Centre 
and are looking towards the autumn to 
release their debut album, after three 
EPs. “It’s just about time we did it,” Ta¬ 
sha adds. “It will be cool to create a 
piece of art we can be proud of.” 

Tomorrow (Friday) Jump The Shark 
are at Birmingham’s Actress & Bish¬ 
op with Youth Man before backing up 
Nuns of the Tundra at the city’s 02 In¬ 
stitute on March 3. You can follow the 
band on Twitter @JumptheSharkUK 



































Black Country car cruise ban 
in force for three more years 


Get away! It’s a talk 
on holiday changes 



Speaker on the changing fashions in holidays will be Richard 
Bifield, former president of the Tourism Management Institute 

THE Black Country Society has organised a lecture for 
Wednesday, February 28, at 7.30pm at The Portal, HQ of 
the Dudley Canal Trust on Birmingham New Road. 

Richard Bifield will talk on ‘The British on Holiday - 
From the Grand Tour to Mass Tourism’. 

The speaker has made a study of culture and tourism. He 
is a past chairman of The Friends of Ironbridge Museum 
and a former National President of the Tourism Manage¬ 
ment Institute. 

The lecture, as the title suggests, will focus on the mo¬ 
mentous changes in holiday-making over the last couple 
of centuries. Non members are welcome. Admission is £2. 


Fund fails to 
spark interest 


NOT one council in the 
Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire has signed up for 
a Government-funded drive 
to install electric roadside 
charge points for motorists. 

More than £4 million is 
available under the On- 
Street Residential Scheme, 
which was launched in 2016. 

It offers money to pay for 
75 per cent of any street 
charge point installation, 
granting up to £7,500 per 
charger. 

However, no council in 
our region has taken advan¬ 
tage of the incentive - de¬ 
spite a 35 per cent increase 
in the sale of electric cars 
last year. 

Offer 

Only Portsmouth, Cam¬ 
bridge, Luton, Kettering 
and Kensington & Chelsea 
in London have taken up on 
the Government’s offer. 

Wolverhampton council 
says it has received almost 
£500,000 from Whitehall in 
a separate scheme to intro¬ 


duce a charging point net¬ 
work over next three years. 

A spokesman said: “We 
have longer-term aims to 
look at residential on-street 
charging points but we feel 
it is important we first focus 
our resources on getting the 
city centre infrastructure 
right before looking to ex¬ 
pand the network.” 

Staffordshire County 
Council and Walsall Council 
said the funding offered was 
not enough to make the res¬ 
idential scheme viable. 

Dudley Council and 
Sandwell Council said the 
scheme could be entered as 
part of a joint partnership 
with neighbouring authori¬ 
ties, and Dudley was expect¬ 
ing to take part in talks. 

Sandwell councillor David 
Hosell, cabinet member for 
highways and environment, 
said: “This funding is being 
discussed at a Black Coun¬ 
try transport officers meet¬ 
ing later this month.” 


AN EXTENDED injunction ban¬ 
ning car cruising in the Black 
Country for another three years 
has now come into force. 

The injunction, first introduced in 
2015, bans people from taking part in 
a car cruise anywhere within Wolver¬ 
hampton, Dudley, Sandwell or Wal¬ 
sall. 

It also bans people from promoting, or¬ 
ganising or publicising any such event in 
the four areas. Anyone breaching the in¬ 
junction risks being in contempt of court, 
for which they can face up to two years in 
prison and a fine. They could also have 
assets - such as their vehicle - seized and 
crushed. 


Report by David Cosgrove 


The four Black Country boroughs and 
West Midlands Police successfully sought 
an extension to the injunction until Feb¬ 
ruary 1, 2021. This has been backed by the 
High Court. 

Councillor Paul Sweet, cabinet member 
for public health and wellbeing in Wolver¬ 
hampton, said: “Since its introduction in 
2015, the injunction has helped to dramat¬ 
ically reduce the menace of car cruising 
across the Black Country. 

“However, the problem has not been en¬ 
tirely eradicated and car cruises still occur 
in our region from time to time, sometimes 
with fatal consequences.” 


Councillor Milkinder Jaspal, cabinet 
member for governance, added: “We are 
pleased that the High Court has extended 
the injunction for a further three years, 
enabling the police and local councils to 
continue to crack down on car cruising.” 

The injunction defines car cruising as: 
“Two or more motor vehicles (including 
motorbikes) between the hours of 3pm and 
7am being on a highway or in a publicly 
accessible place within the Black Country 
at which any such vehicle or occupant of 
a vehicle performs any of the prohibited 
activities.” 

Banned activities include speeding, driv¬ 
ing in convoy, racing, stunts, sounding 
horns or playing music to cause significant 
public nuisance. 


Young female 
engineers take 
on challenge 

AN all-female team of budding young in¬ 
ventors has teamed up with a global en¬ 
gineering giant as part of the MNA Stem 
Challenge 2018. 

Aged 13 and 14, the team of six girls 
from Staffordshire University Academy in 
Hednesford has partnered with thyssenk- 
rupp (UK) - the German steel group with a 
major operation at Cradley Heath. 

Overseen by Midlands News Associa¬ 
tion, publishers of The Chronicle and the 
Express & Star, the STEM Challenge aims 
to boost pupil engagement in the fields of 
science, technology, engineering and maths 
by bringing together 25 teams from schools 
across the Black Country, Shropshire and 
Staffordshire. They will pit their creative 
skills against one another at the final held 
at Dudley College. 

The contest is also a prime opportunity 
for students to form valuable links in the 
world of industry, with each team paired 
with a representative from a business or 
organisation who acts as a mentor. 



For (MbiMct 

home furnishing 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, 
Dining and Bedroom Furniture 


3 Seater with 2 
recliner actions 

WAS £1995 



Odd Bases & 
Mattresses to 
Clear from 

£69 


LUXURY 

4 DRAWER DIVAN 

WAS £495 

ciiMgae© 




DINING TABLE 
& CHAIRS 
WAS £1895 


Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 

r chair, designed to fit you from £495 

1000 fabrics, 100 leathers to choose from 

• SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER - ANY SIZE o SUITES o BEDSO MATTRESSES o SOFAS 
m FREE HOME DEUVERY 
m FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR Oil I BED 

• LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND 

•™T£Z™maiARF m MA» wma/mn^Eameim 

AMAZING £295 VARIOUS COLOURS AND DESIGNS YOUR 0111 SUflE 


8 Stallings Lane, 
Kingswinford DY6 7HU 


Tel: 01384295(60 


LARGE FREE CAR PARK 


| VISA 


Open: Mon-Sat 10am - 5pm I Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 
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l6 Lifestyle 


Bust is star 
attraction 
as sale is hit 
with bidders 


ANTIQUES AND K J 
COLLECTIBLES TM 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 
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THIS month’s Perry & Phillips sale of an¬ 
tiques and collectibles proved a great 
success, with some items selling well 
above their estimates. 

The ‘star’ of the show was clearly the marble bust 
(pictured below) of Georgian politician Charles James 
Fox by famous scupltor Joseph Nollekin, which at¬ 
tracted bids from 
all over the coun¬ 
try and overseas, 
eventually selling 
for £8,000 (its es¬ 
timate was £500 
to £800), but there 
was other items of 
note that sold very 
well indeed. 

These included: 

Victorian dining 
table, sold for £940 
(estimate £200 to 
£300), refectory 
telescope by New¬ 
ton & Company 
(£500, £200 to 
£300), large col¬ 
lection of Royal 
Albert Old Country Rose teaware (£110, £70 to £100), 
collection of T Green and Company blue-banded Cor¬ 
nish kitchen ware (£90, £30 to £50). 

Early 19th century Rockingham dessert service 
(£120, £50 to £80), signed photograph of Sean Connery 
and other James Bond memorabilia (£100, £40 to £60), 
14 boxed model police cars by Die Cast Collectables 
(£90, £40 to £60), rare Salvatore Ferragamo silvered 
metal ‘cage’ handbag (£250, £250 to £500). 

Five near-matching silver table spoons, various hall¬ 
marks, 19th century (£100, £80 to £120), three Geor¬ 
gian hallmarked silver table spoons (£70, £50 to £80), 
six silver dining forks, Kings pattern, 1868 (£80, £60 
to £100). 

Huntley and Palmers biscuit tin in the shape of a 
snake-skin handbag, together with a collection of other 
old tins (£75, £20 to £30), 85mm refectory telescope 
with 1,100mm body and 
I seven ocular lenses (£500, 
£200 to £300). 

Early country oak sin¬ 
gle-door hanging food 
cupboard (£150, £120 
to £180), Victorian ma¬ 
hogany library bookcase 
(£420, £200 to £300), 
good quality Victorian 
pollard oak sideboard 
with dog-kennel base 
(£460, £300 to £500). 

The sale was very well 

_| attended and we had a 

number of phone bidders, 
plus other bids made prior to the sale. 

As always, we saw the unusual objects sell extremely 
well - the bust and the handbag were prime examples 
- and the good quality furniture always attracts some 
very healthy bidding. 


A 

W 


* The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectibles will take place at the Mill Street sale¬ 
room, Low Town, Bridgnorth on Tuesday, April 3, 

from 10.30am. 

Viewing is during the weekend and on the Monday 
prior to the sale and catalogues are available from 
the saleroom or online at www.perryandphillips. 
co.uk. Newcomers to the auction should arrive in 
plenty of time to register and be allocated a bidding 
number and bids may be made (by prior arrange¬ 
ment) over the phone or left with the auctioneer. 

* Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 


Designers go to great lengths to protect styles 





Striking - Louboutin shoes 


NOT many of us will be lucky enough to 
own a pair of Louboutin shoes with their dis¬ 
tinctive red soles but we are all very aware 
of their place in the design archives and our 
own wish lists. 

Recently the French footwear designer 
went to court in the Netherlands to stop a 
Dutch company from using red soles on their 
own styles. 

A colour cannot be registered as a trade¬ 
mark, the only thing that could be considered 
would be the shape of the sole. 

The red Louboutin sole is instantly recog¬ 
nisable, but it is now possible that any brand 
of shoe could carry the red sole without con¬ 
travening trademark law, a final verdict is yet 
to be decided. 

Protective 

Adidas strongly defends its three stripes. 
Recently Tesla tried to register a logo for 
their Model 3 electric car, a trio of horizon¬ 
tal bars, but Adidas contested the application 
stopping them from using the logo, specif¬ 
ically on clothing, Tesla then changing the 
logo to a numeric 3. 


STYLE FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 


Adidas are very protective and have filed 
over 50 lawsuits in the past 5 years, last 
month fighting sports competitor Puma when 
they launched a boot with four stripes - four 
stripes not three! 

Adidas does not own the right to use any 
combination of stripes but it does have trade¬ 
marks for using them in specific ways and 
actively police the marketplace, bringing 
legal cases on anyone they feel infringes their 
property. 

For many years offshore manufacturers 
have copied high street brands, often it is dif¬ 
ficult to see the difference. 

But our border control police are constantly 
putting unacceptable product into quarantine 
to avoid it being available for sale on our high 
streets. 

I’m sure most of us have bought counter¬ 
feit handbags and clothing while on holiday, 



Michael Kors and Louis Vuitton two of the 
most popular, laid out on blankets at the local 
resorts ready to be pulled from beneath you 
when the local constabulary make an unan¬ 
nounced appearance. 

We still hunt out these illegal sellers to im¬ 
press our friends with the fake designer pur¬ 
chase when we return home and sadly most 
of us cannot tell the difference between the 
real and forgery. 

Sales 

Trademarks are so important to the brands 
who own them, they spend time finding a 
mark that defines them and then money to 
promote and advertise the product and in¬ 
crease their sales, it is no wonder they are so 
protective of them. 

Online sales make it more difficult for us to 
check the providence of our purchases. 

Are you certain that the designer item you 
spent a months wages on is the real deal? 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com, 

www.jflgarmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Don’t distract your colleagues unnecessarily when they are trying to work 


Try and think about how your behaviour might impact on friends and work colleagues 


How to avoid annoying 
your office colleagues 



Personal calls at your desk can be rude 


IF you’re a self-confessed over¬ 
talker and your desk resembles 
a pigsty, chances are you’re 
rubbing your colleagues up the 
wrong way by carrying out two of 
the top ten office annoyances. 

The commercial property experts at Lon- 
donOffices.com have compiled a list of the 
top ten office annoyance that all employees 
should avoid if they don’t want to irritate 
fellow staff members in the workplace. 

Here is the list of the top ten office an¬ 
noyances: 

Unattractive smells 

Smells and noises can be magnified 
when sitting in a confined office space, so 
be considerate when packing your lunch 
or snacks. Steer clear of any garlic and fish 
based meals if you’re going to be eating at 
your desk, as well as particularly spicy or 
cheesy foods. Be sure to empty your bin 
regularly too, to avoid the stench of rotting 
foods. And what is possibly more annoying 
than a smelly colleague? 

Dirty desks 

Whilst it may not be your sole respon¬ 
sibility to keep the entire office spick and 
span, the condition of your own desk falls 
down to you and you only. If it’s covered in 
a huge pile of unorganised papers and litter, 


By Simon Stone 

this may be distracting for your colleagues 
and become a major annoyance in the work¬ 
place. If you share a desk, be sure to clear 
away any personal items at the end of every 
day too, such as mugs and office supplies. 
Over-talking 

It’s good to break away from your com¬ 
puter for five minutes to chat to your 
colleagues, but if they look deep in concen¬ 
tration or up to their ears in work then it 
might not be the best time to strike up a 
conversation. 

Distracting colleagues 
Your colleagues have their own work-re¬ 
lated issues to worry about, without having 
to listen to yours being shouted around the 
office. Remember to talk quietly, as your 
voice travels further than you might think, 
and keep annoying habits such as tapping 
on the desk, fidgeting or getting up and 
down often to a minimum. 

Tea and coffee rounds 
Making yourself a cuppa without offering 
to get anybody else one isn’t just annoying, 
but it could be perceived as being downright 
rude, particularly if you’re quick to accept 
your colleagues’ hot drink offers. Your 
workmates will quickly grow tired of the 
gesture not being reciprocated. 


Timekeeping 

There’s only so many times you’ll be 
let off the hook for turning up to work or 
a meeting late, and when people are con¬ 
stantly having to wait around for you, it 
won’t be long before tempers start to flare. 

Coughing and sneezing 

You might think that you’re showing 
commitment and dedication to your team 
by valiantly turning up to work despite 
nursing a horrible cold or bug, but the 
fact is germs spread like wildfire and your 
co-workers don’t want to catch your illness, 
so stay in bed and recover. 

Personal phone calls 

Using your mobile for personal calls at 
your desk is hardly the politest of things 
to do, especially whilst your colleagues are 
hard at work around you. Making sure it’s 
on silent at work is another important piece 
of phone etiquette. 

Respecting boundaries 

Remembering to respect your colleagues’ 
boundaries - both physical and conversa¬ 
tional - Is essential to ensuring peace and 
harmony in the office. 

Lunch thieves 

You might think that stealing food with¬ 
out anyone noticing is the perfect crime, 
but remember that doing so will certainly 
ruin someone else’s day.. 
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OF MANY BUT CHECK OUT INSIDE FOR OUR COMMERCIAL 
SPOTLIGHT ON CARS SUITABLE FOR ALL BUDGETS 
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T WALL VAUXHALL 


Sporty touches but a family lugger 


By Ian Donaldson 


Years before Peugeot bought Vauxhall 
earlier this year the two companies had 
been working together behind the scenes - 
on the car you’re now looking at, for one. 

Or looking at if you had X-ray eyes. For the 
new Vauxhall Grandland X appears nothing 
like Peugeot’s recent 3008 but beneath their 
unalike metalwork is more or less the same 
car. 

Same platform (the really expensive bit to 
design), same engines and same factory 
-they’re both built in France. Starting from 
pretty well the same price too; £22,495 
Peugeot plays £22,310 Vauxhall. 

Booming 

So why would Vauxhall bother? Well, 
the SUV market has gone daft for new 
models in recent years and the Grandland 
X is predicted to be the company’s second 
biggest seller to private buyers, behind only 
the Corsa. 

With a recent downturn in new car sales 
only one area is still booming. Yes, you’ve 
guessed; it’s the medium-sized SUV market 
where the Grandland X now appears. 

As well as taking on the sister-under-the- 
skin Peugeot 3008 the Grandland X is up 
against the formidable Nissan Qashqai, the 
biggest seller by far and confidently expected 
to stay that way, even by its competitors. 

So what strengths does Vauxhall bring to 
the mid-sized SUV party? 

Well, it’s clear how Vauxhall wants us to 
view its new baby, with so many uses of the 
word ‘sporty’ in the press presentation you 
soon lost count. 

Oh, and the creases on the side let you feel 
‘speed and acceleration’, according to its 
designer. 

And the front is upright and proud. Don’t 
you just love designer-speak. 

Judge for yourself, of course, but you 
might agree the end result is a car that looks 
neat and modern and hides quite nicely its 
purpose in life, to transport a growing family 
and their luggage in some comfort and at not 
too high a price. 

Talking prices, the Grandland X starts with 
Tech Line trim from the already mentioned 
£22,310, with 1.2 litre 128 bhp petrol engine, 
moves through SE (£22,485) and Sport Nav 
(£24,595) to the ultimate version, Elite Nav 
which starts at £26,660. 

Engine choices are currently limited to the 




Smart dashboard with proper switches! 

1.2 litre petrol and a 1.6 litre with the same 
bhp but much more pulling power, as is the 
way with diesels. 

Automatic transmissions are optional with 
either. 


Willing 

Vauxhall thinks most buyers will take the 
petrol route, where they’ll find a willing power 
unit that takes the Grandland X to 117mph 
and to 62mph in 11.1 seconds, while returning 
an official 52.3mpg and 124g/km in the 
official tests. 

Take a dearer diesel and those figures are 
117mph and 11.8 seconds-much the same 
as the petrol model, but with much better 
promised economy at 70.6mpg average and 
less pollution too, with 104g/km. 

Whichever engine you choose there’s quite 
a bit of car to pull along, measuring 4,477mm 
long. A benefit is a boot that takes 514 litres 
with the rear seats in place and a more than 
useful 1,652 with them folded. 



The car looks neat and modern and does its job well in transporting a growing family 


But you must open a door and slip behind 
the wheel to discover the biggest difference 
between the Peugeot and Vauxhall approach 
to family motoring with dashboards that show 
divergent design philosophies. 

Where the Peugeot is an exercise in button 
denying modernity the Grandland X looks 
more conventionally smart, with less pressing 
of fingers on screens and more physical 
contact with switches. 

And all the better for it, I’d say, as you 
try to adjust the radio to knock the cabin 
temperature down a degree or two. Out on 
the road the Grandland X feels anything but 
sporty, the petrol engine doing its best and 
staying quietly in the background but a long 
way from inspiring you to take the long way 
home. 

Should you encounter slippery roads on the 
way there’s an option of IntelliGrip traction 
control that does its best to mimic four-wheel 
drive by managing the power going to the 
front wheels; there won’t be a 4x4 because 
the customers don’t want it, says Vauxhall. 



Vauxhall thinks most buyers will take the petrol route 


Car of mum and dad! 



Some parents spend 286 hours a year driving their children around - and Grandland X is ideal 


Ferrying family from one social engagement to 
another may be part of the job description, but 
it seems for some parents, it’s almost a full-time 
occupation. 

New research has found the average parent spends 
286 hours a year driving their kids around - almost two 
months’ working days. 

If their journeys were on meter, that would earn them a 
whopping £9.8k a year. 

The survey, which polled 2,000 parents for Vauxhall 
Motors, found that parents could take a road trip to 
sunny Lisbon for the equivalent of the 1,283 annual miles 
that they drive their kids on average. But it’s not just 
heading from A to B; parents spend an average of two 
working days a year simply waiting for their children in 
cars. 

And not all trips are to the tune of “are we there yet?”; 
half (49 per cent) of parents use journeys to have a laugh 
with their kids and more than two fifths (44 per cent) say 
they enjoy the bonding time it offers. 

Almost a third (31 per cent) admit that the moments 
spent in a car with their kids affords them quality time 
they wouldn’t get elsewhere. 

But it seems that both parties get fuelled up over the 
music choices with a quarter (25 per cent) claiming 
the selection of tunes is the top in-car discussion. The 
research revealed that car journeys are also a great way 
for parents to find out more about their kids. 


For both children and parents alike, playground chat 
is the top thing to natter about with almost half (48 per 
cent) discussing the latest gossip at school, sixth form 
or college. 

A fifth (22 per cent) of parents use car journeys as an 
opportunity to eavesdrop on their kids’ ‘private’ chats 
and one in six (17 per cent) say it’s a good opportunity 
to quiz kids about their love life, with nowhere for them 
to run! 

Quality 

TV presenter and Dad of two, Jeff Brazier comments: 

“I definitely do my fair share of ferrying the kids around, 
but it’s fascinating to see how many hours of your life it 
actually takes up. 

“It might seem like a chore at time, but it’s true that 
those journeys are precious moments of quality time that 
you’ll never get back.” 

Denis Chick, director of communications at Vauxhall 
Motors, added: “As a father of three, I’ve spent countless 
hours behind the wheel at the mercy of my children. At 
Vauxhall, we celebrate the small moments that make life 
brilliant. 

“And family bonding time during a car trip epitomises 
just that.” 

The results show that while parenting really is a 
full-time job, the Cab of Mum and Dad is an important 


bonding experience between parents and their kids - 
and it’s these moments that create priceless memories 
to make it all worthwhile. 

The research supports the launch of Vauxhall Motors’ 
newest player in the SUV car park, the Grandland X. 


The Grandland X is the largest SUV in Vauxhall’s range 
with seating for five people, generous luggage space 
and a raft of technology, including WiFi for up to seven 
devices. 

It’s priced from £22,310 on-the-road. 












EXCLUSIVE TO YOUR BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 



CHOICE SAVINGS 


ORDERYOUR 


NU 18 REG 


PRICES PAYMENTS 


VAUXHALL FOR MARCH DELIVERY 



Vauxhall 

Mokka Xl.4 EcotecActive 5dr 


GrandlandXi2SE5cir 


Representative Finance Example: 


Cost of Credit 


£1,908.24 


Representative Finance Example 


Cost of Credit 


£2303.06 


On the Road Price 


£20,150.00 Duration of Agreement 48 months 


On the Road Price 


47 Monthly Payments of 


Customer Deposit 


£239.92 Optional Final Payment £6,783.00 

£999.00 TotalAmount Payable £22,058.24 


47 Monthly Payments of 


£20,788.00 Duration of Agreement 48 months 
£9,143.00 


£249.98 Optional Final Payment 


Finance Deposit Allowance £3,000.00 Annual Mileage 


6,000 p.a. 


Customer Deposit CASH OR P/X £999.00 TotalAmount Payable £23,091.06 
Finance Deposit Allowance £1,200.00 Annual Mileage 6,000 p.a. 


Amount of Credit 


£16,151.00 


Interest 


£1,908.24 


L 9SHM& 


Amount of Credit 


£18,589.00 


iENTATIVE* 


Interest 


£2,303.06 


L 7rL AM 

SJasTfe REPRESI 


ENTATIVE* 



Vauxhall 


InSICJRIcl Grand Sport 1.5T(165) Design 5dr 

Representative Finance Example Duration of Agreement 48 months 

On the Road Price _ £17,235.00 Optional Final Payment £6,902.00 


47 Monthly Payments of 


£239.55 


Customer Deposit CASH OR P/X £999.00 


TotalAmount Payable 


Amount of Credit 


£16,236.00 


Annual Mileage 6,000 p.a. 


Interest 


£1,924.85 


Cost of Credit 


£1924.85 


L S3* 

REPRESI 


ENTATIVE* 


Black Country qi 
V auxhall Dealers 

38 

VAUXHALLS 


Star Buys 


SAVE 


UP 

TO 


" orr DEALS'. HURRY, WHENTHEYRE G0NE.THEYRE GONE 



Viva SE 1.0 75PS5dr 

A/C, Lava Red 

RRP £10830 SAVE £1835 




Viva SL 1.0 75PS 5dr Sparkling Blue 
RRP £11565 SAVE £1770 NOW £9795 



Adam Energised 1.2 70PS3dr 
RRP £15140 now 



Corsa Limited Edition 1.4 75PS 3dr 

Choice of colours FROM mmm 


RRP £1648 5 SAVE £4490 

Corsa Sting 1.4 75PS 3dr Quantum Grey 
RRP £11220 SAVE £2225 NOW £8995 

Corsa Energy 1.4 90PS 5dr Choice of colours 
RRP £14995 SAVE £3960 NOW £10995 

Corsa Ltd Edition 1.4 90PS 3dr Choice of colours 
RRP £16730 SAVE £4735 FROM £11795 

Corsa Ltd Edition 1.4 75PS 3dr Royal Blue 
RRP £16485 SAVE £4690 NOW £11795 

Corsa Red Edition 1.4T150PS 3dr Red 
RRP £18720 SAVE £5425 NOW £13295 


Y? 

SAVE Vo p 

£4965 


Crossland X SE 1.2 82PS 5dr 

Persian Blue NOW AQ C 

RRP £18300 SAVE £3805 ~ 

Crossland X Elite 1.6 99PS 5dr Persian Blue 
RRP £21460 SAVE £4965 NOW £16495 

Crossland XSE 1.2 HOPS 5dr Mineral Black 
RRP £17420 SAVE £1925 NOW £15495 

Crossland X SE 1.2 82PS 5dr Lava Red 
RRP £17120 SAVE £2625 NOW £14495 


Don’t miss out - Call your 
nearest Dealership now! 



Mokka X Active FWD 1.6115PS 5dr 


SummitWhite NOW J 

RRP £21945 SAVE £6450 


Mokka X Active FWD 1.6115PS 5dr Black 
RRP £ 21725 SAVE £5930 NOW £15795 

Mokka X Design Nav 1.6115PS S/S 5dr White 
RRP £19380 SAVE £3385 NOW £15995 

Mokka X Active FWDUT140PS 5dr (W 
RRP £22155 SAVE £5160 NOW £16995 

Mokka X Active S/S FWD 1.4T 140PS 5drWhite 

RRP £21855 SAVE £5360 NOW £16495 

Mokka X Active S/S FWD 1.6115PS 5dr White 
RRP £21445 SAVE £5950 NOW £15495 


Halesowen Motor House T Wall Garages 

Dudley Rd, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3NH High Street, Pensnett. Kingswinfor 
01215030001 www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 


YOUR LOCAL BLACK COUNTRY VAUXHALL DEALERS 


T Wall Garages Stourbridge Motor House Dudley Motor Company 

High Street, Pensnett. Kingswinford DY68XB High Street, Amblecote. Nr. Stourbridge DY84DG Trindle Rd. Dudley, West Midlands DY27AY 
01384288333 www.twall.co.uk 01384 447970 www.stourbridgemotorhouse.co.uk 01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


All offers subject to stock availability, terms and conditions. These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer unless otherwise stated. Images used for illustration purposes only. 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) -74.3 (3.8), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (157) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km. 

Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. * Worcester Carsales 
Limited, T/A Stourbridge Motor House, Dudley Motor Company, Halesowen Motor House and T Wall Garages, can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers. We may receive commission or other benefits for introducing you. Offers subject to availability. These offers cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer unless otherwise stated. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or(iii) Return the vehicle. Further charges may be made subject to the condition and mileage of the vehicle. Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance. CF15 
7YT. Applicants must be 18 years or over and UK resident (excludes Channel Islands and Isle of Man). Finance is subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Deposit shown for illustrative purposes: with lower deposits monthly payments will be higher. 
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HYUNDAI BIRMINGHAM WEST 


Hyundai supporting FIFA World Cup 



Hyundai has announced the Go! SE range 
to support its sponsorship of this year’s 
FIFA World Cup in Russia. The Go! SE will 
run across four model ranges, ilO, i20, i30 
Hatchback and Tourer and Tucson. 

The Go! SE range features a high level 
of standard equipment, including satellite 
navigation and alloy wheels, as well as an 
exclusive Go! SE cloth upholstery design and 
Go! body emblems. The Go! SE models are 
available in a number of colours, including an 
all new colour, Champion Blue (metallic). 

Equipment 

The ilO Go! SE 1.0 66PS 5 speed manual 
is based on the ilO SE. Priced from £11,285, 
only a £495 premium over the base SE, the il 0 
Go! SE offers additional exterior equipment 
including 14” alloy wheels, gloss black door 
mirrors, privacy glass and black side body 
moulding. Interior equipment includes a 7” 
touchscreen navigation with Apple CarPlay™ 
and Android Auto™, leather steering wheel 
and gear knob, black headlining and Go! SE 
cloth upholstery. The ilO Go SE! is available 
in 4 body colours, Champion Blue (metallic), 
Stardust Grey (metallic), Phantom Black 
(pearl) and Polar White (solid). 

Available from £14,355, the i20 Go! SE 
1.2 84PS 5 speed manual is again only a 
£495 premium over the i20 SE 5 door but 
brings equipment enhancements including 
a new design 15” alloy wheel, gloss black 
door mirrors, privacy glass, black side body 
mouldings, projection headlamps, LED 
daytime running lamps and 1.0 T-GDi style 
radiator grille. Interior additions for the i20 
Go! SE includes 7” touchscreen navigation, 
black headlining, Go! SE cloth upholstery 


and centre console armrest. Additional 
equipment includes automatic headlamps 
and rain sensing wipers and an auto dimming 
rearview mirror. The i20 Go SE! is available 
in 4 body colours, Champion Blue (metallic), 
Stardust Grey (metallic), Phantom Black 
(pearl) and Polar White (solid). 

Next in the Go! SE range is the i30 Go! SE 
1.0 T-GDi 120PS 6 speed manual, which is 
available in Hatchback or Tourer body styles 


from £20,100 and £20,600 respectively. 

The i30 Go! SE is based upon the i30 SE 
Nav model, with significant specification 
enhancements including the 17” alloy wheels 
and front bumper from i30 Fastback, gloss 
black door mirrors and privacy glass. Interior 
equipment additions include black headlining, 
Go! SE cloth upholstery and climate control 
with dual zone operation. The i30 Go SE! is 
available in 4 body colours, Champion Blue 


(metallic), Micron Grey (metallic), Phantom 
Black (pearl) and Polar White (solid). 

Finally, from £24,300, the Tucson Go! SE is 
based on Tucson SE Nav specification, with 
additional external equipment including a 
new design 19” alloy wheel, gloss black door 
mirrors and privacy glass. 

Interior equipment additions include black 
headlining, Go! SE cloth upholstery and 
dark silver interior facia accents. Tucson 


Go! SE also features automatic rain sensing 
windscreen wipers and an auto dimming rear 
view mirror. The Tucson Go! SE is available 
in 4 body colours, Champion Blue (metallic), 
Micron Grey (metallic), Phantom Black (pearl) 
and Polar White (solid), as well as 4 different 
power train options, 1.6 T-GDi 177PS 6 speed 
manual 2WD, 1.6 T-GDi 177PS 7 speed DCT 
2WD, 1.7 CRDi 116PS 6 speed manual 2WD or 
1.7 CRDi 141 PS 7 speed DCT 2WD. 


GO I8REG J HYURDAI 

WITH A SPECIAL EDITIOn HYUflDAI GO! 



Hyundai ilO Special Edition GO 
1.0 5dr 

14” Alloys - Privacy glass - 7” Touchscreen navigation with 
Apple CarPlay™ - Android Auto™ - Air Con 

rir> 8 7 rir>87PER 

E_ IjL. DEPOSIT* E_ IjL. MOnTH' 



Hyundai i20 Special Edition GO 
1.2 5dr 

15” Alloys - Privacy glass - LED daytime running lamps - Touchscreen 
Satellite navigation (7”) including Rear View Camera - Air Con 

flQQ 94 nQQ 94PER 

L I DEPOSIT* L. I MOnTH’ 



Hyundai Tucson Special Edition GO 
1.7 Crdi Blue Drive 5dr 

19” Alloys - Privacy glass - Touchscreen Satellite navigation (8”) 
Climate Control Apple CarPlay™ - Android Auto™ 

£2500 DEPOSIT* 286 70 MOnTH' 


With £500 Deposit Contribution* With £500 Deposit Contribution* With £2500 Deposit Contribution* 

Representative example: Hyundai ilO Special Edition 1.0 Go Se 5dr 


Cash priceEl0,490.00 

Amount of credit £9,837.13 

Interest rate (fixed for the duration of the agreement) 2.52% 

The guaranteed future value is £3,856.50 

A Q°/ APR * 

44.3 /O REPRESEnTATIVE 

Deposit £152.87 

Interest £1,357.13 

48 monthly payments of £152.87 

Total amount payable £11,847.13 

Manufacturer Deposit Contribution £500.00 

Total charge for credit £1,357.13 

1 final payment £3,856.50 

Duration of agreement 49 months 


GO now to Hyundai Birmingham and order your new 18 Reg. 


Hyundai Birmingham West Ten 01214345400 

68 Hagley Road West, Birmingham, West Midlands B67 5EZ 


www.hyundaibirmingham.co.uk 

Opening hours: 

Mon - Fri: 8.30am-6pm, Sat: 9am-5pm, Sun: 10.30am-4pm 


HYurmm 




Fuel consumption in MPG (l/100km) for the range of cars shown are: Highest: HYUnDAI Tucson 1.6 T-GDi 4WD, DCT7, Urban 30.7 (9.2), Extra Urban 43.5 (6.5), Combined 37.7 (7.5), CO 2 Emissions 175. Lowest: HYUDDAI 
ilO 1.01 Blue Drive, M5, Urban 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban 80.7 (3.5), Combined 70.6 (4.0), CO 2 Emissions 93. These official EU test figures are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not reflect all driving results.*T&Cs apply. 
Subject to status. 18s or over. Guarantee may be required. Hyundai Finance, RH1 1SR. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Part exchange the vehicle; (ii) Pay the GFV (Guaranteed Future Value) to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. 
Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Excess Mileage will be charged at the rate of 7.5 pence (+VAT) for the first 5,000 miles and at twice that rate thereafter. Hyundai Birmingham West is a credit broker not a lender 
for this financial promotion. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. Pictures for illustration purposes only. Offers correct at time of publication, E&OE. 
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Fiesta partys on and EcoSport on roll 


The new EcoSport is one of the most affordable of the compact SUVs 


Ford Fiesta has been a best-seller for more than 40 years 


Ford’s Fiesta is Britain’s favourite - a 
best-seller for more than 40 years and still 
number one with the car buying public. 

To date it has notched up more than 16 
million buyers, and the latest model is still 
winning awards. 

That makes it the ideal platform on which to 
base another new model, the EcoSport, which 
competes in the fast-growing SUV market. 
Both have been updated and improved in 
recent months. 

Since it first appeared in 1976, the Fiesta 
has gone through seven generations of 
improvements maing it bigger, better 
equipped and safer, with petrol and diesel 
engines to suit whether you want better than 
88mpg economy of the 75PS diesel or the 
award-winning 1.0 petrol turbo, capable of 0 to 
62mph in under ten seconds and of averaging 
65mpg. A 200Ps high performance Fiesta ST 
is on the way, too. 

A wide range of trim levels ensures that there 
is a Fiesta to suit every pocket, right up to the 
Vignale flagship, bringing new levels of luxury 
to the supermini class. 

The latest model has already carryied off 
coveted awards including Carbuyer’s Car of 
the Year, BBC TopGear magazine’s Supermini 
of the Year and Best Budget car at the 
Women’s World Car of the Year awards. 

These successes come hot on the heels of 
What Car? magazine’s award for the outgoing 
Ford Fiesta Best Small Car in its Used Car of 
the Year Awards. 

Car-review website editor Stuart Milne said: 
“It is Britain’s favourite car year in, year out, 
and the latest Ford Fiesta is the best yet. It 
looks great inside and out and packs plenty of 
big-car features into its compact dimensions. 
Buyers can choose from tremendous audio 


upgrades, autonomous driving features and 
levels of luxury in the top-spec Vignale - 
unthinkable a few years ago. 

“The new Fiesta boasts more interior space 
and safety kit than ever before, plus it is a 
fantastically fun car to drive. With attributes 
like this, it is no wonder we have named the 
new Ford Fiesta Carbuyer Car of the Year 
2018.” 

The new EcoSport is one of the most 
affordable of the compact SUVs, and comes 
with a bold new look, new equipment and 
a revised suspension to give drivers an 
improved ride and handling. There’s more 
choice in the range, too, with the addition of 


a new 1.5 litre EcoBlue turbo diesel engine 
and, with that, the option of Ford’s Intelligent 
All-Wheel Drive system, which can adjust the 
torque split between the axles to the extent 
that 50 per cent is directed to the rear almost 
instantaneously. 

The 1.5-litre EcoBlue diesel engine is 
designed to deliver higher power for improved 
performance, alongside reduced C02 
emissions - as low as 107g/km. 

It also shares the 1.0 litre, 125Ps 
turbocharged petrol engine as the Fiesta, 
boosted to 140Ps in the sportily-trimmed 
ST-Line - another addition to the range. 

The new EcoSport delivers driver assistance 


technologies including SYNC 3 connectivity, 
cruise control with adjustable speed-limiter 
and rear view camera. 

The new model comes in 12 bold colours 
and offers even more personalisation options 
- including contrasting painted roof colour 
options that extend to the window pillars, 
upper door frames, rear roof spoiler and door 
mirrors. 

A user-centric, upscale new interior offers 
a superior occupant experience with floating 
central eight-inch touchscreen, heated 
steering wheel and smart stowage solutions 
including an adjustable boot floor. 

The interior features a host of smart stowage 


solutions, including a new height adjustable 
boot floor that can be raised to provide 
concealed storage, or lowered to increase 
luggage capacity to 334 litres. 

The boot floor uses a special honeycomb 
construction that makes it gramme-for- 
gramme stronger than steel, and able to 
support more than 300 kg. 

A new centre console features a built-in 
folding, sliding passenger armrest with 
a storage compartment ideal for tablet 
computers or snacks, and the CD-player 
is relocated to a new position above the 
gloveboxto minimise impact on storage 
space. 




T Wall Ford 

High Street, Pensnett 

Kingswinford, DY6 8XB 

Tel. 01384 288333 
www.twallford.co.uk 

Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the New Ford EcoSport range: urban 39.2-62.7 (72-4.5), extra urban 56.4-74.3 (5.0-3.8), combined 48.7-68.8 (5.8-4.1). 
Official C0 2 emissions 134-107g/km. 

The mpg figures quoted, sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and regulation 692/2008), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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SUMMIT GARAGF 


Pricing and specifications for MG ZS 


By James Parker 


MG has announced pricing and 
specifications for its new ZS compact SUV. 

Starting from £12,495, the Chinese-built 
model is available with zero-per cent finance 
and a seven-year, 80,000-mile manufacturer 
warranty that is transferable to any owner 
during the period. 

Engines 

Two petrol engines and gearboxes are 
available for the car. The entry-level motor 
is a 1.5-litre developing 105bhp and 141 Nm 
of torque, paired to a five-speed manual 
gearbox, taking the ZS from 0-60mph in 10.4 
seconds and up to a top speed of 109mph. 
Fuel economy is a claimed 49.6mpg with C02 
emissions of 129g/km. 

The second engine is a turbocharged 
1.0-litre that produces 109bhp and 160Nm 
of torque which, coupled with a six-speed 
automatic gearbox, can take the ZS from 
0-60mph in 12.1 seconds and to atop speed 
of 112mph. As for efficiency, fuel economy 
is claimed at 44.9mpg with 144g/km of C02 
emissions. 

Three trim levels make up the ZS range 
— Explore, Excite and Exclusive. Standard 
equipment on all trims includes LED daytime 
running lights, Bluetooth connectivity and 
cruise control. 

The range-topping Exclusive model features 
17-inch alloy wheels, leather-style upholstery 
and an eight-inch touchscreen infotainment 
system that includes Apple CarPlay, satellite 
navigation and a reverse parking camera. 
Exclusive models are available from £17,495. 



There are three trim levels in the range 



Clear statement about quality 


Matthew Cheyne, head of sales and 
marketing for MG, said: “With the introduction 
of a seven-year warranty, we are making a 
clear statement of intent about the quality of 
our design, engineering and manufacturing. 

“Our goal is to deliver hassle-free motoring 
in stylish cars that stand up to the toughest of 
challenges.” 



MG’s goal is to deliver hassle-free motoring in stylish cars that stand up to the toughest of challenges 



WITH STYLE, SPACE AND SPEC 

FROM 


£ 12,495 


VISIT MG.CO.UK 

IGE A TEST DRIVE TODAY 


f /MG MOTOR @MGMOTOR 


SUMMIT GARAGE Dudley 01384 259555 


MGZS fuel consumption: URBAN 41.0 mpg | 6.9 1/100km, EXTRA URBAN 58.9 mpg | 4.8 1/100km, COMBINED 49.6 mpg | 5.7 l/l00km,CO2 Emissions: I29g/km. 

Model shown: MG ZS Exclusive manual withTri Coat paint (optional extra £695) in Dynamic Red at £16,190 OTR or £215.87 a month for a 60 month conditional sale agreement. Offer shown available on MG Exclusive manual with solid paint at £15,495 OTR or £199 a month for a 60 month conditional sale agreement. OTR prices include VAT where applicable, vehicle fi rst registration fee, delivery, number plates and 12 
months ‘Vehicle Excise Duty’. Fuel consumption values shown are based on offi cial EU test fi gures and are to be used as a guide for comparative purposes and may not be representative of actual driving results. Offer terms and conditions apply: *0% APR: Conditional sale. 0% APR available on all MG ZS models until 31.03.18. A minimum deposit of 20% applies. 0% is not in conjunction with any other offer. Finance by MG 
FinancialServices, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff CF15 7YT, subject to status, availability and terms and conditions. Applicants must be aged 18 or over at participating dealers. See your local dealer or visit mg.co.uk/offers for details. ^Available on Excite and Exclusive models 


SUMMIT GARAGE is acting as a credit broker and not a lender.We can introduce you to a limited number of fi nance providers, commission may be received. 



















STARTIN HONDA 
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Dual celebrations for Startin 


Honda 



Honda’s latest Civic is launched this weekend at the dealership 


West Midlands-based car dealer, Startin 
Honda Stourbridge, is celebrating this year 
by not only turning twenty, but launching 
two significant models this month. 

With two sites, in Worcester and 
Stourbridge, the dealership has grown into 
Worcestershire’s top performing Honda 
franchise. 

The latest two Honda models will help 
firmly cement the newest of the Honda duo 
dealerships, Startin Honda of Stourbridge 
site, in to the locality. 

This weekend there is a VIP event in the 
showroom. If you’re looking for an extra 
special deal on a new Honda with lucrative 
support from Honda UK ... this may be the 
place to get it - Startin Honda Stourbridge. 

Discount 

“For customers who work within the 
emergency services such as nurses, the 
military or civil servants (including retired 
ones), Startin Honda has even more up the 
sleeve in terms of discount and we’d really 
encourage you to get in touch,” said Roy Tyler 
- sales manager. 

Startin Honda has just released the hugely 
anticipated Honda Jazz 1.5 i-VTEC Sport 
Grade and the Civic 1.6 i-DTEC Diesel version. 

The Jazz is a huge favorite and one thing 
that Jazz fans have been looking forward to 
is a Sports edition with a bit more power. This 
all new 2018 model has thel.5 i-VTEC that’s 
already fitted into the larger Honda HR-V. The 
130ps will absolutely give the car a little extra 
performance and fun. Notwithstanding the 
new styling. LED headlights, sporty bumpers, 
black wheels and further neat detailing inside 
and out. It’s a real looker. A compact car 
that’s fun to drive and bursting with energy. 



The new Jazz 


The new Jazz Sport delivers exhilarating 
performance to match its fresh new look, 
without replacing its practical nature or hurt its 
economy. Combined C02 figures are a lowly 
133 g/km and a combined fuel economy of 
55.4mpg is impressive. 

The second model to be launched this 
weekend is the latest Honda Civic (over 
22,000,000 Civics’ sold worldwide so far) with 
the addition of the new 1.6 i-DTEC engine. 

This builds on the cars already popular 
and award winning line up by adding fuel 
economy and diesel power to those that 
are diesel fans and those in the corporate 


sector looking for low C02 cars. The very 
latest Honda diesels are cleaner than many 
petrol cars offering only 93g/km of C02 and a 
staggering 80.7 mpg on the combined cycle! 

Startin Honda is owned by parent company, 
Startin Group, which has been trading for 
more than 179 years. 

Originally set up as a coach builder in 1840, 
the company has now grown into one of the 


UK’s largest privately-owned motor dealership 
groups. 

Tim Freeman, dealer principal at Startin 
Honda, commented: “We are extremely proud 
to have been working with the Honda brand 
for the last twenty years. 

“Honda embodies everything we try 
to implement here at Startin in terms of 
innovation and expertise. We couldn’t have 


had a better year to celebrate this milestone 
with the launch of the all-new Honda Civic 
diesel and the Honda Jazz Sport. 

“We’re looking forward to continuing our 
successful partnership with Honda and 
celebrating another twenty years!” 

To find out more about Startin Honda, or 
to book a test drive, visit www.startingroup. 
co.uk/honda 
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HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


THE NEW CIVIC 

MORE CHANGE THAN EVER BEFORE 





Every inch of the new Honda Civic captures the spirit of 
Honda thinking. From the pioneering VTEC and i-DTEC 
engines, to the advanced safety technology that comes as 
standard. In fact, whichever way you look at the new Civic, 
you’ll see more change than ever before. 


From £18,890 


(S) 


JUST LAUNCHED - THE 1.6 DIESEL - BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY 


STARTIN OF STOURBRIDGE 

82 Stourbridge Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY9 7DE. Call 01384 422488 or visit startingroup.co.uk/honda 


20 th 

ANNIVERSARY 


1998-2018 


Startin Honda 




Fuel consumption figures for the Civic EX 1.6 i-DTEC Manual mpg (1/100km): Urban 78.5mpg (3.617100km), Extra Urban 83.1 mpg (3.417100km), Combined 80.7mpg (3.517100km). C02 emissions: 93g/km. Fuel consumption figures sourced from official EU- 
regulated laboratory test results, are provided for comparison purposes and may not reflect real-life driving experience. Model Shown: Civic EX 1.6 i-DTEC Manual in Rallye Red at £24,925 On The Road (OTR). Terms and Conditions: New retail Civic i-DTEC ordered 
from 01 February 2018 to 31 March 2018 and registered by 31 March 2018. Subject to model and colour availability. Offers applicable at participating dealers and are at the promoter’s absolute discretion. Not to be used along with any other offers currently available. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 15, 2018 



















Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, February 15, 2018 


24 


NEW REG 


HILLS FORD 


Quality, technology and capability 



New Ford EcoSport offers more style, comfort, capability and choice 


By James Parker _ 

The new Ford EcoSport compact sports 
utility vehicle (SUV) delivers enhanced 
versatility and capability, more refined 
styling and sophisticated technologies for 
customers in Europe. 

The new Ford EcoSport for the first time 
offers Ford Intelligent All Wheel Drive 
technology for improved traction on- and 
off-road, combined with an advanced new 
1.5-litre EcoBlue diesel engine, delivering up 
to 125 PS and optimised C02 emissions. 

Also available for the first time as a sporty, 
Ford Performance-inspired EcoSport ST-Line 
model, the new Ford EcoSport delivers driver 
assistance technologies including SYNC 3 
connectivity, Cruise Control with Adjustable 
Speed Limiter and Rear View Camera. 

Featuring enhanced dynamic, rugged and 
refined exterior styling, the new model is 
offered in 12 bold colours and offers even 
more personalisation options - including 
contrasting painted roof colour options that 
extend to the window pillars, upper door 
frames, rear roof spoiler and door mirrors. 

A user-centric, upscale new interior offers a 
superior occupant experience with floating 
central 8-inch touchscreen, heated steering 
wheel and smart stowage solutions including 
an adjustable boot floor. 

“Ford has sold more than 166,000 EcoSport 
compact SUVs in Europe since we first 
introduced the model to the region in 2014, 
and last year sales grew 40 per cent,” said 
Steven Armstrong, group vice president 
and president, Europe Middle East and 
Africa, Ford Motor Company. “The new Ford 
EcoSport offers customers even more style, 
comfort, capability and choice - blending 



The car has bold, dynamic styling 


rugged SUV functionality with city car 
practicality.” 

The SUV segment is the fastest growing in 
Europe. Registrations of SUV models grew 
by more than 21 per cent year-on-year to 
account for more than one quarter of all new 
passenger car registrations in 2016. Last 
year, Ford’s SUV sales in Europe grew by 
more than 30 per cent. In the UK, over 40,000 
EcoSports have been sold since its original 
introduction in 2013, with the Titanium model 
reaching 70 per cent of sales. 

The new Ford EcoSport will deliver an 
optimised driving experience equipped with 
Ford Intelligent All Wheel Drive from mid-2018. 
The technology will be offered in combination 
with the all-new 1.5-litre Ford EcoBlue diesel 
engine and a six-speed manual gearbox, 
delivering 125 PS and 300 Nm of torque. 

Intelligent All Wheel Drive measures how 
the car’s wheels are gripping the road surface 
and can adjust torque delivery up to 50/50 


between the front and rear wheels in under 20 
milliseconds - 20 times quicker than it takes 
to blink. The system seamlessly transitions 
torque between all four wheels and provides a 
more secure footing on the road especially in 
slippery conditions. 

The new Ford EcoSport features bold, 
dynamic Ford SUV styling, reflecting that 
the Kuga and Edge. EcoSport now also 
delivers a new level of interior refinement 
which includes easier to use controls and 


soft-touch materials, and a new centre console 
ergonomically designed for easy operation 
and featuring fewer buttons. 

The new EcoSport line-up will for the first 
time include the sporty new EcoSport ST-Line 
variant, joining the Edge ST-Line, Fiesta ST- 
Line, Focus ST-Line, Kuga ST-Line, Mondeo 
ST-Line and S-MAX ST-Line models that 
offer bold styling and sports-tuned driving 
dynamics alongside powerful and efficient 
EcoBoost petrol and TDCi diesel engines. 


Ford’s sophisticated SYNC 3 
communications and entertainment system is 
compatible with Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto™. SYNC 3 is supported by EcoSport’s 
floating, 8-inch colour touchscreen, which can 
be operated with pinch and swipe gestures. 

Also offered with SYNC 3 is a floating 6.5- 
inch colour touchscreen. 

A 4.2-inch colour screen is offered in 
combination with Bluetooth connectivity and 
two USB inputs. 



NEW^OLD 



LAST CHANCE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
THE HILLS FORD SCRAPPAGE SCHEME! 

SAVE UP TO 
£4,950* ON A 
NEW FORD 

FORD’S CAR SCRAPPAGE SCHEME 
AVAILABLE ON A WIDE RANGE OF 



NEW FORDS - FROM KA TO A RANGER 


Model shown Focus ST-Line available 
with £4,450 (excl. VAT) Scrappage Saving. 





CMS 


FORD 


Worcester Road, Kidderminster DY10 1JB 

01562 540591 

hillsford.co.uk QEO 


169-171 Newtown Road, Malvern WR141PJ 

01684 210532 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the Ford Focus ST-Line range: urban 33.2-67.3 (5.6-4.3), extra urban 60.1-83.1 (47-3.4), combined 46.3-74.3 (6.1-3.8). Official COz emissions 140-99g/km. 

The mpg figures quoted, sourced from official EU-regulated test results (EU Directive and Regulation 715/2007), are provided for comparability purposes and may not reflect your actual driving experience. *lf you trade in any Car or Commercial Vehicle that is registered up to and including 31st December 2010 you can receive between £2,000 and £4,950 (Inc. VAT) Scrappage 
saving off the Recommended On The Road Price of a New Ford Car. Offer available on All-New Fiesta (Excl. Style), B-MAX (Titanium/Titanium X Navigator only), Focus (Excl. ST & RS), C-MAX, Grand C-MAX and Kuga models only. New Ford cars must be contracted between 1st January and 31st March 2018 (the “Contract Date”) and registered between 1st January and 30th 
September 2018. Scrappage vehicle must have been registered to the customer for at least 90 days before the customer’s Contract Date. Customer savings of £2,000 to £4,950 (Inc. VAT) available dependent on model line. Offer not available in conjunction with any other customer saving programme. Available to retail customers only (Excl. Privilege and Ambassador). Please 
seeford.co.uk/scrappage for more information. 



















ESPECIALLY 
FOR YOU - 
JASON HITS 


MUSIC + THEATRE + PUZZLES + TV GUIDE 



RED HOUSE 
GLASS CONE 

R ed House Glass Cone has 
lots of activities to keep you 
busy over the half term, daily 
glassmaking demonstrations 
inside our hot glass studio and a 
family trail across the site. 

On Wednesday 21 we have a 
mini beasts family day and there 
are pre-bookable bug glass 
fusion sessions on Tuesday 20 
and Thursday 22. 

For more information call (01384) 
812750 


Half-term fun at the Cone 


• Childrens' Activities • Childrens'Trail 
• Glassmaking demonstrations daily • Craft Studios and Red Cone Coffee House 



10am - 3pm 
Mon to Fri 


• 11 am-4pm 
Sat & Sun 


FREE parking 
and admission 


RED HOUSE GLASS CONE 

High Street Wordsley DY8 4AZ r_« | 

Call 01384 812750 U 111,1 ( V 

or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 

n Red House Glass Cone # ©redhousecone 
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SHOULDER 
OF MUTTON, 

65, Birmingham Road, 
Rowley Regis B65 OHS 



GROVES'* 
EUBANKJR 

Saturday 17th February 

Showing here... 




JOIN OUR NEW 
LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 


^^CMdburyREP 

3rd-10th March 

FATHER’S DAY 

by Eric Chappell 

Bitter divorce Henry is enjoying another night 
of glorious solitude. He is soon disturbed by the 
unwelcome appearance of his son Matthew with his 
new, unappealing, punk/goth girlfriend, and sparks 
soon fly — but this is just the beginning. Next to 
arrive is Henry’s ex-wife, Sue, and before long he is 
facing some important decisions. Father’s Day is a 
warm and touching comedy based on Eric Chappell’s 
hit TV series “Home to Roost”. 

TICKET PRICES MON-TUES £8.00 
WED-SAT £10.00 (£9.00 CONCESSIONS) 


FILMS AT OLDBURY REP 

Our new season of films starts on 
February 23rd with 

‘VICTORIA AND ABDUL’ 

starring Judy Dench on 23rd March 

‘MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS’ 

steams into the theatre and on April 6th 

‘PADDINGTON 2’ 

makes an appearance. Other dates and titles TBC 
All films are shown on our 16ft screen with high 
quality Digital projection in our 
170 seat auditorium. 

ALL TICKETS ARE STILL JUST £4.00 AND 
THE PERFORMANCE STARTS AT 7.30PM 

FREE adjacent car park (CCTV) Lounge, Bar, 
Facilities for the disabled 
Now booking! Box Office 0121 552 2761 

Box Office open Monday evening from 7.30pm, Friday evening prior to main 
house production and the night of the production at 7.00pm 

Spring Walk, Langley B69 4SP 
Online bookings now available at our website: 
www.oldburyrep.org 


111 share secrets 
of my showbiz life 


A ussie heartthrob Jason 
Donovan won’t pull any 
punches when he lines up 
at Birmingham Town Hall 
on Wednesday to talk about 
His Amazing Midlife Crisis. 

The man who shot to fame in Neighbours, dated Kylie, 
had the best-selling album of 1989 and thrilled vast West 
End audiences in Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat - before starring on I’m A Celebrity Get Me 
Out Of Here and Strictly Come Dancing - will be starring 
in his first spoken word show. 

Not that fans will be deprived of the hits. Jason will be 
performing a selection of his biggest songs in an acoustic 
setting. 

And nothing will be off limits when he takes to the stage 
for the 90-minute show - including his relationships, his 
former cocaine habit and more. 

“I’m really looking forward to doing this tour. It’s 
something new, something I’ve not done before and 
something that the fans are looking forward to. 

“There’ll be music, there’ll be stories, there’ll be things 
people have never seen before and there’ll be the chance 
for them to interact. It’s a real up-close-and-personal sort 
of show. I can’t wait.” 

Jason will reflect on his time in Neighbours during the 
show, chatting about his time as Scott Robinson and 
explaining how that character still travels with him. 

“When we were on the Ten Good Reasons tour, we 
had a massive show at Hammersmith. There was a lot 
of expectation with it being the London show. We asked 
Kylie if she could come and join us but she wasn’t 
around. 

“Then, sitting with the crew in catering one night, 
someone said ‘Have you thought about getting a 
labrador on stage?’ They were referencing Bouncer 
from Neighbours, of course. 

“We all laughed and thought it would be 
a funny idea to introduce someone that was 
petite and blonde, one of the members of the 
Neighbours cast - and then Bouncer walks on. 

So we’d teased everyone that it might be Kylie, but 
actually Bouncer turned up. 

“Finding a dog that looked like Bouncer at the last 
minute proved difficult. It’s not like you can 
audition a dog. And let me tell you, 
hiring a dog isn’t cheap. Anyway, 
we booked a Bouncer lookalike. 

“And then we got a call on 
the day of the show to say 
that Lookalike Bouncer was 
ill so they were sending an 
identical Stunt Lookalike 
Bouncer. Suddenly Bouncer 
had turned from a meat 
eating well rounded 
canine to a slim and petite 
Jenny Craig lookalike. 

“Anyway the dog came 
on stage WITH its owner 
which wasn’t what I 
expected, I had thought 
the dog would wander 
on and over to me. But 
it didn’t. It forgot it was 
supposed to be Bouncer and started 
being a sniffer dog wondering 
if there were any treats in the 
stage.” 

Jason has spent a lifetime in the 
public eye and has learned to 
deal with fame. And in Jason 
Donovan and His Amazing 
Midlife Crisis he will explain 
how he’s handled it. 

“I never got into this 
business to be famous. It was 
a by-product of what I do, 
what I’m passionate about. 

However, that’s not to say I 


1 Too many broken hearts - Jason 
reveals all about his past 




haven’t enjoyed most parts of my fame. 
Look I came from Australia, where it 
was relatively calm, and then I 
came here and it was insane. 

“I found Joseph 
particularly challenging 
because of the workload, 
being in a theatre and 
the responsibilities of 
leading a cast eight shows 
a week. It was really 
claustrophobic. But other 
things happen and you 
start to not take this whole 
game too seriously. Today 
I can deal with it but back 
then I found the intensity 
of it all difficult.” 

Jason will also talk about 
his rebellious 1990s, when 
he went off the rails. “The 
90s was about rebellion. You 
find a lot of famous people rebel 
against their own image particularly 
if they’ve feel like they can’t even 
control their own image. I was trying 
to be cool in the 90s, but in fact I 
came to realise there is no such thing 
as cool, no such thing. 

“I had photographers chasing me 
around the world. It was just mad. 
There were people following me into 
the toilet to get an autograph.” 

These days, Jason is happily 
married with three kids and likes to 


Finding a dog that 
looked like Bouncer 
at the last minute 
proved difficult 


combine work with downtime, so that he can spend time 
with his family. He’ll talk about their importance and the 
way they help him to keep his feet on the ground. 

“As long as the kids are getting tickets to Ed Sheeran, 
Sam Smith, Beyonce, Coldplay or Chainsmokers through 
my contacts, then they’re happy. There are some great 
moments that come about because of doing this. It was 
incredible meeting Prince William at a Gary Barlow show, 
for instance. 

“And the reaction from Strictly was amazing. I think the 
kids were embarrassed when I signed up for that - but as 
soon as I started winning they didn’t think it was so bad 
after all.” 

• Jason will also take his show to Telford’s Oakengates 
Theatre on May 8 and Stafford’s Gatehouse Theatre on 
May 9. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 

























Tessa's no fool to take on 
role in play about justice 


IT WAS written just after the Second World 
War. But Terence Rattigan’s The Winslow 
Boy feels as relevant today as it must have 
done back then. 

With its themes of honesty and honour - allied to an 
imperfect justice system - it still resonates. 

The latest revival of the play is heading to 
Birmingham Rep from February 21 to March 3 and 
is being directed by the Rep’s former artistic director 
Rachel Kavanaugh, starring Tessa Peake-Jones, best 
known for Only Fools and Florses, and Aden Gillett. 

It focuses on the story of a young man, Ronnie 
Winslow, who is expelled from the Royal Navy College 
for stealing a five-shilling postal order. His entire family 
are pulled apart by the repercussions. 


Set in Edwardian London, the Winslow family fight 
to clear his name or face social ostracism as the case 
becomes a national scandal. Based on a real-life 
event, The Winslow Boy is a window into the class and 
political hypocrisy of the time. 

“It’s about family. Do they rally round?” said Tessa, 
who plays the boy’s mother. “Grace, my character, has 
a real meltdown and wonders why they are going on 
with it. They are losing money all the time on the court 
case with huge solicitors’ bills. She finds it hard to 
justify it and she has a point. 

“But it’s a moral dilemma. Do you give in because 
it’s easier to give in and live a quiet life and don’t make 
a fuss. Or, do you fight on, morally, because you want 
to prove a point. I think it’s still very relevant today.” 


Sunjay sings the 
blues at folk gig 


Up-and-coming blues and 
folk musician Sunjay is 
playing a gig in Kingswinford 
next week. 

Described as the the antithesis 
of your typical denim-clad, 
dishevelled folk and blues 
musician, Sunjay, pictured, has 
perfectly groomed hair, shining 
winkle picker boots and looks every 
inch the city slicker. Flowever, when 
the Stourbridge man starts to play 
the guitar and sing, music fans are 
transported to a world where blues 
and country music meld seamlessly 
amidst humid mangrove swamps. 

Fie will play at The Woodman 


Folk Club, Ashwood Marina, 
Kingswinford, tomorrow night 
(Friday). 

Sunjay’s earliest memories 
are, as a four-year old, learning 
Buddy Holly songs from his dad. 
During 2017, Sunjay played Buddy 
Holly, in Simon Fielder’s travelling 
theatre show of Buddy Holly & The 
Cricketers, a role he was offered 
when he went for an audition in 
London as a backing singer and 
guitarist. He recently released an 
album Sunjay Sings Buddy. 

Next Sunjay, whose full name 
is Sunjay Brain, is supporting folk 
stars Kathryn Roberts and Sean 
Lakeman on a UK tour, which 



comes to the 
Midland Arts 

Centre in Edgbaston on April 19. 

He has also recorded a new 
album of his own songs to be 
released later this year. 

Still only in his mid-20s, Sunjay 
has become a master guitarist, who 
has crafted his show to perfection. 

An evening with Sunjay is an 
evening of exquisite blues, country 
and folk combined with a master 
class in guitar playing interspersed 
with hilarious anecdotes - and even 
the occasional Buddy Holly song. 

The Kingswinford gig starts at 
8.30pm. Tickets are £7 and £8. For 
more details call (01384) 560462. 


Say Hello to jazz 
singer Irit at Glee 

Israeli jazz singer Irit will 
showcase her new album 
Hello at Birmingham’s 
Glee Club on Monday. 

The songwriter, pictured, 
who is also an actress 
and a former soldier, 
toured last year with 
Caro Emerald. Other key 
gigs: Tomorrow (Friday), 

Birmingham indie rockers 
JAWS at the Newhampton Arts 
Centre in Wolverhampton; Saturday, Grimsby 
rockers The Brew at Wolverhampton’s Slade 
Rooms; Sunday, veteran prog rock band Curved 
Air with Sonja Kristina at the Robin 2 in Bilston. 


House full for CBSO 
at Symphony Hall 

The City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra has 
one of its busiest weeks coming up with a series of 
major concerts at Symphony Hall as part of its 2017- 
18 season. 

The highlight is Saturday’s sold-out performance 
of Carmina Burana with the CBSO Symphony 
Orchestra, chorus and children’s chorus united 
under the baton of Michael Seal. That’s after Freddy 
Kempf gets his chance to shine during Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto. Kempf will also be performing that piece 
during today’s (Thursday’s) matinee performance 
with Elgar’s First Symphony. 

Next Thursday evening, February 22, Leo McFall 
will conduct the CBSO for Prokofiev’s Romeo and 
Juliet and Paul Lewis will be at the keys for Brahms’ 
volcanic First Piano Concerto. See www.thsh.co.uk 
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WHY NOT 
TRY OUR 
NEW MENU 

Mon - Saf 

12 noon - 2.30pm 
Mon - Thur 

6pm - 8pm 


FEBRUARY WHAT’S ON 


Fri 16th Alex Plus Disco 
Sat 17th James Wythes 
Sun 18th Starmakers Karaoke 
Mon 19th Bens Nig Night Out 

Tues 20th Predators Karaoke 

Wed 21st Chad White 
Thur 22nd Starmakers Karaoke 
Fri 23rd Lucas Adams 
Sat 24th Dave Golding 
Sun 25th Starmakers Karaoke 
Mon 26th Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Tue 27th Predators Karaoke 
Wed 28th Alex 



Daily 

Carvery 

Only 

£ 3.95 




MARCH WHAT’S ON 


Thur 1st 
Fri 2nd 
Sat 3rd 
Sun 4th 
Mon 5th 
Tues 6th 
Wed 7th 
Thur 8th 
Fri 9th 
Sat 10th 
Sun 11th 
Mon 12th 
Tues 13th 
Wed 14th 
Thur 15th 
Fri 16th 
Sat 17th 
Sun 18th 
Mon 19th 
Tues 20th 
Wed 21st 
Thur 22nd 
Fri 23rd 
Sat 24th 
Sun 25th 
Mon 26th 
Tues 27th 
Wed 28th 
Thur 29th 
Fri 30th 
Sat 31st 


Starmakers Karaoke 
Faye Horn 
The Disco Disciples 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Predators Karaoke 
Tyler Jon 

Starmakers Karaoke 
Nina Plus Disco 
Ariana Grande Tribute 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Predators Karaoke 
Adrian Michaels 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Meatloaf Tribute 
Charlie Waterford 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Predators Karaoke 
Chad White 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Carl Merry 
UB40 Tribute 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Bens Disco & Karaoke 
Predators Karaoke 
James Wythes 
Starmakers Karaoke 
Jacob 

Love 


Emily Abblss 


Sunday 

Carvery 

£ 5.50 

CHOICE OF 
4 MEATS 

12 NOON TO 
4.30PM 



High Street, Blackheath 

■* * Tel: 0121 561 5599 

Tj ’•MON-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 
Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 

We serve until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, lam Thursday, Till Late Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, S 
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Troy: Fall of a City 
(BBC1,9.10pm) 

New series. A encounter with 
the gods binds the fate of young 
herdsman Paris to that of his 
home city of Troy, and when he 
is granted the honour of visiting 
Sparta as a guest of King 
Menelaus, he falls in love with 
the beautiful queen Helen, with 
far-reaching consequences that 
threaten to bring an empire to 
its knees. David Farr's historical 
epic, starring Louis Hunter, 

Bella Dayne, Jonas Armstrong, 
David Threlfall, Frances 
O'Connor, David Gyasi, Joseph 
Mawle, Johnny Harris, Tom 
Weston-Jones, Chloe Pirrie, 
Aimee-Ffion Edwards, Alex 
Lanipekun, Alfred Enoch and 
David Avery. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Live Winter 
Olympics 2018. Coverage of day eight 
from PyeongChang, South Korea. 12.00 
Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 

Weather. 1.15 Live Winter Olympics 
2018. Continued coverage of day eight 
from PyeongChang, South Korea. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.25 BBC News. 5.35 
Regional Programme. 5.45 And They’re 
Off for Sport Relief. 

6.25 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong hosts as Jayne Torvill, 
Clare Balding, Jenny Jones, Amy 
Williams, Graham Bell, Rhona 
Howie and more compete in a 
Winter Olympics-themed edition 
of the quiz. 

7.15 All Together Now. Rob Beckett 
gives another selection of 
vocallists take to the stage, hoping 
to impress the 100-strong panel of 
judges enough to get them to sing 
along with their performance. This 
time, the would-be stars tackle 
Pharrell Williams’ ubiquitous hit 
Happy, Climb Every Mountain 
from The Sound of Music and 
Skyfall from the 007 film of the 
same name. The experts are also 
encouraged to join in with 
renditions of 1970s classics in the 
form of Candi Staton’s Young 
Hearts Run Free and the Jackson 
5’s Who’s Loving You. 

8.20 Casualty. Ethan plans to deal with 
surplus patients by sending them 
to a Clinical Decisions Unit, but 
this fails to fool the Rage in Resus 
blogger, who continues to expose 
the ED’s faults. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. New series. An 
encounter between a Trojan 
herdsman and the queen of Sparta 
sparks a conflict that brings an 
empire to its knees. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Action from the latest 
fifth-round matches, which 
included Brighton & Hove Albion v 
Coventry City and West Bromwich 
Albion v Southampton. 

11.35 Live at the Apollo. Adam Hills 
hosts an evening of stand-up at 
the Apollo in Hammersmith, 
London, introducing routines by 
Andi Osho and Terry Alderton. (R) 

12.20 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day nine from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 3.00 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Continued 
coverage of day nine from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 
Coverage of day eight from 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Live. 11.30 The Hairy 
Bikers’ Comfort Food. (R) 12.00 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Coverage of day 
eight from PyeongChang, South Korea. 

1.15 Escape to the Country. 1.45 Trust 
Me, I’m a Doctor. (R) 2.15 Film: The 
Third Man. (1949) Thriller, starring 
Joseph Cotten and Orson Welles. 4.00 
Flog It! (R) 4.45 Nigel Slater’s Middle 
East. (R) 5.45 Tom Kerridge: Lose 
Weight for Good. (R) 

6.15 Hugh’s Wild West. Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall follows the fortunes 
of a small buzzard family, and 
tracks salmon migrating upstream 
as his wildlife tour takes him to 
Dartmoor. 

7.15 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of the eighth day’s 
action from the 23rd staging of the 
Games, which takes place in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 

8.00 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. New series. The 
naturalist continues to explore the 
secrets behind evolution, this time 
focusing on the animal kingdom’s 
bizarre hybrids, including the 
“pizzly bear”. Previously seen on 
W. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring finds a 
German pilot trapped on top of the 
town clock by his parachute, so 
the platoon attempts a rescue 
mission. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. An extended edition in 
which Bill Bailey, Colin Lane and 
Desiree Burch join regular panellist 
Alan Davies to answer host Sandi 
Toksvig’s questions on the theme 
“Overseas”. 

9.45 Imagine-Mel Brooks: 

Unwrapped. Alan Yentob travels 
to Hollywood to interview Mel 
Brooks, the comedy actor, writer, 
producer and director who turned 
91 last year. At the time of filming, 
the musical theatre version of 
Brooks’ 1974 comedy horror 
Young Frankenstein has just 
opened on London’s West End. 
Yentob marks the occasion by 
profiling its creator, observing him 
at work and play, and revisiting 
archive interviews stretching back 
decades. 

11.00 Film: Young Frankenstein. (1974) 
12.40 Film: The Producers. (1968) 2.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.50 BBC 
News. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Fangbone. (R) 

8.10 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 
(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Be Cool, Scooby- 
Doo! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 James Martin’s 
Saturday Morning. 11.25 The Hungry 
Sailors. (R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 

12.30 Dancing on Ice. (R) 2.30 Britain’s 
Best Walks with Julia Bradbury. (R) 3.00 
Celebrity Catchphrase. (R) 4.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.20 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Take Me Out. A rower from 
Nottingham, a barman from Luton, 
a lifeguard from London and a 
football fan from Ipswich enter the 
“love lift” in the hope of 
impressing 30 single women and 
winning a date - but must first get 
the female participants to keep 
their lights on as a sign of 
approval. Host Paddy McGuinness 
presides on the matching process, 
and also catches up on the latest 
dating action from all the couples 
in Fernando’s as the dating game 
bows out for another series. Last 
in the series. 

8.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis hosts 
the conclusion of the blind 
auditions phase of the contest, as 
performers compete for the 
chance to impress judges 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Oily Murs and win 
one of the final places on the 
coaches’ teams. Those contenders 
surviving this stage of the 
competition remain in with a 
chance to win a recording contract 
with Polydor Records. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon hosts the game show in 
which celebrity panellists Paddy 
McGuinness, Catherine Tyldesley 
and Chris Kamara are challenged 
to identify the homes of the rich 
and famous. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: Lethal Weapon 3. (1992) 
Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh go 
on the trail of a former policeman 
selling impounded weaponry to 
criminal gang bosses. Thriller 
sequel, starring Mel Gibson. 

12.45 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 

(R) 6.20 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 

6.45 3rd Rock from the Sun. (R) 7.10 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.35 The King of 
Queens. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 12.00 The Simpsons. (R) 12.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun. 
(R) 4.35 The Secret Life of the Zoo. (R) 

5.35 TheSupervet. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Coastal 

Villages. New series. Penelope 
heads on a seaside journey around 
the coastal villages of the UK. In 
the first episode, she visits the 
seaside villages of West Sussex 
and the Isle of Wight, where she 
quickly finds herself immersed in 
stories of seafarers, smugglers 
and shipwrecks. Previously seen 
on More4. 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. New series. 
Natural History Museum 
palaeontologist Tori Herridge 
returns with the maritime 
documentary, which makes use of 
state-of-the-art technology to 
explore Britain’s coastline for signs 
of the nation’s seafaring history. 
This time, she begins in East 
Sussex, where she explores the 
wreck of a ship that sank in the 
1740s along with its cargo, and 
she uncorks a bottle filled with 
18th-century red wine. She also 
discovers a prehistoric well shaft 
that is now situated on the 
foreshore, but would have been 
much further inland 2,000 years 
ago. 

9.00 Film: Ted 2. (2015) Premiere. The 
foul-mouthed talking teddy bear is 
horrified to discover that he counts 
as property according to the law. 
He and his human best friend hire 
a pot-smoking lawyer to help them 
fight a court case and get Ted 
legally recognised as a person. 
Comedy sequel, starring Mark 
Wahlberg and Amanda Seyfried. 

11.15 Film: Dracula UntolcL (2014) 
Fantasy adventure, starring Luke 
Evans and Dominic Cooper. 

12.55 The Last Leg. (R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. 
(R) 3.55 Four Rooms with Sarah Beeny. 
(R) 4.50 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.45 Superfoods: The Real Story. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Cats Make You 
Laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 11.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 1.00 The A-Team. (R) 
2.00 The A-Team. (R) 3.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 4.00 Can’t Pay? 
We’ll Take It Away. (R) 5.00 Rich House, 
Poor House. (R) 

6.00 The Wonderful World of Puppies. 

Documentary charting the first few 
months of a dog’s life, following 
different breeds as they take the 
first steps on their own unique 
developmental journey. 

Dalmatians Daphne and Digby 
start to develop the spots that will 
mark them out for life, and take 
their first stumbling steps in the 
great outdoors. Ruby the toy 
poodle’s huge personality belies 
her diminutive frame, while 
abandoned Jack Russell pup 
Boomer’s shattered confidence 
will need to be rebuilt by the love 
of a foster home. (R) 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. A 
Lilliputian lope round the Inner 
Hebrides puts Jane in touch with 
her Scottish roots, as with just six 
other passengers she embarks on 
what is easily her smallest ever 
cruise. (R) 

8.00 The World’s Most Luxurious 
Cruise Ship. Part two of two. The 
Seven Seas Explorer’s designers 
rush to choose the luxury fittings 
and fixtures, before Princess 
Charlene of Monaco christens the 
vessel. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Colin Murray introduces highlights 
from the weekend’s games, 
including Cardiff City v 
Middlesbrough, Fulham v Aston 
Villa and Sunderland v Brentford. 
10.00Football on 5: Goal Rush. Colin 
Murray introduces all the goals 
from the weekend’s games in 
Leagues One and Two, including 
Milton Keynes Dons v Charlton 
Athletic and Barnet v Accrington 
Stanley. 

10.30 Film: There’s Something About 
Mary. (1998) A lovesick man hires 
a seedy detective to track down his 
high-school sweetheart - but 
discovers he has many rivals for 
her affections. Comedy, starring 
Cameron Diaz and Ben Stiller. 
12.40 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 4.00 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Dark: Nature’s Nighttime World 
8.00 Winter Olympics Extra 9.00 Modus 

10.35 Top of the Pops: 1985 11.10 The 
Joy of the Bee Gees 12.10 Southern Rock 
at the BBC 1.10 Sings Neil Diamond 1.40 
The Joy of the Bee Gees 2.40 From Ice to 
Fire: The Incredible Science of 
Temperature 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.45 Take Me Out 12.55 Mr Bean 1.30 
Film: The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 2.35 FYI Daily 2.40 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 

3.15 Film: Spy Kids (2001) 4.15 FYI 
Daily 4.20 Film: Spy Kids (2001) 5.05 
Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 6.10 FYI 
Daily 6.15 Film: Despicable Me 2 (2013) 
7.00 Film: Jurassic World (2015) 8.10 
FYI Daily 8.15 Film: Jurassic World 
(2015) 9.30 Survival of the Fittest 10.35 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.30 
The Cleveland Show 1.00 Film: Zack and 
Miri Make a Porno (2008) 2.00 FYI Daily 
2.05 Film: Zack and Miri Make a Porno 
(2008) 2.55 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

1.20 Film: Columbo: The Most Crucial 
Game (1972) 2.55 Lewis 4.55 Midsomer 
Murders 6.55 The Durrells 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.05 
The Good Karma Hospital 1.55 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Ascot 4.00 
Film: The Way West (1967) 5.05 FYI 
Daily 5.10 Film: The Way West (1967) 
6.25 Film: Casino Royale (1967) 7.25 
FYI Daily 7.30 Film: Casino Royale 
(1967) 9.00 Film: Executive Decision 
(1996) 10.30 FYI Daily 10.35 Film: 
Executive Decision (1996) 11.45 Film: 
Blade (1998) 12.45 FYI Daily 12.50 Film: 
Blade (1998) 2.05 The Protectors 2.35 
Counting Cars 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 Film: Casper (1995) 2.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Men in Black 
(1997) 9.00 Film: X-Men: First Class 
(2011) 11.35 Gogglebox 12.40 The Big 
Bang Theory 1.40 Celebs Go Dating 2.45 
Celebs Go Dating: Valentines 3.35 Celebs 
Go Dating 4.30 How I Met Your Mother 

5.15 Rude(ish)Tube 
Film4 

1.00 Judy Moody and the Not Bummer 
Summer (2011) 2.45 Young Sherlock 
Holmes (1985) 4.55 Ice Age: The 
Meltdown (2006) 6.40 The Day After 
Tomorrow (2004) 9.00 Lone Survivor 
(2013) 11.20 The Fly 11 (1989) 1.25 The 
Voices (2014) 3.35 Close 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


FOR A GREAT NIGHT OUT, 
TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 


John and the team at The Widders 
on Barrack Lane, Halesowen simply 
aim to deliver a great customer 
experience. 

With a warm welcome and a great 
range of Beers, lagers, ciders and 
premium spirits to choose from their 
customers don’t go home disappointed. 

As well has offering a great range 
of drinks inside the pub we have now 
officially opened our very own Gin 
Shed, offering a great range of premium 
Gins. 

If sport is your thing then The Widders 
offers various sporting events on their 
screen including all major boxing 


events as well as football. Look out for 
this year’s World Cup which we will be 
shown on our BIG screen in our beer 
garden. 

If you want to be actively involved then 
look no further than the darts board, 
dominoes and cards! If you are looking 
to be part of a team or bring your own 
team to the venue, hold a charity fund 
raising event for various causes then 
why not speak to John who will be more 
than happy to accommodate. 

Why not look out for our regular Disco/ 
Karaoke nights, as well as our live 
entertainment. Don’t miss out for our 
Family Fun days, every Sunday before 



the bank holiday we have a bouncy 
castle, BBQ and Karaoke which is sure 
to keep all the family happy! 

The Widders also have a FREE 
function room available, which is ideal 
for Birthdays, Christenings, Band 
Practice or even a Strumming night just 
to name a few. For further details give 
John a call on 07583 444280. 

For further information stay up to date 
via our Facebook page. 


NEW FOR 






FREE FUNCTION 
ROOM AVAILABLE.. 


IDEAL FOR 



Birthdays Christenings 
Anniversaries Meetings 
Band Practice Strumming Night 


Call John Today 07583 444280 



and all White Goods 

"Pon’t go and buy a new one, 
get it repaired...” 


©MIMS® 

41a Hagley Mall, Cornbow Centre 

0121 5509800 





SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 

Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes 

• Free Local Delivery 

• Free Measuring 

• Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen 
Call: 0121 561 4607 


TOP 2 
FOOT 
HEALTH 


COMPLETE FOOTCARE SERVICE 

SHARON BYATT DIPCFHP 
MPSPRACT DIPBMEC 

REDUCE PAIN IN FEET, 
KNEES, HIPS AND LOWER 
BACK WITH 

PRESCRIPTION ORTHOTICS 

BOOK FOR A BIOMECHANICAL 
ASSESSMENT 

www.top2foot.co.uk 

0121 422 8225 OR 
07787 521459 

23B HOWLEY GRANGE ROAD, 

HALESOWEN 

WEST MIDLANDS. B62 OHN 























































































British Academy Film 
Awards 2018 
(BBC1,9pm) 

Joanna Lumley hosts the 
awards ceremony live from the 
Royal Albert Hall. This year's 
nominated films are Call Me By 
Your Name, Darkest Hour, 
Dunkirk, The Shape of Water 
and Three Billboards outside 
Ebbing, Missouri, while Jamie 
Bell, Daniel Day-Lewis, Gary 
Oldman, Timothee Chalamet, 
Daniel Kaluuya, Annette 
Bening, Sally Hawkins, Frances 
McDormand, Margot Robbie 
and Saoirse Ronan are among 
the actors in the running for 
awards. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.55 Match of the Day: 

FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 
12.00 BBC News; Weather. 12.15 Live 
Winter Olympics 2018. Continuing 
coverage from PyeongChang, South 
Korea. 3.35 Match of the Day Live: The 
FA Cup. Rochdale v Tottenham Hotspur 
(Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Anita 
Rani present the show from 
Anglesey, where they go in search 
of harbour porpoises, investigate 
the boom in Menai mussels, talk 
to children who work to keep the 
beaches clear of plastic, and meet 
a squirrel whisperer. Plus, Helen 
Skelton reports on faux fur and 
Adam Henson discovers how 
farmers are using facial 
recognition technology to spot 
problems with their livestock. 

7.30 Hold the Sunset. New series. 
Comedy, starring Alison Steadman 
as a retired woman whose dreams 
for the future are disrupted when 
her middle-aged son abandons his 
family and moves back into her 
house. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Rumours 

spread around Poplar that a sailor 
with smallpox is hiding 
somewhere in town. Nurse Crane 
and Dr Turner try to track him 
down before he causes an 
outbreak. 


9.00 British Academy Film Awards 
2018. Joanna Lumley hosts the 
awards ceremony live from the 
Royal Albert Hall. This year’s 
nominated films are Call Me By 
Your Name, Darkest Hour, 

Dunkirk, The Shape of Water and 
Three Billboards outside Ebbing, 
Missouri, while Jamie Bell, Daniel 
Day-Lewis, Gary Oldman, 
Timothee Chalamet, Daniel 
Kaluuya, Annette Bening, Sally 
Hawkins, Frances McDormand, 
Margot Robbie and Saoirse Ronan 
are among the actors in the 
running for awards. 

11.00 BBC News. 

11.20 Regional Programme. 

11.30 Julius Caesar Revealed. Mary 
Beard explores the life, reign and 
legacy of the Roman emperor. (R) 

12.30 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 

Coverage from PyeongChang, South 

Korea. 3.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. 


BBC2 


6.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. Eilidh 
Barbour presents coverage of day nine. 
9.00 Live Winter Olympics 2018. Further 
coverage of day nine from PyeongChang, 
South Korea. 12.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 1.45 A Vicar’s Life. (R)2.15 
The Crane Gang. (R) 3.15 South Korea: 
Earth’s Hidden Wilderness. (R) 4.15 
Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Back 
in Time for Tea. (R) 

6.00 New York: America’s Busiest City. 

Behind the scenes with the team 
who look after all 843 acres of 
Central Park, revealing the hidden 
systems and organisational 
miracles that keep the world’s 
busiest urban park clean and 
green. Plus, Ant Anstead sees how 
an entirely new district is being 
built on top of a functioning rail 
depot in Manhattan and Dan Snow 
is in Coney Island, where he 
discovers that television, air 
conditioning and extreme weather 
almost killed off this historic 
amusement zone. (R) 

7.00 Winter Olympics-Today at the 
Games. Clare Balding presents 
highlights of day nine’s action 
from the 23rd staging of the 
Games, which takes place in 
PyeongChang, South Korea. 

8.00 Dragons’Den. The panel assess 
the profit-making potential of a 
combined toothbrush and mobile 
game controller, a range of Scottish 
gins, and a device for relieving back 
pain. Last in the series. 

9.00 Life and Death Row: The Mass 
Execution. New series. 
Documentary folllowing prisoners 
in Arkansas awaiting execution 
following the state’s reintrodution 
of the death penalty. 

10.00The Mash Report. Nish Kumar 
and a cast of comedy 
correspondents present the 
satirical and surreal take on the 
week’s news. (R) 

10.30 Live at the Apollo. Rob Beckett 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London.(R) 

11.15Cleverman. Koen confronts Linda 
about the dark secret from their 
past, Nerida, Alinta and Latani are 
arrested by the Containment 
Authority and Jarli takes Charlotte 
to the land of the Bindawu. 

12.05 Film: Guess Who’s Coming to 
Dinner. (1967) 1.50 Sign Zone: Question 
Time. (R) 2.50 Holby City. (R) 3.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.55 BBC 
News. 



ITV || CHANNEL 4 lCHANNEL5 ||PIGITAL 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 The Aquabats! 
Super Show! (R) 6.35 Dino Dana. (R) 
6.50 Super 4. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Marvel’s 
Avengers: Ultron Revolution. 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ben 10. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Spy 
School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Wishfart. (R) 
9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love Your Garden. 
(R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Martin Lewis Money Show. (R) 11.25 
The Voice UK. (R) 12.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.00 The Harbour. (R) 1.30 The 
Cruise: Return to the Mediterranean. (R) 
2.00 What Would Your Kid Do? (R) 3.00 
Britain’s Brightest Family. (R) 3.30 
Tipping Point. (R) 4.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 4.45 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.00 The Chase: Celebrity 
Special. (R) 

6.00 Dancing on Ice. Phillip Schofield 
and Holly Willoughby present as 
the seven remaining pro-celebrity 
couples put their training into 
practice in a battle to win viewers’ 
votes, impress the judges and 
survive another week on the ice. 

As always, Chris Dean, Jayne 
Torvill, Jason Gardiner and Ashley 
Banjo will be scoring them out of 
10, but it will only be after the 
viewers have voted that the 
unlucky two in the skate off will be 
revealed. Singer Camila Cabello 
provides the music. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse suspects a 
connection between a woman’s 
disappearance and the unsolved 
murder of a teenager several years 
previously. However, the discovery 
of a body and some unusual 
elements to the crime scene 
suggest another possibility. 
Thursday investigates a lorry 
hijack which he believes could be 
the work of a local gangster, and 
Fancy takes on an informant who 
is subsequently murdered. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15 Frustrated Britain: Caught on 
Camera. Examining things that 
angerthe public, featuring an 
annoying brother, afoul-mouthed 
granny, celebrities seeing red, and 
a woman angered by poor 
spelling. (R) 

12.10 Car Wars UK. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Frasier. (R) 
8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Jamie and 
Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.25 The Simpsons. (R) 2.55 Film: The 
SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water. 
(2015) Premiere. Animated comedy. 

4.45 Film: Rio 2. (2014) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Posh Pawn. James enjoys a tipple 
from an unusual £75,000 fire 
engine bar, memorabilia expert 
Lawrence is presented with an 
autograph collection that could be 
worth £20,000, and a former 
model wants to sell some designer 
bags to the high-end pawnbrokers 
to finance the renovation of her 
house and her body. (R) 

8.00 The First Brit: Secrets of the 
10,000 Year Old Man. 
Documentary following scientists 
at the Natural History Museum and 
University College London 
studying Britain’s oldest human 
remains. The skeleton was 
unearthed in Cheddar Gorge, 
Somerset, and has been dated as 
10,000 years old. Two of the 
world’s most acclaimed 
palaeontological model makers are 
attempting to recreate the human 
face of this ancient Briton. 

9.00 Homeland. New series. The 
espionage drama returns for a 
seventh season. Saul and the 200 
other federal employees detained 
after the attempt on the President¬ 
elect’s life are still in prison, while 
the new head of state’s 
administration continues to come 
under scrutiny. Carrie has left her 
position in the White House and 
moved back to DC, living with her 
sister Maggie and her family as 
she takes on the Keane 
administration and tries to secure 
the release of her mentor and 
colleagues. Starring Claire Danes. 

10.15 Film: Our Kind of Traitor. (2016) 
Premiere. A couple are thrown into 
the murky world of espionage 
when a Russian gangster asks 
them to smuggle classified 
information. Thriller, With Ewan 
McGregor and Naomie Harris. 

12.20 TheSupervet. (R) 1.15 The 
World’s Most Expensive Food. (R) 2.05 
Obsessive Compulsive Cleaners. (R) 

3.00 Four Rooms with Sarah Beeny. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 The Mr Men Show. (R) 
6.30 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The 
Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. 

(R) 6.45 Simon. (R) 6.50 Simon. (R) 
6.55 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.05 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.15 Thomas & Friends. (R) 7.25 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.40 Oily the Little 
White Van. (R) 7.50 Blaze and the 
Monster Machines. (R) 8.15 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 8.35 Nella the Princess Knight. (R) 
8.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 9.00 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.20 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.35 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Football on 5: 
The Championship. (R) 11.25 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 12.00 Pets Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. 12.30 Film: Justin 
and the Knights of Valour. (2013) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Freddie Highmore. 2.15 Film: PS I Love 
You. (2007) Romantic drama, starring 
Hilary Swank and Gerard Butler. 4.45 
Film: Something’s Gotta Give. (2003) 
Romantic comedy, starring Jack 
Nicholson and Diane Keaton. 5.45 5 
News Update. 5.50 Film: Something’s 
Gotta Give. (2003) Concluded. 

7.00 5 News Weekend. 

7.10 Greatest Celebrity Wind-Ups 
Ever! Joe Pasquale revisits 
hilarious celebrity pranks, with 
first-hand accounts from the 
people responsible for staging the 
tricks, and the unfortunate stars 
on the receiving end. (R) 

8.00 Dumb Daredevils: Caught in the 
Act. lain Lee narrates comical 
videos featuring would-be 
daredevils, including a blogger 
who will do anything his followers 
tell him to, including jumping off 
Tower Bridge. Plus, the 
programme meets a man whose 
daredevil marriage proposal has 
been viewed millions of times and 
has led to an unusual career 
change. 

9.00 When Comedy Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Julian Clary narrates a 
compilation of disastrous mishaps 
from comedy shows. Featuring a 
stunt fight that ended badly for 
Russell Howard, an incident that 
left Tony Hancock determined to 
never perform live again, and a 
rare outtake from a long-forgotten 
sitcom in which Ian Ogilvy and 
Lionel Jeffries nearly drown. 

12.00 Bette Midler: By Her Friends. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Cowboy 
Builders. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Winter Olympics Extra 
9.00 Akala’s Odyssey 10.00 Film: In 
Order of Disappearance (2014) 11.50 
From Ice to Fire: The Incredible Science 
of Temperature 12.50 The Secret Life of 
Books: Cider with Rosie 1.50 Modus 
4.05 Close 
ITV2 

2.20 Film: Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost 
Dreams (2002) 3.20 FYI Daily 3.25 Film: 
Spy Kids 2: Island of Lost Dreams (2002) 

4.20 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 5.20 
FYI Daily 5.25 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 6.20 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle 
of the Five Armies (2014) 7.20 FYI Daily 
7.25 Film: The Hobbit: The Battle of the 
Five Armies (2014) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 
10.00 Survival of the Fittest 11.00 Family 
Guy 12.30 American Dad! 1.25 The 
Cleveland Show 1.55 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.25 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

1.35 Les Dawson Forever 3.40 The 
Durrells 5.50 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Film: Elizabeth: The Golden Age (2007) 
12.15 The Security Men 1.15 Blue 
Murder 2.35 Judge Judy 3.00 George 
and Mildred 4.20 Road to Avonlea 
ITV4 

12.35 Pawn Stars 2.25 Hornblower 4.40 
Film: The Way West (1967) 5.45 FYI 
Daily 5.50 Film: The Way West (1967) 
7.05 Film: The Train Robbers (1973) 

8.10 FYI Daily 8.15 Film: The Train 
Robbers (1973) 9.00 Film: High Plains 
Drifter (1973) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: High Plains Drifter (1973) 11.10 
Film: Memphis Belle (1990) 12.10 FYI 
Daily 12.15 Film: Memphis Belle (1990) 

1.20 The Professionals 
E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 1.00 Toy Story 
Toons: Hawaiian Vacation 1.15 The Big 
Bang Theory: Sheldon’s Family Tree 6.15 
The Big Bang Theory 7.15 Film: Men in 
Black II (2002) 9.00 Celebs Go Dating 
10.00 Naked Attraction 11.05 The Big 
Bang Theory 12.00 Gogglebox 1.05 
Celebs Go Dating 2.10 Don’t Tell the 
Bride: Valentine’s Day 3.05 First Dates 
Abroad 3.30 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 Last Holiday (2006) 3.10 Carry On 
Jack (1963) 5.00 Napoleon Dynamite 
(2004) 6.50 Gl Joe: Retaliation (2013) 
9.00 The Family (2013) 11.10 Zero Dark 
Thirty (2012) 2.15 The Future (2011) 
4.00 Close 



Opening hours: Mon-Fri 7 am-5.30 pm, Sat 7-4.30 pm 

127 Bridgnorth Road, Stourbridge DY8 3NX 
Tel: 01384 395460 




BESPOKE AND CONTRACT 
FURNITURE DESIGN 
& UPHOLSTERY 


Stockists of celebrity furniture 


Full re-upholstery service available 
Replacement foam seats 


Specialists 
riser recline 
chairs and 
reclining 
settees 


'Made to me 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, Long Lane Halesowen, 
West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Tel: 0121 559 7143 E: sales@gdupholstery.co.uk 
OO0 www.gdupholstery.co.uk 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Final Recourse, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A wealthy businesswoman spirals into substance 
abuse as a way of dealing with a tragedy, and, in the 
haze of a drunken stupor, she is kidnapped. Held in a 
makeshift prison by her captors, she goes through the 
agony of drug and alcohol withdrawal, before 
managing to escape and return home to her family. It’s 
only then, however, that she realises someone close 
to home may have been behind her abduction. 

Thriller, starring Teri Polo and Chazz Palminteri. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Deadly Departure, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The family of FBI agent Sarah Plummer are taken 
hostage while she is on a flight to Washington, DC. 
While on the flight, she meets a mysterious stranger 
seated beside her, and is forced to make a decision 
that could cost her the lives of her husband and 
12-year-old son. Action, starring Dina Meyer, Victoria 
Pratt and Justin Johnson. (2016) 



WEDNESDAY 

A Housekeeper’s Revenge, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A student fears for her life after a number of disturbing 
occurrences, leaving her desperately searching for the 
culprit. The search leads to her family housemaid - 
unaware their connection is much deeper than 
expected. Thriller, starring Chrysti Ane. (2016) 

THURSDAY 

Killer Obsession, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A National Guard solder returns from the frontline in 
Iraq and struggles to return to a normal life. To make 
matters worse, she finds herself blamed for a friendly 
fire incident in which two Americans were killed - and 
then she becomes the target of an obsessed fellow 
soldier seeking revenge for their deaths. Thriller, 
starring Roxanne McGee. (2016) 

FRIDAY 

Underworld: Rise of the Lycans, Channel 4, 
12.05am 

A werewolf leads a revolution against the vampire king 
who has enslaved his race, starting a centuries-long 
war. Fantasy horror prequel, starring Michael Sheen 
and Bill Nighy. (2009) 


Grim new case is far from 
child’s play for Marcella 


Y ou might be well-apprised of 
the police procedural format 
by now; typically, our hero 
detectives are broody rebels 
touched by crime-solving genius. 

In ITV’s Twitter-storming 2016 
‘London Noir’ thriller Marcella, the 
heroine had bigger issues than a 
meddling DCI or an unhealthy 
relationship with booze - plagued by 
dissociative fugues, DS Marcella 
Backland suffered periodical black¬ 
outs, and while she appeared to 
function normally during these 
moments, she was later unable to 
remember anything she had done 
during these episodes. 

This proved incredibly 
problematic when her cheating 
husband’s mistress suddenly 
turned up dead - and Marcella 
wasn’t able to say with any 
confidence whether this was the 
work of a fugitive serial killer, or her 
own misdeed. 

Naturally, this issue became the 
core of the show’s appeal, and the 
fact wasn’t lost on actress Anna 
Friel: “It’s a study of a woman on the 
edge of a nervous breakdown whilst 


holding down a really full on job.”. 

Just like it’s ITV crime-drama 
stablemate Broadchurch, Marcella 
gave its female lead a highly 
personal stake in catching the killer, 
and the idea carries over to the 
second series. In the words of writer 
Hans Rosenfeldt: “Marcella is a 
show that is just as much about 
Marcella being Marcella as it is 
about her being a police officer. So, 
it works best when the case she is 
working on is connected to her 
personal life in some way.” 

This time around, we catch up 
with her following a grim discovery 
inside a wall. The body of a child is 
found, clothed in a school blazer 
and surrounded by soft toys, and 
Marcella is devastated when she 
realises the tragic victim is Leo 
Priestley, a boy who was abducted 
a few years earlier - and one who 
had been friends with her own son 
Edward. 

As a result, work follows Marcella 
back home once again. Not only 
must she protect her own children 
from a deadly predator, but she also 
has to help her son come to terms 


with the death of a schoolmate. And 
it seems her efforts might not quite 
hit the mark. 

“Marcella has thoughts on 
whether she deserves to be a 
mother or not,” states Friel. “She 
seems to try her best but maybe 
that’s not enough.” 

Considering the demands of 
playing a character whose life falls 
apart on a routine basis, it must be 
hard for the ex-Brookside star to get 
back into Marcella’s head-space. 
Not so, claims Friel: “As soon as the 
fringe was cut back in and my hair 
was pulled back into the ponytail, I 
was like ‘oooh, she’s back’”. 

For some, though, the mark of a 
great Scandi-style thriller heroine 
rests solely on her wardrobe. 

Danish actress Sarah Lund 
famously jump-started a knitwear 
revolution with her Faroe Isle jumper 
in The Killing, and back in 2016, 
high-street retailers struggled to 
keep up with demand for replicas of 
Marcella’s own fur-trimmed casual 
parka. So does the coat make a 
reappearance this series? 



Anna Friel stars in Marcella, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

24 Hours in Police Custody 
Channel 4, 9pm 

The return of the programme that follows the work of 
Bedfordshire Police around-the-clock, with enquiries 
covered from the cells at Luton to the operational 
heart of major cases. The first edition goes behind 
the scenes of a major investigation into an allegation 
of police corruption, with the unprecedented access 
given by the police meaning that cameras are 
allowed to document all of the twists and turns of the 
case as detectives track down, arrest and then 
charge one of their fellow officers. 

TUESDAY 

The Dog Rescuers with Alan Davies 
Channel 5, 8pm 

As a nation we’re obsessed with dogs, so little 
wonder this series featuring the Ql veteran has 
been so successful over the years. Now it’s back for 
a sixth run, and once more the heart-warming 
documentary profiles RSPCA officers, including 
Sarah Gardener. She enters one of the largest 
multi-dog households ever seen. Cameras also 
follow Anthony Pulfer, who attempts to help six dogs 
caught in a house fire in south east London, and 
there’s a happy ending for two dogs left in the lurch 
by their owner. 


Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

As the eponymous region is relatively small, there 
are only so many places killers can run - the airport 
or the coast. So Jimmy Perez has an easier job 
than some TV detectives. Or does he? Considering 
the problems he’s faced over the years, one of 
Shetland’s most amiable detectives is beset by no 
end of bad luck, so hopefully he’ll get a break in the 
latest offering. The hunt is on for Malone’s attacker, 
Tosh investigates Forst Energy in the serch for 
Sally’s killer, and DNA in the Kilmuir case yields a 
surprising result. Good support comes from Alison 
O’Donnell. 

Working for Weinstein 
Channel 4,10pm 

For years the Weinstein Company and 
Miramax were film brands synonymous 
with quality productions. And then 
everything changed. Under criminal 
investigation in Britain and the US, 
expelled from Bafta and the 
Academy of Motion Pictures, 

Harvey Weinstein’s fall from 
grace has been swift since 
allegations of sexual abuse and 
harassment emerged against 


him last October. This documentary hears 
testimony from those who worked with him across 
30 years of British film, and investigates how he 
kept his accusers quiet for decades. 

WEDNESDAY 

The BRIT Awards 2018 
ITV, 8pm 

The all-conquering Ed Sheeran may 
have dominated the charts on both 
sides of the Atlantic over the past 12 
months, but tonight he could well be 
upstaged by a 22-year-old 
breakthrough pop star from London. 
Dua Lipa, who scored a huge 

summer hit with New Rules, 
has earned the most 
nominations at the 2018 
Brit awards, receiving 
nods in the British 
Female Solo Artist, 
Breakthrough Act, 
Single, Video and 
British Album. 
Another one of the 
biggest sellers of 
2017, Sam 
Smith’s The 


Thrill of it All, has been completely shut out of the 
nominations. But the good news for his fans though 
is that he is confirmed to perform, as are the likes 
of Foo Fighters, Justin Timberlake and Rita Ora. 
Finally, new host Jack Whitehall has been brought 
in to inject some risque humour into proceedings. 

THURSDAY 
Girls on the Edge 
BBC2, 9pm 

Observational documentary following three girls 
who have been sectioned under the Mental Health 
Act to prevent them from harming themselves. Their 
detainment is indefinite and the film explores the 
impact on them, their siblings and their parents, 
who do not know when their children will be allowed 
home. They include a 17-year-old who hopes to be 
discharged before her 18th birthday and a 16-year- 
old whose mother is desperate to have her home - 
but is worried about having the responsibility of 
keeping her daughter safe once more. 

FRIDAY 

Live Six Nations Rugby Union 
BBC1,7.30pm 

France v Italy (Kick-off 8.00pm). Coverage of the 
match from the third round of fixtures, which takes 
place at Orange Velodrome in Marseille. 




The charming tale of four ageing opera singers, 
featuring Paul Nicholas, Wendi Peters, 

Sue Holderness and Jeff Rawle. 


Box Office Book Online 

0121 236 4455 BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK 



BIRMINGHAM 

REPERTORY 

THEATRE 


Registered in England 295910 
Charity No.223660 


f ARTS COUNCIL 
W 9 I ENGLAND 
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PLEATED BLINDS ✓ 
ROMAN BLINDS ✓ 
SENSIS BLINDS ✓ 
SKY LIGHT BLINDS ✓ 







► Natural gas or Ipg 

► Can be fitted into class 1, 
class 2 and pre cast flues 

► Flue and venting options 

► Manual control with 
integral ignition 

► Log fuel bed 

► Up to 78% efficient 

► 3.6k output 


For complete peace of mind and a friendly service, 
why not visit Gasway in Lower High Street, ¥ 
Stourbridge DY81TA. 01384 372246 


Fm aftclit 


SHOOGTJ 


THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Part of Express & Star L 
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BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Club which may 
improve the flow of 
writing (7) 

7. Passed a writer in 
the street (5) 

9. One taking part (5) 

10. Settled for having 
the team in red (7) 

12. Be likely to profit by 
a rise? (5,2,4) 

14. Not an offence, but 
a solicitor may be 
consulted about it 
(5,6) 

18. Invest capital, 
perhaps? (7) 

19. Look well on (5) 

21. Colour an Irishman 
goes about in (5) 

22. Declining music for 
a song (7) 


Down 

1. You can put it on a 
horse that’s a sure 
thing (5) 

2. Not quite a fifty 
majority (6) 

3. A small court of law 

(3) 

4. Bound over for 
three months (6) 

5. Succeed with a will 
in their resolve (7) 

8. Willingly die? (7) 

11. General form of 
increase (7) 

13. Some leavers 
reform (7) 

15. Spoils a signal and 
gets into a row (6) 

16. Not even a strange 
thing (6) 

17. Charles I was an old 
woman! (5) 

20. Hardened bunch (3) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

6. Wretched (7) 

1. Truck (5) 

7. She-fox (5) 

9. First-rate (5) 

2. Culmination (6) 

3. Globe (3) 

4. Indication (6) 

10. Advise (7) 

5. Keepsake (7) 

12. Remonstrate (11) 

8. House (7) 

14. Prodigal (11) 

11. Summon (7) 

18. Fluent (7) 

19. Flood (5) 

13. Elucidate (7) 

15. Recompense (6) 

16. Serviette (6) 

21. Ardent (5) 

1 7. Garret (5) 

22. Shortage (7) 

20. Not many (3) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 6 Grounds; 7 Umber; 

9 Car; 10 Ordinance; 12 Grasscutter; 

15 Under his hat; 17 Willpower; 19 Rot; 21 Steer; 
22 Malaise. Down: 1 Break; 2 Out; 3 Oder; 

4 Impartial; 5 Teacher; 8 Discus; 11 Orderlies; 

13 School; 14 Anxiety; 16 Loose; 18 Elan; 

20 Lay. 

QUICK - Across: 6 Heathen; 7 Loyal; 9 Age; 

10 Imprudent; 12 Second-class; 15 Infantrymen; 
17 Continual; 19 Pry; 21 Acute; 22 Astound. 
Down: 1 Feign; 2 Sty; 3 Deem; 4 Gondolier; 

5 Earnest; 8 Friday; 11 Devastate; 13 Outing; 

14 Invoice; 16 Brine; 18 Also; 20 Rot. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which delicacy comes in American, 
Norway and spiny varieties? 

2. Which composer was Richard Wagner’s 
father-in-law? 

3. How is the laughing jackass also known? 

4. What was Thomas Edison’s middle name? 

5. Who was Lynne Frederick’s first husband? 


6. Which Yorkshire town includes the remains 
of the castle where Richard II died? 

7. What type of edible plant is laver? 

8. What is a skink? 

9. In which sport are the Swaythling and 
Corbillon Cups contested? 

10. Which dreamer was the creation of US 
humorist James Thurber? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Bernard; 2 Foreign Secretary; 3 Pool; 4 
David Langton; 5 Scrofula; 6 Charlie Chaplin; 7 
Mermaid; 8 Rosh Hashanah; 9 George VI; 

10 Lerner and Loewe. 

Niner: SIDETRACK 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

4389 gives grime, 

1726 gives more grime, 

5834 gives residue. 
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BUSINESS 

AWARDS 


Sponsors 


HameScrve *7*' 

♦ UMitktvMiN iltodigital 


Associate sponsors 


♦ v . yrT Z7 


WANT TO RAISE 
THE PROFILE 


OF YOUR Cl 

OMPANY? 



ENTER THE 


REGION'S P 

’REMIERl 

business ; 

\WARDS | 


Check out the categories: 

• Best Use of Technology 

• Business Person of the Year 

• Business of the Year 

• Community Champion 

• Family Business of the Year 

• Growth & Innovation Award 

• Manufacturing Champion 

• Micro Business of the Year 

• Small to Medium Sized 
Business of the Year 

• Tradesperson of the Year 

• Young Business of the Year 



Edinburgh 

& the Firth of Forth Railway 

Departing Sunday 22 Apr 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Bruce Hotel, East Kilbride 

✓ Heritage train journey on the Bo’ness & Kinneil 
Railway 

✓ Falkirk Wheel boat trip 

✓ Excursions to Edinburgh, Loch Lomond & the 
Falkirk Wheel 


5 Days 

by Coach 


now only 

£ 280 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 

JJustGof 

Holidays 


IWf 

■JKsBsl ST 


Chester 

& the Waterways of Cheshire 

Departing Sunday 29 Apr 

from Dudley, Halesowen & Stourbridge 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 4 nights DBB at the Last Drop Village Hotel, 
Bolton 

✓ Combined lift and river cruise at the Anderton 
Boat Lift 

✓ Cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal 

✓ Excursion to Chester 


5 Days 

by Coach 


now only 

£ 305 


For details go to businessawards.expressandstar.com 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 

or visit online at justgoholidays.com/RT minutes packagt 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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Stone me, this is really something! 


Idyllic pool setting for 
adults and children 



Just some of the many 
popular alignments 


THEY arrived in their coachloads, packing 
the car parks and lining the streets. I know 
this area of France is beautiful but we were 
curious to see what this attraction was. 

We soon spotted the answer - hundreds of stones 
lined up- they are called the alignments and date back 
centuries. What they are exactly and why they are all 
there no-one seems to really know. It is believed they 
have a religious or spiritual link and they certainly draw 
the crowds - at all times of the day. 

We were lucky to be staying at a stunning Castels 
site near Carnac in Brittany, just across the road from 
the stones so we had a bird’s eye view. No, we had 
not chosen that site for that reason - in fact this was 
just another lovely surprise at the stunning La Grand 
Metaire site. 

RELAXED 

We arrived early evening after a very relaxing Brittany 
Ferries crossing from Plymouth to Roscoff, the perfect 
crossing for the area as it was a relatively short drive to 
the site - just over two hours. 

And with a cabin with a television we could relax and 
watch a bit of the tennis on TV before we docked. Even 
possible to have a shower in the cabin so you can start 
the journey feeling refreshed. 

We have travelled to France many times over the 
years And one thing we always comment on is the 
roads. On our way to Carnac we encountered no holds 
up - nothing, like the M5 or M6 - and very very few 
potholes. What a luxury! 

We were child and grandchild free for the week but 
for families there is plenty to entertain younger ones 
with zip wires, pony rides, pools with slides, indoor pool 
- just in case of rain - although the weather was lovely 
while we were there, tennis, mini golf etc. 


And the entertainments team excelled themselves 
with shows every night in the bar or the ampitheatre. 

There were so many lovely areas close to the site and 
as we had hire bikes for the week it was a great way 
to tour around. A short ride took us into the centre of 
Carnac where the Sunday market is bustling with both 
the locals and tourists and Carnac Plage, full of bars 
and shops. Further afield we ventured into Trinite sur 
Mer a lovely tourist spot with a huge port, and on to the 
quaint village of Plouharnel. 

A little bit furher afield and back to four wheels now 
took us to the walled city of Vannes where we picnicked 
by the riverside and Auray - the old and the new areas. 
Parking no problem and very cheap. 

Back to the site where we enjoyed morning tennis and 
evening petangue and popped to see the on-site animal 


collection with goats, chicken and the endearing 
alpacas.... but do not feed! 

Our very modern mobile home was in the perfect 
spot, a secluded corner with plenty of space and its own 
BO so we could eat out every night and sip - no gulp 
down - lots of the lovely, very cheap, French wine. The 
site also offers pitches for tents. 

The first night we were greeted at our emplacement 
by a bunch of pirates, not scary though just a plug for 
that night’s show. The whole site staff, entertainers etc, 
were very helpful and provided tips, maps etc on places 
to visit. I can speak some French but hardly needed to 
as their English was so good. A lovely holiday, so well 
looked after and entertained, who could ask for more 
and my love of France just gets stronger. 

SUEATTWATER 


FACTFILE 


AFerry.co.uk is the leading online ferry brand that can service all your global 
ferry needs, with more than 2,000 routes around the world from more than 150 
ferry companies. With apps for iPhone and Android, and a website optimised 
for mobile, tablet and desktop devices you can compare and book ferries from 
wherever you are with ease. Visitwww.AFerry.co.uk 

Created in 1959 Les Castels is a collection of 32 four and five star glamping 
sites across France offering a wide choice of accommodation with everything 
from chalets and mobile homes to tree houses, gypsy caravans, houses on 
stilts and apartments. The facilities and entertainment vary from site to site, 
no two are alike, however one thing that unifies the group as a whole is the 
Les Castels environmental approach. Visit http://www.camping-castels.co.uk 

Brittany Ferries operates the longer routes from Portsmouth, Poole and Plym¬ 
outh direct to Brittany and Normandy saving miles of unnecessary and costly 
driving. Travel overnight by luxury cruise-ferry in the comfort of your own cabin 
with en-suite facilities or be whisked across the Channel in as little as 3 hours. 
We travelled from Plymouth to Roscoff and back, on this route, mid-season 
fares start from £293 for a car+2, including en-suite cabin on the outward over¬ 
night crossing. Book online at www.brittanyferries.com or call 0330 159 7000. 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


MNA 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 









































PROPERTY 



Detached home in popular area has four bedrooms 


A wonderfully presented 
detached property in Hillmeads 
Drive, Dudley, lies in the popular 
Oakham area of town. 

It is for sale through Taylors Estate 
Agents at £329,950. 

This good-sized family home 
benefits from gas central heating 
and double glazing. 


DUDLEY 

£329,950 


Its accommodation briefly 
comprises a spacious entrance 
hall, a well-appointed living room, 
a dining room, a breakfast kitchen, 
a study, a guest WC, a utility, 
four bedrooms, an en-suite to 


the master, a family bathroom, a 
fantastic enclosed rear garden, a 
double garage and a driveway to 
the front. 

A spokesman for the selling agents 
said: “Viewing is essential to fully 
appreciate this outstanding home.” 

To book a viewing, contact the 
selling agents, Taylors, at their local 
branch office on 01902 880888. 



Attractive double fronted property is much improved 


This attractive double fronted 
end of terrace cottage in 
Stourbridge Road, Hagley, 
Stourbridge, has well maintained 
and improved three-bedroomed 
accommodation. 

With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it is for sale 
through Wakeman Estate Agents at 
£325,000. 


HAGLEY 

£325,000 


Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hallway, a 
lounge, cellar, dining room, kitchen, 
rear lobby, cloakroom/WC, three 
bedrooms, an en-suite shower 


room, a bathroom, car parking and 
gardens. The property occupies a 
pleasant and convenient location 
with splendid open views to the front 
to Wychbury. 

To book that all important viewing 
to see if this your ideal next home, 
contact Wakeman Estate Agents 
on 01384 459999 or visit www. 
wakeman-online.com 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Lutley Ave £1,000 pcm+Fees 

A unique modern individually designed 3 bedroom detached house with a lovely 
wooded rear aspect to Lutley. Featuring a large open plan living room with 
wooden floors and French doors leading to a private decking area, contemporary 
kitchen with oven/hob & dishwasher, utility room, downstairs WC, 3 generous 
size bedrooms with master bedroom en-suite, beautiful modern bathroom with 
shower. aas^entrgnieate^rj^oubl^laze^hmughou^PC^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Caslon Road£695 pcm+Fees 

A lovely recently decorated 3 bedroom semi detached house in a quiet cul-de-l 
sac location conveniently located close to shops, schools, transport links & all I 
amenities. Featuring entrance lobby, spacious living room, modern kitchen withl 
pantiy & electric cooker, downstairs w.c, & separate utility area, upstairs are 21 
spacious double bedrooms & 1 large single room, family bathroom with showerl 
bath, lame front & back aarden with views. On road Darkina. EPC: TBC 



HALESOWEN, Narrow Lane£950 pcm+Fees 

A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY to rent this semi detached large 
family home which has been totally refurbished to a very 
high standard. Located in this very popular location close 
to all bus & train links. Featuring 2 large reception rooms, 
beautiful fitted kitchen, utility, private rear garden, 3 good size 
MdlMnis^amil^athroorTnjvittWiowei^PC^^ 


\ 1 

A 


NETHERTON, Racemeadow Crescent£750 pcm+Fees 
A lovely modern 3 bedroom detached house in a popular area close to 
schools and transport links. With entrance hall, large lounge, separate 
dining room, kitchen with appliances, downstairs w.c., south facing rear 
garden, 3 good sized bedrooms, master en-suite & fitted wardrobes, family 
bathroom, gas central heating & double glazed. A large corner plot with 
oaraae & drivewa^ajldn^^^eautifu^TOgert^io^^^Tiissed^^PC^reC 



BRIERLEY HILL, Walker Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 
A modern semi-detached house offering spacious family 
which has been re-furbished in the last 9 months. This large 
family home features an entrance hallway, large lounge, fitted 
kitchen, 3 good size bedrooms, new bathroom with shower, 
drivewav Darkina & aaraae. EPC: TBC 


HALESOWENK, Wroxley House£650 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green is this superb luxury ground 
floor apartment offering spacious accommodation including 
open plan lounge/kitchen and diner with balcony, 2 double 
bedrooms, master with en-suite, a further well appointed 
bathroom with shower, gas central heating, double glazing 
and allocated Darkina. EPC: B 



ROWLEY REGIS, Darby Street£625 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 3 bedroom mid terraced house which has 
been re-painted throughout, entrance hall, front lounge, large 
kitchen/diner with oven/hob, 3 good size bedrooms and family 
bathroom with shower fitting over bath. Low maintenance 
rear aarde^ llocate^arkin^ojiearo^ro^ert^EPC^TB^ 


HALESOWEN/BLACKHEATH, Holt Road£595 pcm+Fees 
Minutes away from Rowley Regis Train Station, not far from 
the M5 J2 and Blackheath Town Centre. A nicely presented 
refurbished mid terraced home. Featuring 2 double bedrooms and 
1 single bedroom, 2 spacious reception rooms, fitted kitchen with 
oven/hob, downstairs bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas 
central hea bng^malh^ai^ai^er^ruoa^arkin^PC^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Lyttleton House£595 pcm+Fees 

An attractively positioned, 1 bedroom, purpose built over 60s retirement apadment 
in Halesowen. Featuring large communal lounge, gardens and launderette facilities 
and lift access. This ground floor apadment is accessed via the secure communal 
hallway with intercom access. Featuring a kitchen with fridge freezer, double 
bedroom with built in wardrobe, shower room and spacious lounge, electric 
storage heatjn^nd^ouble^lazin^^arkin^^ncetoJncludewateniates^PC^BC 



QUARRY BANK, Bower Lane£575 pcm+Fees 

We are delighted to offer for let this mid terrace house which is well located 
for shops, schools and amenities including Merry Hill, Russells Hall 
Hospital and Cradley Heath Train Station. Comprising briefly: 2 reception 
rooms, large kitchen with new oven & hob, new flooring, downstairs 
bathroom with a new shower, 2 good size bedrooms and garden to 
Benefiting from gas central heating & full double glazing. EPC: D 



HALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£575 pcm+Fees 
Beautifully presented and in the centre of Halesowen. A top 
floor unfurnished apartment which has modern decoration 
and set in a cul-de-sac features 2 good size bedrooms, 
modern kitchen with appliances, spacious lounge, lovely 
bathroom with shower, allocated parking space. An 
ODDOrtu jiit^ioUcn^Tiissed^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN/BLACKHEATH, Long Lane£575 pcm+Fees 
A well presented 2 bedroom mid terrace property close to 
railway & bus links. This modern home benefits from double 
glazing and briefly comprises: hallway, spacious lounge, 
kitchen, conservatory, 2 bedrooms, bathroom suite & shower 
over bath, electric storage heaters, front & rear garden and 
Darkina to the rear of the DroDertv. EPC: E 



BRIERLEY HILL, Foxdale Drive£575 pcm+Fees 

Within a 5 minutes drive of Brierley Hill Town Centre & 
few minutes more from Merry Hill shopping centre, is this 
unfurnished end terraced house comprising of: nice sized 
lounge, fitted kitchen, 2 bedrooms, modern shower room, 
aNocatel^arkin^gaceJai^mai^ai^etujvitjWie^PC^ 


HALESOWEN, Hagley Road£550 pcm+Fees 

Semi detached house in central Halesowen . This property 
has 2 large double bedrooms, reception room, kitchen with 
hob,microwave & fridge, utility room, downstairs bathroom 
with separate shower, rear garden, gas central heating, double 
glazed. NO PARKING. NO ACCESS TO FRONT RECEPTION AS 
FORMALLY A SHOP. EPC:D 


HALESOWEN, Princess Crescent£545 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished modern 1st floor apartment in a sought 
after cul-de-sac location. Featuring electric storage heating, 
good size living room, fitted kitchen, 2 good size bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, communal garden, garage & driveway 





BRIERLEY HILL, Little John Street£500 pcm+FeesI 
Located within walking distance to Brierley Hill and Merry Hill.I 
This unfurnished modern end mews house features 2 doublel 
bedrooms, gas central heating, fitted kitchen, downstairs wc,l 
spacious living room, bathroom with shower, rear garden, offl 
road parking for 2 cars. EPC:C LANDLORD REQUIRES 2 MONTHSl 
DEPOSIT AND A FAMILY MEMBER TO BE GUARANTOR 


HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Ladysmith Road£495 pcm+Fees 
A mid terraced house in a sought after area for Colley Lane 
Primary School, bus links to Halesowen and Stourbridge. This 
house features 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen with oven/ 
hob, dining area, new downstairs shower room, 2 good sized 
bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. 
EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, Luanne Close£465 pcm+Fees 
A well presented ground floor flat, on this popular development within 
walking distance to Old Hill Train Station and shops. Featuring gas central 
heating, living room with door leading to your own private balcony, fitted 
kitchen with appliances, double bedroom with fitted wardrobes and patio 
doors onto balcony, bathroom with shower, communal garden, allocated 
parking spacejjnfumisheOEPOSt^75^PC^^^^^^ 



A 



STOURBRIDGE, Clifton Street£450 pcm+Fees 

A stunning apartment set in the Old Quarter of Stourbridge. 
Ideal for the town centre and transport links. The apartment 
is on the ground floor and features a great size lounge, new 
kitchen, new bathroom, 1 double bedroom, on road parking. 
EPC: TBC 
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Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Double Glazing 


Electricians 



DAVID ADAMSl 


ARPINJ 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985 548466 


IGfflj 


ElECTRICIU 




ALL DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 


25 years’ experience 
ELECSA Registered 
For reliable, local service, call BRIAN 

I 

«ai 


Computers 


■NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

I • All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
| • Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 

I • Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Inst alled 


DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC r=T ==) 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Decorating 



PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

S Painters & 
Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OF with this advert 

Residential and Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 6020966 

halesowendecorators@ginail.com 


Misted Sealed Units? 


ilHixcli (Cmmtrij OSUtHuux 


Contact (IS for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

flO YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/" A 

■t/zcist co^L-t i/t-e. 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryolazino.com Wk. 

"wra'aSUwi IFCNSAI 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks • Resurfacing 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Checka 


Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



;ace paving services ltd? 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 
Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios • Landscaping 
• Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing • Fencing and Decking 
Power Washing • 5 year guarantee FREE estimate *15 years experience 
• Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web: www.acepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, C My 

Halesowen B63 2QB_t autcK 


Electricians 


| S QUALITY ELECTBICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs A 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



MB&electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 
iocal service call: 


mbelectric. co.ukM 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 




Gardening 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 



c 


Fencing 


D-ICTFencing 


Bias- 


All types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 



ft 


All Carden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over 15 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 




Supply 
Repair 
Up and Over 
Side Hinged 
Made to measure Doors 
• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbsh utters, co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Mobile Hairdresser 


OB I LE 
H A I RDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms etc 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


‘Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
’Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing *Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 



AREAS COVER— _ 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 Or 07951 536929 


Fencing E Gates 


Landscapers 


Fencing, Patios and Driveways,Turfing 
and Artificial Grass, Retaining Walls, 
Pond Installation & 

Garden Clearance 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 550 1075 


TERR 



RMA 

LANDSCAPING 


info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 

www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


JG 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns _ 

Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
jr 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


Plumbing 


HOUSEHOLD- 

I— J RSI BIN G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

/J-Lp All installations and repairs 
™ ■ Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 j 
\—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




























































































































































Gutter Cleaning 


er 0 



Roofing 


Are they blocked? 

Full of dirt, leaves & moss? 

Are they over flowing when it rains? 
Avoid Costly Repair Bills 
No Mess No Risk No Fuss 


Call 07541 928 598 



SERVICES 

II 

f AII types of General Repairs 
l to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 

IT 

decorating 

| / i 

1 Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

H 1 

» No Job Too Small 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 

#socialmediatoo 


ASA.org.uk 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


• Motor Body Work Specialists 

• Insurance Approved 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 


We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 


30 Years Experience 



Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 


Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 


m 

0121 559 6001 MOT" 


Plastering 


CJI. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


an mmas 



BBS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Al I 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES' FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


'mmm 


DRIVEWAYS 


o C33E7 DSGG& o HMi HaUte ° 

° 0133(5 ° IMnEB O z2oaBsHl~ 


_ 
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Quotations 



Skip Hire 



wwn 8 hatsworthi jdtjnjrfiiiJJjiiPini** 







All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 



Tree Surgeon 



TREE SURGEONS 

11 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN ALL 
ASPECTS OF TREE MAINTENANCE 
& TREE FELLING, STUMP REMOVAL 
HEDGE TRIMMING 

CALL US ON: 

07817 553 346 
0121 550 1075 

info@terrafirma-arb.co.uk 
www.terrafirma-arb.co.uk 


> I UMr KbMU\ 

k 

TERRA >fiRMA 

•J ARBORICULTURE 
TREE SURGERY - CONSULTANCY - SURVEYING 


Window Specialists 


ELIiTE JrPaStTcS 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www .elite plas~ticsupvc.co.uk 


Full Window 
Wizard, Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


HA$6UKir WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - 


Call for further details 
0121 421 7001 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 



FreeAds 



For items up to £250 

VISIT: 


Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


'W Place a paid for advert 


(g) By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 



In person 

At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


Funeral Directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Lost & Found 


LOST—Black and white cat, in 
East Park area. 

Please call 07877 239199. 



I MBEI 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 




★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

J All Caravans Wanted J 

★ Any Age or Condition ★ 
t *CASH * WAITING* J 

★ Immediate collection ★ 
t Call Bill on 07825 325 913 J 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 





PEUGEOT AUTOSLEEPER 
SYMBOL 

2.0 petrol, 2000 W reg, 2 berth, 
28,000 miles, FSH, very good 
condition. 

£14,000 ono. 

01384 377269. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


ROGER BLACK FITNESS Running 
machine, good condition, only used 
twice. Was £399.99 sell £250 no 
Offers. 07926 022144. 



Antique Fairs 

ANTIQUE/ 
VINTAGE FAIR 

CALFHEATH HALL, CALFHEATH 
CANNOCK, WV10 7DW 
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 18TH 
9 AM - 3 PM 
07783 680 627 


Book Fair 


BOOK FAIR Kinver Community 
Centre, DY7 6ER, inc postcards. 
Sunday 18th February. Also 
Bromsgrove first & last Friday each 
month. Est 1979, Waverley. Next 
Antique Fair MAR 4th. Home made 
refreshments. 0121 550 4381. 




Home & 
Services 


iluding 

Excellent condition. Will dismantle 
for removal. Also two bedside units. 
£400 ono. 07570 479446. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

SINGLE BED, unused, as new, still 
in wrapper £130. 

01902 633781. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 



A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES 

Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 

Spot on, Tri-ang, Danbury Mint 
and Mamod Engines. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 



OLD VIOLINS WANTED 

Must have 14' main body. 

Needs to be over 100 years 
old. 

Any condition considered. 

07922 618451. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\ r\ IJZmfiML BUB 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


^CHANGING ROOMS 

I IMPROVING AND MAINTAINING YOUR HOME 
I enquiries@changingrooms.org.uk 

Is bathing becoming difficult? 
Let us make life easier 

Easy Access/ Wet Room Specialists 
Showroom at 47A Kent Street, Dudley 
01902 670426 


Building Services 


G & D BUILDERS 

Over 35 years exp 

All aspects of building work 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 

All work guaranteed 

107837 994465/01902 579592 




Fencing 


.PORTWRy 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.. 

Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


C B SHEDS 
R& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


Gardening Services 

v_ 

Direct Tree Care & 
Gardening Services. 

Trees pruned, felled, topped. 
Hedges/ shrubs lowered, trimmed, 
shaped tidied- removed,clearances. 
Free Quotes. 

01902 212165,07564 603695 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 


Gas Fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


House Clearances 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 

I \ 


4 



Pets & 
Animals 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Nfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
Heidi, Schnauzer/Springer, 
2 years, lovely, friendly girl. 
Maddie, Collie cross Springer, 
age 10, likes walks, others 
dogs, lovely gentle girl. 
Jack, Saluki/Greyhound, 

5 years, timid gentle boy, 

ideal companion. 

Eve, Boxer cross Staffie, 

6 years old, very affectionate, 
good in the car, loves her toys, 

house trained. 

Pepper, 9 year old Boxer cross 
Lab, very handsome girl, lovely 
natured, easy going, likes to 
play, only dog. 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 
and for information on 
01588 676106. 


CAIRN TERRIER CROSS female, 9 
months old, champagne/white, 
spayed chipped, fully innoculated, 
£150. 01384 637110. 

ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 




READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 


Plastering 


STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 


Removals 

v_____ 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


Roofing 


GRIFFIN ROOFING 

All aspects of roofing work undertaken 
Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Roof Conversions & more 
Free Quotes: 

07734 432235 * 0121 4396145 


^Doctor 

FLAT ROOF SPECIALIST 
ALL ROOFING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
Tile replacement!Chimney pointing 
Fascias & Guttering 

EESaEESEEld 


CHRISTMAS STAR APPEAL 

Thank you all who joined in our 
Star Appeal, the donations 
were very welcome and will 
help our dogs on their way to a 
new home hut most of all was 
the thought that despite all the 
cruelty we see there are lots of 
people out there who love their 
dogs. Thank you for restoring 
our faith in people. 
Messages were read by all, 
sadness was felt for your loss of 
the pets that have gone over the 
rainbow bridge, the stars, like 
the memories, are in a box and 
will come out again at Christ¬ 
mas, they will not be forgotten. 

Carol James 

www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


A SMART SINGLE ROOM 

in a Shared house, Netherton. 
£85 p.w. inc. bills. No DSS. 2 weeks 
deposit. 07940 116130. 

LARGE SELF CONTAINED studio 
flat, CH, laundry, car park. 

Tettenhall Road. 01902 334081. 

NETHERTON AREA 2-bed house, 
DSS welcome, 30 plus, deposit 
required. 07780 704435. 

ROOM TO LET, Cromer Gardens, 
Whitmore Reans, 25 years and 
over, £30 per week. 07368 315051. 
01902 753614. 

SINGLE PERSON flat, furnished, 
CH, No DSS, £95pw. Sedgley. 

01902 885985. 

SIX STUDIO ROOMS with ensuite 
bathrooms, heating, large shared 
kitchen, utility & communal area, 
fitted to high standard. Off street 
parking, 5 mins New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal. Viewing soon. 07950 243914. 


skooott 

THE ONLY READ FOR REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 
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Properties Wanted 



of purchase price 




FAST 4 Your House CASH 



You agree the price, we buy the house... 

NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 
FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 


19991 

101384500500 

www.black-countryhomes.co.uk * subject to terms ■ 





WE BUY 91 

jj ANY HOUSE WWSm 

CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days _ — 

1^0800 2461047 


)SiJ\ 


I (?f All Your Costs Paid & No Selling Fees 
| @f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 
| ®f STOP Repossession/Eviction 
I ® Release Your Equity Today 

I www.UKFASTSALE.co.uk 


GET UP TO 


CASH ADVANCE 


LiSSi- 



FREE Solicitors, FREE Survey, FREE Home Removals, FREE EPC 

if 

i 

aaYeS^HOME BUYERS 1 

Hi I VWI THE EASY WAY TO SELL YOUR HOUSE J 


We Buy Houses For Cash 

Free Valuation? Yes/ No Fees? Y Bs! Any Location? Yes/ 
Fas+ Sale? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 

<5re+ your FREE, \r\s\cxn\ c~o&V\ o-P-Per +oday! 


CallOUl 663 1403 

or text "Cash" to 66777 yeghomebuyerg .corn | 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW I 

us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 

\ ClassifiedAds 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED BRICK LAYER 

requires employment, any type of 
brickwork. 07341 021774. 


ASSISTANT MANAGER required 
full time. Experience in all cellar and 
bar work, cover holidays and 
management days off. Halesowen 
area. Call 0121 602 2537. 


MOT TESTER 

Seeks full or part time position. 
Experienced. 

All classes covered. 
Annual training completed. 

07950 398750. 


BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May and 5-6 September Accredited ^ 
STOKE: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

WOLVERHAMPTON: 8-9 March & 25-26 July Mm 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEBOTOMIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

For more info. rfAAM<lAA 

or to book online: WWW.geUpdUtJ.COm 


High demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 



Full Time General 


THE 

APPRENTICESHIP 

SHOW 



Apprenticeships are open to ALL ages 

Come and find out how they could work for you 


Thursday 8 March 2018 

The International Centre, Telford 
12noon - 7.39pm Last entry 7pm 



www.telfordjobbox.co.uk/tasl8 

Showcasing 100’s of apprenticeships opportunities 
across Telford and Wrekin, Shropshire, The West 
Midlands and beyond. 


EXPERIENCED BRICK LAYER 

requires employment, any type of 
brickwork. 07341 021774. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



AUDI S LINE 2 LITRE. 

05 plate. Silver. 
87,000 miles. 

Full service history. 

Lady driver. 

Very good condition. 
Asking price £2,300. 
Please call 07828 178241. 


CHEVROLET AVEO LS 

Petrol, 1.2, silver, 2011 plate. 

Good clean car inside and out, 
43,423 miles, 

MoT till September 2018. 

£1,650 ono. 

07787 424281.01902 238488. 



HONDA CIVIC 1.8 VTEC ES 

5-dr, manual, petrol, 44,500 
miles, 2008, red, long MoT, 
aircon, cruise control, alloys, 
PAS, glass roof, reverse 
censors, 

£3,950. 

01902 307652. 



CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 


. g< 

68,000 Miles,f.6 diesel, exclue- 
sive, electric windows, air con, 
long MoT, cruise control, pas, 
Alloys, CD, 

£1,599 ono 

07879 403302 


IMMACULATE 


FORD FUSION 1.4 DIESEL 


jg-Jigt 

EM, alloys, only 37,000 miles, 
two lady owners. 


Lovely condition inside and 
out. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT MEGANE MK 3 
ESTATE 

New shape. 

59 plate. 

100,000 miles, 

Very good condition. 

10 months MoT. 

£30 car tax per year. 

£1875 ono. 

01384 829744/07966 
630912. 


ECONOMICAL 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 

2005, 5dr hatchback. 

2 lady owners from new. 
full MoT, recently serviced. 
Service history. 
Immaculate condition. 
£1,850. 

07467 562680. 



MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER 
TDi 2.0 

2007, 68,000 miles, leather 
interior, AC, CD player, alloys, 
7 seater, air bags, PAS, 
Bluetooth. Well looked after. 
MoT to October 2018. 

£6,000 

07807 298463. 


6BEd 

CHEVROLET AVEO LS 

Petrol, 1.2cc, black, 2010 
plate. 

Good clean car inside and out, 
53,985 miles, 

MoT till May 2018. 

£1,150 ono. 

07787 424281. 01902 238488. 


FIAT PUNTO 1200 

Y reg, MoT September, low 
miles, 54,000, excellent 
throughout and excellent 
runner, 

£475. 

07972169554 or 
01384 253328 



FORD FIESTA 1242CC GHIA 


Petrol, 16 valve Zetec, 5-door 
hatchback, MoT February 
2019, 48,000 miles, nice blue 
metalic, EW, alloys. 

Bargain £585 

0121 384 7888/ 

07771 428793. 


FORDMONDEO 
2.0 LX AUTO 

2003. Petrol. 
Black. 

MoT. 

55,000 miles. 

One owner from 2004. 

£750. 

01384 265938. 



HONDA JAZZ 


2007, 92,000 Miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, aircon, alarm, long 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
Alloys, CD 

£1,495 

07469 316572 



NISSAN MICRA 1.0 

P. Reg. 

Red. 

MoT. 

FSH. 

Excellent runner. 

Bargain £395 ono. 
07973 775560. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 106 

2000, 76,000 Miles, 
Red, Mot April 21,2018. 
Lady owner. 
Lovely little car. 

Well looked after 
and maintained. 
Very reliable. 

£360. 

07510195762. 



PEUGEOT 207 SPORT 1.4 


2007, 67k, black, electric 
windows, electric mirrors, air 
con, fsh, alloys, 12 months 
MoT. 

£1,495. 

07867 473870. 



PEUGEOT 407 SW 


Estate, 2005, petrol, good 
condition, 

£ 1 , 000 . 

07913 981460. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT CLIO 

July 2002, 

1200cc 

MoT October 2018. 

Recent full service with new 
parts. 

£295 ovno. 

SOLD 


REDUCED! 

VAUXHALL ASTRA SXi 

Twinport 16 valve, blue, three 
door, 1.6, 04 plate, 70,800 
miles, petrol, nine months MoT, 
bargain, 

£950 ono. 

01902 831832. 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.0T 
SRi 2006 

Silver, 75k, 18ins alloys, 12 
months MoT. 

Very good condition, 

£1,495. 

01562 631640. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 




VAUXHALL COMBO 

13 CDTI, 07 reg, one previous 
owner, MoT'd, looks and drive 
superb. Any inspection. 

£1,295. 

07477 955884. 

01902 261995. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 




Local 

Information 


LEGAL/PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

For convenience youmay fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



HUTTON 

Seeking descendants of Jack 
and Dorothy Hutton of Hoad 
Terrace, Ulverston. 
Please write to 

Box Number P21080, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 012T 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


GAY MALE 50 

Owns small business, 
WLTM like minded individual 
40 - 60. 

Kidderminster area. 

Box Number P21074, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 



LOOKING FOR MY 
VALENTINE 

GENUINE, ATTRACTIVE, 
SLIM MAN 

54, caring, GSOH, WLTM 
genuine lady, 40-58 for 
friendship, fun days and 
evenings out, cosy nights in. 

BoxTMumber P21078 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 
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38 i|| Halesowen Autos « ^ 

0%^%#^ Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 



2014/14 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Diesel 
Acenta Premium 

5dr, ONLY 24k miles, Black,Alloys, 

Sat-Nav, Air-Con 

£9495 / Monthly £195 

1 

2010/10 Ford S-Max 2.0TDCi 140 

Zetec 

Diesel 5dr Automatic 7 Seater, 41k miles, Grey,Alloys, 
Air-Con 

£8495 / Monthly £167 


2008/58 BMW 525d 3.0 

Diesel SE 

5dr Estate Automatic, 69k miles, Silver, Alloys, 

Sat-Nav, Climate 

£7995 / Monthly £165 

hsy 

2009/09 Audi A4 2.0TDI Diesel 

143 SE 

5dr Multitronic Auto, 88k miles, 

Black, Alloys, Climate 

£7495 / Monthly £155 


2010/10Vauxhall Corsa I.6T I6 vVXR 
Arden Edition 

3dr,46k miles, Blue, Alloys, 

Air-Con 

£6495 / Monthly £136 


2006/06 Mazda MX-5 1.8 

2dr Convertible, ONLY 35k miles, 

Silver,Alloys, CD, E/Windows 

£5295 / Monthly £169 


2009/58 Alfa Romeo Mito 1.6 JTDM 
Diesel Lusso 

3dr, 66k miles, Red, Alloys, Air-Con, 

E/Windows 

£3995 / Monthly £86 


2007/56 LDV Maxus 2.5 CDI 

95ps Extra H/Roof 14 Seater Minibus, NO VAT, 

ONLY 39k miles,White 

£3995 / Monthly £86 



« 2013/63 BMW 320d GT GranTurismo 
Diesel SE 

5dr Step Auto 41k miles, White, Alloys, 

Sat-Nav, Climate 

£14795 / Monthly £300 


2010/10 Audi TT 2.0T 
FSI S Line 

2dr STronicAuto, 14k miles,White,Alloys, Sat-Nav, 
Electric Hood 

£13495 / Monthly £266 


2005/54 Land Rover Defender 90 Hard 
Top 2.5 TD5 

Diesel 4X4,74k miles, Green,Alloys, 

Snorkel 

£13495 / Monthly £266 



2010/60 Mercedes E220 CDI 
BlueEFFICIENCY 

Diesel SE 2dr Coupe Tip Automatic, 47k miles, Blue, 
Alloys, Heated Seats 

£11995 / Monthly £237 


2013/13 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-DTEC 

Diesel S 

4WD 5dr, 58k miles, Blue, ONE OWNER,Alloys, 
Air-Con 

£11995 / Monthly £237 


2015/64 Mini 1.6 
Cooper D 

2dr Diesel Convertible, ONLY 12k Miles, Silver,Alloys, 
Air-Con, Electric 2 Way Hood 

£10995 / Monthly £224 


2010/10 Jaguar XF 3.0D V6 Luxury 

« Diesel 

** 4dr Automatic, 48k miles, Blue,Alloys, Sat-Nav, 
Climate 

£10995 / Monthly £224 


2008/08 BMW Z4 2.0i Sport 

2dr Convertible, ONLY I Ok miles, Red, 
Alloys,Air-Con, Electric Hood 


£9995 / Monthly £205 


We Buy 
Cars 




Thinking of selling your car? 

Had an offer from an online site or as a part exchange? 

We would like to make an offer on your car. Competitive trade prices given. 
No Admin fees, safe secure and hassle free, with same day payment. 


I 


Monthly figure calculated with 10% Deposit/ Finance Example: Price £9995,10% deposit £1000, Amount of credit £8995, Flat rate 6.35%, 13.9% 
APR, 60 Monthly payments of £205.20, Total amount payable including fees £13312.00 (Subject to status) 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 SOI 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


MOTORING _ 

New Sport Model joins 
luxury Lexus RX line-up 



The RX 450h Sport is distinguished by a series of exterior elements 


The Lexus RX is making a stylish 
start to 2018 with the addition of 
a new Sport model to the luxury 
crossover range. 

The combination of new, black- 
themed style details plus an 
equipment specification rich in 
luxury and technology features give 
the new RX Sport extra customer 
appeal, together with the proven 
quality, refinement and efficiency of 
its self-charging petrol-electric hybrid 
powertrain. 

The RX 450h Sport is distinguished 
by a series of exterior elements with 
a matching black finish. This includes 
a powerful rendition of the trademark 
Lexus spindle grille, featuring a 
sequence of horizontal black fins, 
framed in chrome and flanked by fog 
lights set in new black surrounds. 

The 20-inch alloy wheels have 
a twin-spoke design and are also 
finished in black. 

The side profile is further punctuated 
by new black housings for the heated, 
electrically adjustable door mirrors 
with integrated turn indicators and 
auto-folding function. 

The cabin has an all-black theme, 
including the smooth leather 
upholstery. 

At the rear a new black and chrome 
diffuser treatment for the lower part of 
the bumper creates a strong contrast 


with the bodywork colour while 
also expressing the RX’s status as 
a spacious SUV with all-wheel drive 
capability. 

It sits at the heart of the RX range as 
an accessible choice for customers, 
based on the Luxury grade. 

In addition to its specific external 
features, the RX Sport is equipped 
to a high level. LED headlights with 
Automatic High Beam, smooth 
leather upholstery Lexus Premium 
Navigation, a 12.3-inch multimedia 


display, heated and ventilated front 
seats with power adjustment and a 
memory setting for the driver’s seat, 
steering wheel and door mirrors. 

The fourth generation RX has a 
top five-star safety rating from Euro 
NCAP and all versions are fitted with 
the Lexus Safety System+ package 
of active safety and driver assistance 
features. 

The new RX Sport is on sale now, 
priced £51,645 on- the-road. 



SUZUKI 


Come and join us for Suzuki Saturday on 17th February. For one day only at our fantastic event, 
we are giving you the opportunity to save £500 when you buy any brand new Suzuki*. 


[ ONE DAY ONLY / 


Request a Test Drive today: cars.suzuki.co.uk/dealers/halesowen-motor-house 

Halesowen Motor House 


Dudley Road Halesowen West Midlands B63 3NH 0121 503 0001 


Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm) - Ignis range: Urban from 51.3 (5.5) to 57.6 (4.9), Extra Urban from 64.2 (4.4) to 70.6 (4.0), Combined from 60.1 (4.7) to 65.7 (4.3). Official C0 2 emissions from 106g/km to 97g/ 
km. Swift range: Urban from 44.1 (6.4) to 58.8 (4.8), Extra Urban from 65.7 (4.3) to 76.3 (3.7), Combined from 56.5 (5.0) to 65.7 (4.3). Official C0 2 emissions from 114g/km to 97g/km. Vitara range: Urban from 42.1 (6.7) to 61.4 (4.6), 
Extra Urban from 55.4 (5.1) to 76.3 (3.7), Combined from 49.5 (5.7) to 70.6 (4.0). Official C0 2 emissions from 131g/km to 106g/km. 

Fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *£500 (inc. VAT) discount on list price applies to the purchase of any new and unregistered Suzuki in stock at a participating dealer or at Suzuki’s central repository 
which is ordered from the participating dealer on 17.2.18 and registered by 28.02.18. Subject to availability. This offer is available in addition to selected current offers. This offer is not available in conjunction with Motability, employee, membership or partnership schemes or Contract Hire 
schemes. UK private customers aged 18+ only. Please see cars.suzuki.co.uk/saturdayevent for full terms and conditions. Offer correct at time of going to print and may be withdrawn at any time. 



























































Exhibition organiser Jim Cadman from Stourbridge 


Visitor Rose Cook-Monk signs the book of remembrance 


Duncan’s first cousin Keith Edwards takes a look the exhibition 



Duncan as a youngster with pals 



Edwards in an England cap. He played 18 times for his country 


Exhibition kicks off to 


honour 


SPORTING FEATURE 


Report by David Cosgrove 


AN exhibition in honour of Black Country 
football great Duncan Edwards has been 
launched and will run until March 30. 

The display includes a special book of re¬ 
membrance to mark the 60 th anniversary this 
month of the Dudley-born Manchester United 
and England star’s death. 

Among the first to sign the book was Tony Whelan, 
a former Manchester United player and now assistant 
director of the club’s academy. 

He was joined by Birmingham teenage prospect 
Dermot Mee, who is currently in the youth set-up at 
Old Trafford and hoping to follow in Duncan’s foot¬ 
steps. 

The pair made a special trip from Manchester to 
get a glimpse of the exhibition in Duncan’s honour. 
It is being held at Dudley Archives and Local History 
Centre, near the Black Country Living Museum, and 
features a host of photographs, press cuttings, memo¬ 
rabilia and football programmes relating to legendary 
‘Busby Babe’. 

Privilege 

Mr Whelan said: “We are proud to follow in the 
footsteps of Duncan. He will be a Manchester United 
legend forever, and it was a real honour and a privi¬ 
lege to come down today to see this new exhibition.” 

Dermot said: “Duncan was very special to everyone 
at Man United throughout his time at the club. 

“He has inspired many of us players to continue 
right to the end, chasing our dreams. 

“His story is a special one for me as obviously we’re 
both from a similar neck of the woods, and it would be 
a dream to follow in his footsteps one day.” 

United and England icon Duncan was one of eight 
players who died following the Munich air disaster on 
February 6, 1958. He died 15 days later on February 
21, aged just 21. The book of remembrance forms part 
of an extended exhibition honouring the footballer. 

The museum, which is normally closed on a Sun- 



Edwards in action for Manchester United 

day, will be open especially from noon to 2pm on Feb¬ 
ruary 18 as part of the commemoration. 

It will tie in with a special service of remembrance 
on the same day at St Francis’s Church, where there 
are two stained glass windows celebrating Duncan’s 
memory. 

Around 80 Manchester United fans are expected to 
travel on the day for the service and to visit the mu¬ 
seum, as well as visiting Duncan’s grave at Queen’s 
Cross cemetery and stopping off at his statue in the 
town centre. 

A special wall of remembrance is also being set up 
at the church, where Duncan’s funeral was held, for 
visitors. It will tell the story of his life, from his child¬ 
hood in Priory Park to his days playing for the Red 
Devils and England, and was being unveiled at the 


Duncan 


start of this week. A Duncan Edwards Tribute Dinner 
will take place at the Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill 
on February 21 with special guests including former 
Manchester United manager Tommy Docherty and 
European Cup-winning goalkeeper Alex Stepney, as 
well as members of the Manchester United Former 
Players Association. 

Councillor Dave Tyler, Mayor of Dudley, said: “I 
would urge anyone who has any memories of Duncan 
Edwards to get along to this exhibition and put pen 
to paper in the book. He was a giant of the beautiful 
game, and he was Dudley born and bred.” 

In total Duncan made 177 appearances for Man¬ 
chester United, scoring 21 goals, and playing his part 
in two league title wins in the mid to late 1950s. Nick¬ 
named ‘The Tank’, he also won 18 caps for England, 
netting five times for the national side. 

Travelled 

He was once famously described by former team¬ 
mate and best friend Sir Bobby Charlton as “the only 
player who made me feel inferior”. 

Duncan and Sir Bobby shared the same digs 
in Manchester and during National Service near 
Shrewsbury they travelled together on the train every 
Friday night for Saturday matches before returning 
to the Army on Monday. 

Sir Bobby said: “Duncan was the complete foot¬ 
baller - a colossus, powerful with his heading ability 
and unbreakable in the tackle. He would rampage 
tirelessly across the pitch, had a perfect first touch 
and was deadly in front of goal.” 

Sir Bobby, who was pulled from the burning wreck¬ 
age of the aircraft, has never forgotten those who per¬ 
ished in the disaster. He said: “Almost 60 years have 
passed since I last saw Duncan when I left hospital 
in Munich and I still think of him almost every day. 

“I am very pleased to be part of this tribute in 
Dudley that will pay homage to the memory of my 
friend, team-mate and the greatest footballer I have 
ever seen.” 

For further information on any of the events taking 
place as part of the tribute, log onto www.duncaned 
wardstribute.com, email jwc@duncanedwardstribute. 
com or call Jim Cadman on 07971624627. 

Admission is free and all items will remain at the 
centre after it ends. 


Stokes buzzing over 
fight night at Genting 

BOXER Josh Stokes is buzzing to get in the ring at the Genting Arena and 
earn the fifth victory of his burgeoning career. The 24-year-old will compete 
on BCB Promotions’ ‘Now Or Never’ show on February 23. 

It was initially set to be on the undercard of Frankie Gavin’s IBO World 
Welterweight Championship bid. However, that has now been rescheduled 
for March 24. 

West Bromwich light heavyweight Stokes hasn’t fought since stopping 
Latvian Raimonds Sniedze in September last year but believes this will be 
to his advantage. “I was supposed to fight in December but I wasn’t very 
well, so I couldn’t,” he said. 

“I think the break will have done me good anyway,” he added. “I have 
been working hard in the gym and it has given me a chance to work on a 
few different things. It is a class show and I cannot wait to get out and box 
there. I don’t think I will be fazed by it.” 

Tickets, from £40, are available from theticketfactory.com 


Kindon guest speaker 
at Smile for Joel night 

FORMER Wolves star Steve Kindon is the guest speaker at a sportsman’s 
dinner in aid of the Smile For Joel charity next month. It takes place at the 
Copthorne Hotel in Brierley Hill on Thursday, March 1. 

Tables of 10 are £400 plus VAT with a former player from either Villa, 
Wolves, Albion, Blues or Walsall on each table. 

Event organiser Steve Saul, from Route 39, said: “The support we get 
from former players from the local clubs is amazing. Last year we raised 
£6,000 for Smile For Joel and we are looking to top that this year.” 

Contact Route 39 on 01902 244220 to book places or for more informa¬ 
tion. 

The cause was set up in memory of Tunisia terror attack victims Charles 
Evans, Joel Richards and Adrian Evans, from Wednesbury, who died in 
2015. 

Former Wolves winger Kindon is a five-times winner of the Soccer 
Speaker of the Year award. 


Promotion recalled as 
trio take centre stage 

THE manager, captain and Player of the Year from Wolves’ historic first 
promotion to the Premier League are back in Wolverhampton to mark the 
occasion’s 15th anniversary. 

Boss Dave Jones, defender Paul Butler and goalkeeper Matt Murray will 
be at the ECC Sports and Social Club, on Showell Road on March 1. 

The 2003 Championship play-off final, a 3-0 win over Sheffield United at 
Cardiff, will be shown in full before the trio take centre stage. 

Jones, aged 61, is back in the area, living at the Bridgnorth home he’s re¬ 
tained since his time in charge of Wolves, from January 2001 to November 
2004. Murray, 36, is now a pundit after being forced to retire from the game 
due to injury. He saved a penalty in the play-off final. 

Butler left Molineux the following summer and played for Leeds, Milton 
Keynes Dons and Chester before hanging up his boots in 2009. He’s now 45. 

Tickets are £10, which includes a buffet and photo opportunity. For more 
information and to buy, call into the venue or dial 01902 424455. 
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DK runners 
relegated to 
division three 

FOR many the weekend signalled the 
end of a long cross country season for 
athletes from Dudley Kingswinford 
Running Club. 

Going into the final match rooted to 
the bottom of the table the men knew 
they would be up against it, they had 
been at the foot of the table all season . 
The difference between dominating Di¬ 
vision 3 two years ago and being compet¬ 
itive at Division 2 level is a world apart. 

On a four lap course around farm¬ 
land the blue hoops worked hard to 
ensure they said goodbye to the divi¬ 
sion with the guts and determination. 
Steve Holdcroft, having placed 3rd in 
the Stourbridge Stagger the previous 
weekend, again performed well placing 
21st in 38.39, Darran Bishop was 114th 
in 43.20, Dave Norman was 150th in 
45.16, Mark Homer was a place behind 
in 45.24, Simon Blizzard was 187th in 
47.43 and Pete Hood completed the A 
team in 193rd position in 48.32. Simon 
Hughes finished in 200th place in 48.59, 
Mark Gatenby was 202nd in 49.02, Dave 
Hickman was 205th in 49.57, Andrew 
Weaver was 217th in 51.52, Graham 
Wildgoose was 227th in 53.10 and Rich¬ 
ard Jones was 233rd in 54.26. 

DK were placed 17th of 17 clubs on the 
day and confirmed their relegation to Di¬ 
vision 3 with Northbrook and Gloucester 
AC. 

At Aldersley Stadium for their final 
fixture the ladies were only able to 
muster half a dozen runners. Hannah 
McGuire covered the course in 30.47 to 
take 92nd place. 

Haul of medals 
brings confidence 
to swimming club 

THE second, and final, weekend of com¬ 
petition at the Worcester County Swim¬ 
ming Championships saw Halesowen 
collect another impressive medal haul. 

Club captain Josh Bradley won the 
men’s 50m breaststroke and both the 
100m & 200m individual medleys, while 
Maia Noonan continued her fantastic 
championships with victories in the 
12 and under girls 200m butterfly and 
100m freestyle along with a silver in a 
hotly contested 50m breaststroke. 

There were podium finishes for Ryan 
Larkin who, in the men’s age category, 
bagged two silvers in the 100m medley 
and 100m freestyle and two bronzes in 
the 50m freestyle and 50m breaststroke. 

Olivia Jay achieved a clean sweep of 
bronze medals in the ladies 50m, 100m 
and 200m breaststroke events. Joe 
South rounded out the medal winners 
with a bronze in the 14 year old boys 
50m breaststroke. 

Hopes are high that confidence gained 
at the county championships will convert 
to strong performances in the upcoming 
Winter League and Nuneaton Junior 
League fixtures. 


Charlotte nets England squad call-up 


TABLE tennis ace Charlotte Bardsley 
is relishing the chance to learn from 
the world’s best after being called up to 
the England squad for the Team World 
Cup in London - aged just 15. 

Charlotte, of Stourbridge, will step 
out in front of thousands of spectators 
at the Copper Box Arena at the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park, from Feb¬ 
ruary 22-25. The tournament brings 
together the six continental champi- 
Charlotte Bardsley onship-winning teams, plus the best 



finishers from the 2016 World Team 
Championships. 

England have a host nation place 
and will be among the underdogs. The 
other teams to qualify are Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Romania, 
North Korea, USA, Brazil, Egypt and 
Australia. 

They will be drawn in groups of three, 
with the top two going into the quar¬ 
ter-finals. However, Charlotte, who at¬ 
tends Heathfield School in Wolverley, 


believes they could cause some upsets. 
She said: “I’m really happy to be called 
up. It’s 100 per cent the biggest event I 
will have been to, on a whole other level 
from anything else. 

“They are all really tough teams and 
none of them are going to be easy but 
we’re known for causing upsets.” 

Charlotte has been named in the 
England squad alongside Tin-Tin Ho, 
Kelly Sibley, Maria Tsaptsinos and 
Denise Payet. 


RELIEF AT LAST 
AS YEITZ WIN 


Ladies produce best ever finish 



Halesowen’s Midland Ladies Cross Country Division 2 racers 


Halesowen Town 2 Rushall Olympic 0 

TWO red cards and eight yel¬ 
lows were brandished in a fiery 
local derby that saw Halesow¬ 
en move away from the foot of 
the table. 

This much-needed win ended a 
five-game losing streak for Yeltz and 
brought a sense of relief along with 
news of an imminent takeover at The 
Grove. 

Hopes of avoiding relegation were also boosted 
when fellow strugglers Sutton Coldfield were 
docked a point for fielding an ineligible player. 
It takes Yeltz off the bottom of the table, with 
only one team being relegated at the end of the 
season. 

On Saturday, the Pics had the better of the 
early chances with ex-Yeltz defender Joe Hull 
heading a corner wide. 

Halesowen’s Jordan Goddard went close when 
his 25 yard shot was tipped over by Rushall’s 
on-loan Port Vale goalkeeper Joe Slinn after 14 
minutes. 

Brawl 

The game’s major flashpoint came after 40 
minutes when Pics forward Richard Brodie tus¬ 
sled with Yeltz manager John Hill. His assistant 
Matt Clarke then became involved before a mass 
brawl broke out. After the situation settled, Hill 
was sent from the dug-out and Brodie was also 
red-carded, reducing Rushall to ten men. 

Halesowen took advantage by taking the lead 
in the first minute of the second half when a 25 
yard shot from Goddard was only pushed away by 
Slinn and Lee Knight was on hand to convert the 
rebound on his Yeltz debut. 

Rushall proceeded to pick up a string of fur¬ 
ther bookings as they struggled to keep their 
composure. Jack Kelly doubled Halesowen’s lead 
directly from a 65th minute right-wing corner. 

Yeltz travel to Marine on Saturday in the Evo- 
Stik Premier. 


HALESOWEN A&CC ladies produced their 
best ever performance in the Midland Ladies 
Cross Country League Division 2 at Aldersley 
Wolverhampton, finishing third on the day, 
only 25 points from being promoted and finish¬ 
ing overall fourth. 

Led home by Lily Higgins in fourth and first 
junior, she was followed in by Abigail Saker in 
10th. Masters ladies filled the rest of the places. 

Twenty ladies represented the most ever for 
a cross country race in Halesowen ACC colours. 
The Masters team finished sixth overall. 

Meanwhile the men took on the challeng¬ 


ing course at Cheltenham finishing fourth on 
the day in the Birmingham and District Cross 
Country Division 2, missing out on promotion 
in overall fourth. Adam Cross in 22nd led them 
home. 

Away from the country in the Regional In¬ 
door Meeting Iris Oliarnyk won the triple lump 
equalling her personal best with a winning leap 
of 11:71 and two weeks previously set a PB in 
the shot put with a winning distance of 12:54. 

With only the National Cross country in two 
weeks, action switches to the road and track 
for the athletes. 


Holloway is 
on target for 
county side 

HALESOWEN full-back Andy Holloway 
was among the points scorers as Worces¬ 
tershire & Herefordshire launched their 
defence of the Iskitz Three Counties 
Championship with a 22-18 victory over 
Shropshire. 

The Two Counties had to come from 
behind to take victory at Worcester’s 
Weston’s Fields ground after Shropshire 
led 13-12 at half-time and then extended 
their lead to 18-12. 

Evesham prop Tom Gazey burrowed 
over for the first try after 15 minutes 
with Bredon Star centre Ross Atwood 
adding the extras for W&H. Poor disci¬ 
pline at the breakdown allowed Newport 
scrum-half Rhys Harrhy to reduce the 
deficit to a point with two penalties. 

A try from Evesham centre Wilf Wat¬ 
son rewarded the Two Counties for a 
period of pressure but Newport number 
eight Joquin Jiminez went over from 
close range on the stroke of half-time 
and Harrhy added the extras to put 
Shropshire ahead. 

W&H’s missed an opportunity to re¬ 
gain the lead when Mike Diston was off 
target with a penalty early in the second 
half and Shropshire went further ahead 
when Newport wing Nathan Smart 
raced over for an unconverted try. 

A well-taken try from Old Halesoni- 
ans’ Holloway was converted by Attwood 
to regain the lead and the latter then 
added a penalty four minutes from time. 

W&H, seeking a hat-trick of titles, 
face Greater Birmingham at Birming¬ 
ham Exiles on February 21. 

it's a spot of bother 
for the Glassboys 

Stourbridge 1 Farsley Celtic 2 

A GIFTED opener, a goal 48 seconds 
after half-time and a saved penalty saw 
Farsley Celtic further hamper Stour¬ 
bridge’s faltering play-off bid. 

Glassboys keeper Harry Beasley suf¬ 
fered a moment to forget as Ben Atkin¬ 
son’s low-shot skipped up off the turf 
and sailed over him 18 minutes in. 

Luke Benbow soon erased that mo¬ 
ment of misfortune by firing in a de¬ 
flected leveller within two minutes but 
Farsley struck what proved to be the 
decisive blow with less than a minute of 
the second half played. Benbow scuffed a 
spot-kick for an easy save 52 minutes in. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 62.8% 
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